Village of Itasca
Community Development Department
550 W. Irving Park Road, Itasca, IL 60143
PHONE: 630-773-5568 | FAX: 630-773-0852
www.itasca.com

MEMORANDUM
TO:

President Jeff Pruyn
Village Board of Trustees

RE:

PC 20-004
308 W. Irving Park Rd.
Variance – Dynamic Signs

FROM:

Mo Khan,
Village Planner

VB:

July 21, 2020

CC:

Shannon Malik Jarmusz,
Director of Community
Development
Carie Anne Ergo, Village
Administrator
File

ENCL:

COTW Memo, Plan Commission
Staff Report, Petition for Variance
and Attachments

BACKGROUND
Jim Mensching as representative of Itasca Bank & Trust, the Petitioner & Owner, requested
Variances for approval to operate their dynamic signs 24-hours a day at 308 W Irving Park Rd.
The request before the Committee of the Whole is as follows:
1. Variation to Section 13.01-27-i to allow for Dynamic Signs in the B-6 Zoning District to
remain operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The Village Board approved Ordinance # 1934-20 which granted variances to Itasca Bank &
Trust to construct two dynamic signs at the subject property.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE DISCUSSION
The Committee of the Whole recommended approval with a modification to condition #2 to
allow the main business sign to be operational 24 hours per day:
1. The proposed sign must comply with all Village Ordinances and Building Codes in place
at the time of permit application.
2. Main Business Sign shall be permitted to operate 24 hours a day.
3. ATM Sign shall be permitted to operate 24 hours a day.
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4. Conditions as part of Ordinance # 1894-18 shall still be applicable.
5. ATM sign may be changed no more than two times a day.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

President Jeff Pruyn
Village Board of Trustees

RE:

PC 20-004
308 W. Irving Park Rd.
Variance – Dynamic Signs

FROM:

Mo Khan,
Village Planner

COTW:

July 7, 2020

CC:

Shannon Malik Jarmusz,
Director of Community
Development
Carie Anne Ergo, Village
Administrator
File

ENCL:

Plan Commission Staff Report,
Petition for Variance and
Attachments

BACKGROUND
Jim Mensching as representative of Itasca Bank & Trust, the Petitioner & Owner, requested
Variances for approval to operate their dynamic signs 24-hours a day at 308 W Irving Park Rd.
The request before the Committee of the Whole is as follows:
1. Variation to Section 13.01-27-i to allow for Dynamic Signs in the B-6 Zoning District to
remain operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The Village Board approved Ordinance # 1934-20 which granted variances to Itasca Bank &
Trust to construct two dynamic signs at the subject property.
PLAN COMMISSION RECCOMMENDATION
The Plan Commission conducted a Public Hearing on this matter on June 17, 2020. One public
comment was submitted by Ms. Pattelli, the property owner of 309 W Grove St., which is south
of the subject property, and was read into the record by Village Staff. Ms. Pattelli also attended
the Public Hearing and provided supplemental comments during the Public Hearing. Ms. Patelli
stated that though she does not oppose the request regarding operating the dynamic signs 24
hours a day, she did ask Itasca Bank & Trust to reconsider the usage of the new blue light
signage that was installed on the east façade of the building due to its adverse impacting it was
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having on her property. Mr. Mensching stated that Itasca Bank & Trust would take her
comments into consideration and hopefully provide a solution that worked for everyone.
Village Staff stated that due to the bank’s business operation there is a unique need to allow for
the sign to operate outside the allowed time frame of 7 AM to 10 PM.
Members of the Plan Commission stated that there is a concern that such a request will result in a
proliferation of dynamic signage along Irving Park Rd. and remove from the Downtown
character of the area.

The Plan Commission Reviewed the Required Findings of Facts and Recommended Approval
(5-1) of the Variance Request, subject to the following conditions as recommend by staff with
one added condition by the Plan Commission (Condition #5):
1. The proposed sign must comply with all Village Ordinances and Building Codes in place
at the time of permit application.
2. Main Business Sign shall be operated between the hours of 6:30 AM – 8 PM.
3. ATM Sign shall be permitted to operate 24 hours a day.
4. Conditions as part of Ordinance # 1894-18 shall still be applicable.
5. ATM sign may be changed no more than two times a day.
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550 W. Irving Park Road, Itasca, IL 60143
PHONE: 630-773-5568 | FAX: 630-773-0852
www.itasca.com
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: MARCH 18, 2020
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
PIN:

PC 20-004

Itasca Bank & Trust – Dynamic Sign Variances
308 W. Irving Park Road
03-08-300-001; 03-08-129-013; 03-08-129-014

PROPOSAL: Itasca Bank & Trust, petitioner and owner of the property located at 308 W. Irving Park Road,
is requesting the following:
1. Variation to Section 13.01-27-i to allow for Dynamic Signs in the B-6 Zoning District to remain
operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Signs
proposed to
be
operational
24/7.
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Public Hearing: March 18, 2020
BACKGROUND
Itasca Bank & Trust, petitioner and owner of the property located at 308 W Irving Park Road, previously
received Village Board approval for 8 variances, allowing for two Dynamic Display signs, at various sizes
and setbacks, in the B-6 Zoning District (Ordinance 1934-20). These dynamic display signs will be the new
main business sign as well as the directional ATM Sign. The Bank’s ATMs were recently relocated towards
the back of the bank resulting in a changed traffic pattern. Ord. 1934-20 limits the display boards for the
ATM sign to be changed twice per day. The Petitioner is seeking a variance to Section 13.01-27-I to allow
for approved dynamic signs to remain operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The Petitioner states the variance request is due to safety concerns for motorists approaching the Bank
on Irving Park Road and to let their customers know if the Drive-up is open or if it is closed for efficient
traffic flow. The Drive-up Teller Window is opened at 6:50 am, earlier than when the Bank opens.
PLANNING & ZONING ANALYSIS
The subject property is zoned B-6, Irving Park Road District. This district does not allow dynamic signs;
however, Itasca Bank and Trust was granted two dynamic signs by variance (see PC 20-001, Ord 1934-20).
The property is adjacent to a mixed-use property with residential units to the West, an automobile repair
shop to the East, and the Itasca Metra station parking lot to the North.
Currently, Dynamic Display signs are to be powered off between the hours of 10pm and 7am.
There are no dynamic signs currently on any property located in the Downtown Zoning Districts of B-4, B5, and B-6, except for the dynamic sign located on the Metra Property, which is primarily used for
informing the public of various community events and general information.
The Standards of Approvals for Variances as stated in Section 14.09-3 of the Zoning Ordinance are met by
the Petitioner. The regulations set forth in Section 13.01-27 are a one size fits all and does not take into
consideration the operations of different types of businesses.
The banking business is unique in that different components of the business operate at different hours.
The ATM machines are meant to provide convenience to customers by being available 24 hours a day.
Limiting the ATM dynamic sign to operated between the hours of 7 AM & 10 PM may cause confusion for
the bank’s customers. Furthermore, by allowing the ATM sign to be operational 24 hours a day, it will
allow customers to know where the entrance for the ATM machines are since it is a different entrance
from the main entrance driveway.
Due to the unique operation of Itasca Bank & Trust, where the drive-up teller window opens for operation
prior to the main business, allowing for the main business sign to be operational consistent with their
business hours would be within the intent and nature of the sign code to allow for businesses to use
signage to notify the public and their customers of their business operation.
Regardless of approval of this request by the Village Board, the following regulations for dynamic signs
will still be applicable per Section 13.01-27, including but not limited to:
1. Limits the type of display to a static message (no videos or moving images);
2. Frequency of the changing message;
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3. Illumination controls; and,
4. Limits on off-premise advertising
SUMMARY
The Petitioner is requesting a variance to the Zoning Ordinance to permit 24 hours of operation of their
Dynamic Signs. The Petitioner states that the signage will allow for better visibility and help control and
contribute to traffic safety. The variance would also allow for the Bank to alert customers that their driveup window is open before the bank opens.
Public Comments
As of March 12, 2020, the Village has not received verbal or written comments from the public or adjacent
property owners.
STAFF RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL
Staff recommends the following conditions be included if a favorable recommendation is made by the
Plan Commission:
1. The proposed sign must comply with all Village Ordinances and Building Codes in place at the time
of permit application.
2. Main Business Sign shall be operated between the hours of 6:30 AM – 8 PM.
3. ATM Sign shall be permitted to operate 24 hours a day.
4. Conditions as part of Ordinance # 1894-18 shall still be applicable.
REQUIRED STANDARDS OF APPROVAL FOR VARIANCES
Section 14.09-3 sets forth the following standards for variances:
No Variance shall be granted by the President and Board of Trustees unless the specific standards of
approvals are met based on the evidence presented to the Plan Commission:
1. The property in question cannot yield a reasonable return if permitted to be used only under the
conditions allowed by the regulations governing the district in which it is located;
2. The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances, and
3. The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.
In making this determination, the Plan Commission shall consider whether there are particular difficulties
or particular hardships, and take into consideration whether the following facts have been established by
evidence:
1. The particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the specific property
involved would bring a particular hardship upon the owner, as distinguished from a mere
inconvenience if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out;
2. The conditions upon which the petition for variation is based would not be applicable generally
to other property within the same zoning classification;
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3. The purpose of the variation is not based exclusively upon a desire to make more money from the
property, or merely for the convenience of the owner;
4. The alleged difficulty or hardship has not been created by any person presently having an interest
in the property;
5. The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other
property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located; or
6. That the proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light on adjacent property or
substantially increase the danger of fire or otherwise endanger the public safety or substantially
diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood.
The petitioner has responded to the findings within the applications for special use as part of his
application (see attachment).

DOCUMENTS ATTACHED
1. Exhibit A - Variance request cover letter, dated 02/07/2020
2. Exhibit B - Petition for Variance Application, dated 02/07/2020
3. Exhibit C - Plat of Survey, dated 9/10/2018
4. Exhibit D - Ord. # 1894-18 – Dynamic Sign Text Amendment

Exhibit A
PC 20-004

Exhibit B
PC 20-004

Exhibit C
PC 20-004

Exhibit D
PC 20-004

CASE: PC 20-004 – 308 W. Irving Park Rd. – Itasca Bank & Trust – Dynamic Sign Variance
From: Paula Pattelli <paularatini@yahoo.com>
Date: June 16, 2020 at 6:17:40 PM CDT
To: commdev@itasca.com
Subject: Comments to be read into the record regarding Itasca bank petition for variance to Shut-off
times for Dynamic Signs
I live at 309 w Grove st, the house directly south of/behind the bank. Unfortunately when the first notice
was sent out earlier this year about new signage for the bank, neither my husband nor I were able to
attend because of volunteer coaching responsibilities we both had.
We wanted to go, but couldn’t and thought well how would a sign for the bank really affect us never
thinking it would be up on top of the building and with a glowing light. We were thinking more along the
lines of a sign in front of the bank and on the ground and no where on the notice did it mention it being
a lit sign.
While i have no objection to the front signs being on 24hours, which i understand is what this hearing is
for, I’d like to still enter in a comment about the lit architectural sign up high on the east side of the
building.
The first time I saw the sign when it initially went up I was in the upstairs of my home walking down the
hallway where I can see out my daughters northbound bedroom window in the back of the house. At
that time there were no leaves on the trees because it was maybe around March and to my displeasure I
saw this huge fluorescent blue glowing light right in the sight of her bedroom window. The same is for
my son’s bedroom window view.
I don’t think it’s the best color light that could’ve been chosen. If you know anything about the area of
Itasca where my home is, it is a beautiful, serene, nature-filled area with the river walk and the creek
where it doesn’t even feel like you are in Itasca anymore. Now, when we sit in our backyard to enjoy our
view with our 20+ fruit tree orchard we planted, 70 year old 50+ foot pine tree, we have this glaring
neon blue light shining on our property, completely taking away from the nature feel. In fact, your eyes
are drawn to it and it becomes the main focal point. The same goes for all those who walk on the river
walk behind the bank.
Now, I will admit that now that the trees on the north side of the creek are full of leaves, the foliage
covers the light pretty well, with just a bit of it shining through, so it’s fine right now.
Because there’s no leaves October thru early June, the light will be an eye soar for those 9
months. Maybe if it were a softer color like a soft white, it wouldn’t be an issue.
I am asking the bank to take the patrons that use the river walk, my family, as well as the other
homeowners on grove street and around the bend on maple into consideration and possibly make some
adjustments to the architectural sign on the east side of the building so the light isn’t such an eye soar
that changes the environment of that nature area.

ORDINANCE NO. 1942-20
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING VARIANCE TO ALLOW DYNAMIC SIGNS TO REMAIN
OPERATIONAL 24-7 AT 308 WEST IRVING PARK ROAD (ITASCA BANK AND TRUST)
WHEREAS, the Itasca Bank and Trust (hereinafter referred to as “Petitioner”) has filed a
Petition requesting a variance from § 13.1(27)(i) to allow their two dynamic signs (ATM Sign and
the Main Business Sign) to remain operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at the property at
308 West Irving Park Road in the Village of Itasca (hereinafter “Subject Property”) in the B-6
Downtown Business District; and
WHEREAS, Petitioner submitted a petition, attached hereto as Exhibit A, for this variance,
and
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Itasca Plan Commission on June 17, 2020,
pursuant to public notice as required by law, with respect to Petitioner’s petition; and
WHEREAS, the Plan Commission made the following findings of facts with respect to the
Petitioner’s request for variances:
1. The property in question cannot yield a reasonable return if permitted to be used only
under the conditions allowed by the regulations governing the district in which it is
located;
2. The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances;
3. The variation, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality; and
WHEREAS, the Plan Commission recommended to the Village Board of Trustees that the
special use be approved subject to the following conditions:
1. The proposed sign must comply with all Village Ordinances and Building Codes in
place at the time of permit application;
2. Main Business Sign shall be operated between the hours of 6:30 AM–8 PM;
3. ATM Sign shall be permitted to operate 24 hours a day;
4. Conditions as part of Ordinance # 1894-18 shall still be applicable;
5. ATM sign may be changed no more than two times a day;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the
Village of Itasca, DuPage County, Illinois, as follows:
SECTION ONE: The corporate authorities accept the findings of fact and recommendation
of the Itasca Plan Commission that the Petitioner’s petition for a variance from § 13.1(27)(i) to
allow for both dynamic signs (ATM Sign and the Main Business Sign) to remain operational 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A, be granted with
the following modified conditions:

1. The proposed sign must comply with all Village Ordinances and Building Codes in
place at the time of permit application.
2. Conditions as part of Ordinance # 1894-18 shall still be applicable.
3. ATM sign may be changed no more than two times a day.
SECTION TWO: All other aspects of the Subject Property are to be in compliance with all
Village ordinances, including but not limited to the Itasca Zoning Ordinance, unless otherwise
modified by ordinance.
SECTION THREE: SEVERABILITY. The various provisions of this Ordinance are to be
considered as severable, and if any part or portion of this Ordinance shall be held invalid by any
Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
provisions of this Ordinance.
SECTION FOUR: REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCES. All prior Ordinances and
Resolutions in conflict or inconsistent herewith are hereby expressly repealed only to the extent of
such conflict or inconsistency.
SECTION FIVE: EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after its passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law.
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village
of Itasca this 21st day of July 2020.
APPROVED:

___________________________________
Village President Jeffery J. Pruyn
ATTEST:

___________________________________
Village Clerk Jody Conidi
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Maybe the bank can put some type of shield from the light on the south side of the sign that would
block the light from our views around the clock (or just change the color to a soft white). Another
suggestion would be to put it on some type of platform that is angled out from the building facing Irving
and the back of that platform being a shield from the light as well. Can tall pine trees be planted on the
north side of the creek up on the hill along the parking lot? If so, pine trees would block the light yearround.
I am attaching a photo that was taken May 21st in my yard where are you can see there are still no
leaves on the trees at that point. The sign is not lit up at this point as my purpose when I took this photo
was not to take a picture of the sign, it just happened to be in the background of a picture I took in my
yard in May. But at least you can see how visible it is when there are no leaves on the trees.
I appreciate being able to enter this comment for the meeting, as I understand this meeting is about the
other signs.
Regards,
Paula Pattelli on behalf on myself and my husband Dave.

