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chervas@cbatt or neys. com
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DASPI N & AUMENT, LLP, by
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PRESENT: (Cont'd.)

JOHNSON & BELL, LTD., by

STEPHEN P. ELLENBECKER

33 West Monroe Street, Suite 2700

Chi cago, IL 60603

(312) 984-0221

el | enbeckers@ bl td. com
Appeared on behalf of 865 West Irving Park
Road, LLGC
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MR. STEPHEN H. DI NOLFO
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sdi nol f o@tt osenl aw. com
Appeared on behalf of Itasca Fire Protection
District.
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MAYOR PRUYN. Okay. | would like to call the
special commttee of the whole neeting agenda for
Cctober 12th, 2021, to order. |If the clerk could
pl ease take the roll call.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Aiani.

TRUSTEE Al ANl :  Present.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Gavanes.

TRUSTEE GAVANES: Present.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Leahy.

TRUSTEE LEAHY: Here.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Linsner.

TRUSTEE LI NSNER:  Here.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Madaras, absent.

Trust ee Powers.

TRUSTEE POVNERS:. Here.

MAYOR PRUYN. |f you could all stand and join
me in the pledge.

(Pl edge of Allegiance recited.)

MAYOR PRUYN. Now I will open up for audi ence

participation, but this is audience participation

only related to itens on tonight's agenda, which
woul d be the Haymar ket hearing.
So if anyone has anything that's not

related to Haymarket, the floor is yours.
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Al right. Gkay. Now, we'll go to
committee reports. Before we do turn it over to the
communi ty devel opnent, | do have a statenent to read
for this evening:

Good evening. The Village Board has
call ed a special neeting of the commttee of the
whol e tonight in order to hear public comment on Pl an
Comm ssion Case PC 19-014. The petitioner and owner
I s Haymar ket DuPage, LLC. The location is 860 \West
I rving Park Road. The request is for petition for a
pl anned devel opnent by special use with exceptions
and Class 1 site plan approval all in order to permt
a m xed-use residential and healthcare facility and
ot her accessory uses in the B2 comunity business
district at 860 West Irving Park Road.

Last nonth, after over a year of
heari ngs, the Plan Conm ssion recommended that the
Vill age Board deny the petition. The Plan Conm ssion
Is a recommendi ng body and has referred the position
to the Board for a final decision.

Toni ght, the Board is hearing public
comrent on the petition. |f we do not conplete
public comment tonight, the special neeting wll be

continued to tonorrow night at 7:00 o' clock to

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com

07:02:

07:02:

07:02:

07:02:



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

HAYMARKET DuPAGE LLC
Report of Proceedings - 10/12/2021

Page 6

conplete the public comment. At another speci al
neeting later this nonth, the Board will hear
presentations fromthe petitioner and the interested
parties before deliberating on the matter.

The procedures for tonight are as
follows: Pre-registration was required for public
comrent on this matter. The Village Board al |l owed
registration on-line until noon today and
registration in person at the Village hall until
7:00 p.m The Board will hear public coments in
order of the registration. Please be inforned that
the trustees have access to the entire record before
the Pl an Conm ssion, including all testinony,
exhi bits, argunents, and the findings of the
Conmmi ssi on.

You are encouraged to limt your
coments to three to five mnutes so that we can get

t hrough as many people as possible in a tinely

manner. G oups may designate a spokesperson to speak

rat her than have each individual nenber speak, and
residents who are interested in the proceedi ngs but
do not wish to speak are encouraged to watch the

neeting live through the Village's YouTube channel .

| will nowturn it over to Trustee
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Gavanes and the Community Devel opnent Conmttee.
(Trustee Madaras joins the
nmeeting.)

TRUSTEE GAVANES: W can begin our comments as
soon as we are ready. As soon as the court reporter
Is ready. The mayor has indicated the rules, so we
can begin.

MAYOR PRUYN: Mo, you have the list? You'll
call the individuals up, then, in order?

MR KHAN: Yes.

TRUSTEE GAVANES: Thank you.

M5. FINN. Hello. M nane is Jessica Finn.
live at 804 North Maple in Itasca.

There are so many reasons why
Haymarket in Itasca would be a detrinent to our town
and the patients of the facility for ne to even get
into, so |l wll focus on the two that | feel nost
I nportant; transportation and the inpact on EMS
servi ces.

|"ve lived in Itasca for al nost
ei ght years. Wthin that tine, |'ve devel oped
amazi ng friendshi ps, and | have becone invol ved
wi thin both school districts as well as various

community organi zations. |'mnot here to speak today
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on behalf of the organization | work for. | am
speaking as a resident of Itasca that al so works as
an advocate for those who are stigmati zed,

margi nalized, and in crisis in DuPage County. |I'm
here to serve and help give a voice to those who need
it. | work to give people the help they need to
recover. | see survivors who are dealing with

subst ance abuse issues or who are victins because of
sonmeone el se's substance abuse.

| work wthin every hospital with a
trauma center in DuPage County. | also work with 36
different | aw enforcenent agencies. | advocate for
the fair and equal rights of those individuals. |
have sought out this |line of work because | wanted to
make a difference in ny community. | wanted to end
the stigmatization of those in crisis.

Because of ny work, | know we are
the furthest away from any hospital in DuPage County.
| al so know those in active addiction who need help
don't have access to cars or they shouldn't be
driving. There's no transportation from any hospital
i n DuPage County to Itasca. El nmhurst, Edwards, or
even the closest, G en OGaks, there's no

transportation at all. W're not easy for anyone in
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crisis to get to. |In fact, each of the hospitals I
menti oned have their own substance abuse behavi oral
health hospital on their canpus. They will not send
a patient to a suburb far away when they have a bed
for themw thin feet of their ER

Patients cannot take a bus or train

fromanywhere in DuPage County to a Haymarket in

|tasca. W have zero access to public transportation

i n DuPage County, zero. The people that Haynarket
claimso desperately need our help wll not have
access to the facility in Itasca. You can't treat
anyone if they aren't able to get to your facility.
Haymar ket is marginalizing those who don't have
access to vehicles or wealth.

Haymar ket is also using "N nbe" to
draw public support, instead of facts. The truth is
we |lack infrastructure to support any facility this
|l arge. A nursing home this |arge woul d i npact our
EMS and hurt patients as well as the town. This is
not an attack on people who need treatnent. This is
because we do not have the EMS capabilities. The
fact that Haymarket would risk patients' |ives on a
daily basis instead of putting the facility where it

woul d be able to receive adequate EMS response is
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ridiculous. The claimthat "hope starts at
Haymarket" only exists if you don't have any type of
heal t h energency. Wen you have one anbul ance, any
extra calls taxes your resources. Wen you share
resources, any extra calls causes a ripple effect
that woul d i npact surroundi ng towns.

Haymar ket resorts to enoti onal
mani pul ation to try to bulldoze us. W've been |ied
to, bullied, and used as pawns in political
canpaigns. No one testified that a specific Itasca
| ocati on was necessary, just that facilities were
necessary. No one fromElite testified to confirm
any of the random prom ses of the phantom contract
that was alluded to. No one fromany task force
testified under oath that such a large facility in a
such a small town was the way to go. No one that
actually works with people in crisis in DuPage County
testified for Haymarket.

As trustees, you have been el ected
to be our voice. You' ve been given the power to neke
deci sions that don't just affect today or tonorrow
but decisions that will neke generational inpact. |
want you to understand that everyone is watching and

we are invested in our town's future. This decision
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wi |l inpact you, your neighbors, your children, and
grandchildren. This isn't an issue our town wl|
forget any tinme soon. |In fact, this issue has
spurred interest in our |ocal governnent and opened
our eyes to what our Mayor and Board does and how it
I npacts us. So | ask that you listen to facts and
not Haymarket's noise and vote for what is best for
|tasca's residents.
MAYOR PRUYN: Thank you for your comments.
MR WOLF: Menbers of the Board, ny nane is
M chael Wlf. | live at 922 Cl over Ridge Lane in
| t asca.

First, thank you for the opportunity
to cooment. | amtorn as to whether to ask for
perm ssion to go over the allotted three to five
m nutes, given that | hope it would help you review
the record to nmake a decision based on facts, not on
vari ous random statenents that have been made. O |
could attenpt to streanmline this. | aminclined to
go as long as you are willing to allow.

For the record, ny voice does
represent a handful of other Itasca residents, who |
can nane | ater, who have granted that ny voice

represent their views as well.
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During its closing argunents on
Sept enber 8th, Haymarket wanted to get one thing out
of the way. It has been difficult for themto listen
to people accuse themof |ying, not being
trustworthy, not being transparent. They called
t hese accusati ons "unfounded" based on a | ack of
know edge of the testinony. |If you'll allow, | would
like to offer 20 exanples fromthe first half of
Haymar ket's cl osi ng argunent where they continued to
m srepresent facts and not be transparent about a
range of topics. These exanples directly underm ne
their position that their proposal neets our zoning
requi renments. As you, the Board, now take up the
decision on their zoning petition, it is critical
that you reason fromfacts and consider their
evi dence obj ectively.

Itens one through five relate to the
supposed Elite contract. Haymarket has | eaned
heavily on that contract. |It's dated May of this
year. It was introduced into evidence. But that
contract is an anendnent to a previous contract from
2019 which was never admtted into evidence.

Haymar ket w t nesses spoke of this contract, nade

clainms about this contract, but Haymarket never

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com

07:10:

07:10:

07: 11:

07:11:



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

HAYMARKET DuPAGE LLC
Report of Proceedings - 10/12/2021

Page 13

admtted it. No one can objectively eval uate any of
t hose clains about what was in the contract. The
current contract is in evidence, but how they got
there or what they may have said in the past is all
hear say.

Two, Haymarket continued to rem nd
us that Elite is equipped to handle ALS calls.
That's wonderful, but it is not relevant to the
petition because Elite is not contracted to provide
those services to Haymarket. The anended Elite
contract makes zero nention of Elite providing ALS
services to Haymarket. |t establishes no performance
metrics or commtnents for Elite to respond to ALS
calls from Haymarket. On nultiple occasions,

Dr. Lustig falsely clainmed that Elite will provide
ALS services to Haymarket. It is not in the
contract, period.

Three, Haymarket indicated that
Elite anbul ances will be staged at three | ocations;
355 and Thorndal e, which doesn't exist anynore, 355
and Arnmy Trail, 355 and Butterfield. The contract
makes no nention at all as to where Elite will stage
Its equi pnent. What Haynmarket says and cl ai ns about

what Elite m ght have told them about staging is
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hear say.

Four, Haymarket indicated that
Elite's response to calls would be -- and | quote --
"l ess than 10 m nutes, nost" -- "less than 20
m nutes, nost 10 mnutes." Less than 20, nost 10.
That's not what the contract says, all. Here's what
the contract says, quote: "Best efforts shall be
made to respond to all Haymarket BLS energency calls
within 10 to 20 mnutes." Best efforts? Best
efforts guarantee nothing in the contract. Wat
Haymarket cited in their closing slide deck is, at
best, a exaggeration of the contract.

Five, Haymarket said that their
zoni ng approval could and should be dependent on
their arrangenent with Elite. |In previous hearings,
Haymar ket al so said that they were willing to agree
to terns where the Village could shut them down if
Haymar ket is not abiding by the conditions of the
zoni ng approval. | challenge this Board to cone up
Wth a process it could use to legally, ethically,
and norally shut down a substance use treatnent
facility if the operator dissolves a contract with an
anbul ance. Dr. Lustig testified that he had no

vi sion for how that would worKk. He left it to the
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pl anni ng conm ssion to figure that part out. Until
Haymar ket has any constructive ideas for how they
could be held responsible, their offers are hol | ow
and m sl eading. That's one through five.

Movi ng on to demand of the new
facility on Itasca EM5, itemsix. |In its closing,
Haymar ket stated that Itasca EMS responds to an

average of 2.2 calls per day and pointed out that the

2.2 nunber, quote, "stands unrebutted." | reviewed
the testinony, | mght have mssed it, but the only
parties who cited the 2.2 nunber were counsel. No

W tnesses testified to it. You want sonething
rebutted, admt it into evidence. Until then, it's
just | awers | awyeri ng.

Nunber seven, there was a known
di screpancy between nunbers reported by IFPD to the
state fire marshal and nunbers sunmmari zed by the
state fire marshal. This was discussed. The |IFPD
stood by those nunbers it provided on public record,
and the | FPD could not comment as to how the state
collated or summari zed those nunbers. Haynarket
of fered no expert analysis of the discrepancy either.
But, then, in its closing argunent, Haymarket nmade an

acquisition that the | FPD provi ded i naccurate
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information to the state. That accusation is
unf ounded.

Ei ght, as support for its
proj ections, Haymarket cited the expert anal ysis of
Janmes Dom ni k, who originally used 11 conparable
sites to project EMS needs. Haymarket said that the
conpar abl es provide the sane |evels of service as
proposed for DuPage. What did they nean by that?
Did they nean that each of the 11 conparabl es
provi des conparable |levels of service or the 11
conpar abl es taken as a whole? Big difference.

M. Dom ni k made his sel ection
criteria clear; licensed | evel of service, adult
popul ati on, not kids, years of operation, and nunber
of beds. Haynmarket's experts did not |ook at a
single facility, not one, that is as |large as the one
proposed and that provides the breadth of services
proposed. None. |In that sane data, there were two
kinds of facilities; treatnent facilities and
recovery honmes. Rather than read you the testinony,
| woul d just encourage you to go back and | ook at
that testinony and deci de whether M. Dom nik
accurately characterized the nature of those 11

facilities.
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10, the list of conparables shown by
Haymar ket still does not include their Wst Loop
facility, even though their expert agreed that the
West Loop was the best conp. Again, | will spare you
the reading of the testinony, but | encourage you to
go back and read what was actually said by
M. Dom ni k about the Wst Loop. And he said, clear
as day, other than his problens with the CAD data, it
was the best conp, and then he | ater changed his
t esti nony.

11, the list of conps still shows
Leyden Fam |y Services, which is weird, because
Dr. Lustig described why Leyden isn't actually a
conp. During his rebuttal testinony, Dr. Lustig was
chal l enging the testinony of a forner Leyden
enpl oyee. As part of his rebuttal, he also
chal | enged how conparabl e Leyden is. Again, | would
encourage you to go read that testinony and determ ne
why Leyden was ever considered a conp.

The next topic hopefully I can shed
sone light on noving through sonme additional itens.
Concurrency. Haymarket outlined five reasons why
concurrent calls would not be an issue. O the five,

three of themweren't relevant. Item No. 12, they
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said concurrent calls will not be an issue because

| tasca has two pieces of equipnment that can handl e
ALS calls. So what. Haynmarket and the w tnesses
have admtted nmultiple tines that they do not have an
operati onal understanding of our fire protection
district, so they're in no credible position to

di ctate how | FPD depl oys its equi pnent to deal with
concurrency.

13, concurrent calls would not be an
I ssue, according to Haynmarket, because Itasca has an
I nt ergover nnental agreenent with Wod Dal e and
Roselle. Wod Dale and Roselle, last | checked, are
further away fromltasca than Itasca is, so if Itasca
has to call on those services nore frequently, there
wi || be del ayed response. Then that neans concurrent
calls are an issue.

14, according to Haynmarket,
concurrent calls will not be an issue because Itasca
participates in a nutual aid system So what. As
| FPD wi t nesses outlined, that's not relevant. Wy
does Haymar ket keep bringing that one up.

EMS capacity, 15; Haymarket cited
Itasca's expert to support its claimthat | FPD has

the capacity to handl e whatever denmand m ght cone
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fromthis facility. They used a quote in such a
di shonest manner that it bears discussion. They used
this quote fromthe Fitch report, quote: "Currently,
the Itasca Fire Protection District has sufficient
capacity to absorb the increased demand fromthe
proposed Haymar ket DuPage project." Haymarket took
the quote out of context and, worse, they nodified
the format of the quote. Here's what the Fitch
report really said, quote: "Currently" --
italicized -- "Currently Fire Protection District has
sufficient capacity, dot, dot, dot." However, there
are two issues that arise fromthat assessnent. It
Is irresponsible and unethical to do what Haynmarket
did with that quote.

16, Haymarket said that no | FPD
Wi tness could identify a tipping point that woul d
trigger the need for additional energency equi pnent,
and then Haymarket said that it appeared the Vill age
bel i eved that Haymarket was the tipping point. And
then they said that Haymarket, quote, "questions the
factual basis for this assertion.” Wat assertion?
Nobody asserted anythi ng about a tipping point.
Haymar ket put words into the Board's nouth, guessed

at what the Village believes, and then argued an
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assertion that was never nade. What is a tipping
poi nt anyway and who asserted that Haymarket was the
ti pping point? Nobody did.

17, Haymarket attenpted to use
testimony fromM. Meller to determne this all eged
tipping point. They said you can use sone statistic
called unit hour utilization to speak directly to
this issue of this tipping point. Miybe | mssed it,
but | did not see expert testinony about the use of
that statistic or howto determne a tipping point.
| woul d encourage the Board to | ook through that and
deter m ne whet her that was actually ever said by
anyone but Haynmar ket counsel.

No. 18, M. Moeller's projection of
379 additional calls has been well-referenced, but
during their closing argunent, Haymarket put a
different spin on that nunber. They characterized

M. Meller's estimate as, quote, "the highest

potential call volune.” M. Moeller never positioned
his projection as a maxi numestimate. It was a
projection. |t was the highest projection from nmany

of the experts but in no way was it a maxi mum For
Haymarket to frame it that way puts an artificial,

di shonest cap on the potential inpact of this
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facility. |, as a resident, am personally concerned
about that, because | feel that all of the estimtes
fromall of the experts mght be too | ow because of
how difficult it is to truly get to an accurate

pi cture.

Haymar ket has repeatedly highlighted
how their patients can be in crisis and how patients
are regularly turned away or dismssed fromtheir
program |f one of those forner patients requires
assi stance two bl ocks away, it doesn't matter where
the incident occurs, that's a forner patient of
Haymar ket, which, to ne, is attributable to them
But in the call logs, you wouldn't see a call to 860
West Irving. You mght see a call to here, the
Village hall. How many of those kinds of calls are
unaccounted for in all of these anal yses and
proj ections we've seen? Haymarket has never owned up
to that kind of issue being theirs to solve anyway,
and they have testified clearly that they cannot
force soneone renoved fromtheir programto take
transportati on sonewhere safe. There is no nmaxi num
potential call volunme fromthis proposal and it's
certainly not 379.

| have two nore where | have done
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sone i ndependent additional calculations that may be
of service to you. No. 19, Haynmarket sunmarized its
di scussion of EMS capacity like this, quote: "The
nunbers speak for thenselves. There will be no

I npact." Yes, there was expert testinony that the
addi ti onal demand coul d be absorbed, but no inpact?
Their exaggerated summary is m sl eading and has no
basis at all in the testinony.

Part of the issue goes back to
concurrency. No expert actually stepped forward with
a concurrency analysis, but here's a way to think
about it. If Itasca currently responds to two EMS
call s per day, as clainmed by Haynmarket, then the
first call, Call A maght be concurrent with Call B.
There's a m nimal chance of that happening, but
there's only one pair of calls that m ght overl ap
with each other. |If you get 379 additional calls
from Haymar ket, for exanple, that would nean we have
EMS respondi ng to, on average, one nore call per day.
No big deal, right? They're only out on calls an
average of two hours a day anyway, so what are the
chances that another call creates an issue? Here's
the problem There used to only be one pair of calls

that mght collide. Now we have a new call, Call C,
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and Call C could overlap with either of the other two
previous calls. That's two new chances for
concurrency. W started with one, and when you add
one nore call, now you have three chances for

overlap. Every additional call doesn't add to the
concurrency problem it multiplies the problem and
you see the problemevery day, 365 days a year. That
inpact is real, and it is not reasonable to expect
the residents of Itasca or the future clients of
Haymar ket, for that matter, to accept that risk. The
only reason we're having this discussion is because
Haymarket is petitioning for special use in a suburb
that has very limted infrastructure, so any increase
in demand i s noticeabl e.

This leads to No. 20. W have heard
over and over again about the need for treatnent
options. And based on what | overheard before this
neeting, you're going to hear nore about it tonight.
Nobody disagrees with this. But through all of the
testinony and statenents of support, after all the
gut-wenching stories we've heard, not a single
expert provided specific data on how nuch treat nent
capacity is needed here. Not a single expert

presented any specific data on |ocal factors that
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woul d hel p us figure out how all of those generic
averages apply to us. Wiat is the need for a
facility here that is scaled to serve over 4500
patients annual | y?

What Haynmar ket has done, artfully,
I's throw around generic estimtes of need for
treatnment in DuPage and used those to project a need
here. That only works if every area of DuPage is the
same in terns of treatnment needs and ability to reach
that treatnent. How can you possibly assune that?
| f you | ook at Haymarket's exhibits, even their
evi dence suggests that there m ght be a | ower denand
here than the average across DuPage.

They subm tted evi dence show ng
Nar can saves fromthe Dupage Narcan program | think
t hey showed evi dence for one year, but the program
goes back to 2014, and there's a website that they
submtted that sunmarizes that data from 2014 to
2019. Based on those years, Narcan saves are not
evenly distributed throughout the county. In those
years, the average nunber of saves across the county
was 14 saves for every 100,000 residents per year.
So how does Itasca conpare? |It's half. Seven saves

per 100, 000 residents per year, conpared with 14.
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How about our nei ghbors? Sorry, Medina, you're
uni ncorporated. | couldn't find your nunbers.
They're lunped all together with all the other
uni ncor por ated areas of DuPage.

How about Roselle? N ne conpared
with 14. Bl oom ngdal e, 10. Addison, two saves per
100, 000 residents per year. Anbng our nearest
nei ghbors in DuPage, the only neighbor that is
actually above the DuPage average is Wod Dal e, 18.
Conbi ne us and our nearest neighbors -- sorry,

Medi na -- and you get nine saves per year per 100, 000
residents. That is 45 percent |ower than the county
average. |If Narcan saves have anything to do with
the preval ence of addiction in a particular area,
then Itasca and its nei ghbors have a

di sproportionately | ower need than you woul d proj ect
fromthe generic nunbers. Haymarket has never taken
that kind of data into account when asserting the
need for such a large facility here.

| was so cl ose.

(Audi o problens with the
m cr ophones and brief recess
t aken.)

MR. WOLF: There's a second part of
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Haymarket's evidence that's rel evant here. The part
about accessibility of this proposed facility. |If
it's not as accessible as they claim it will reduce
the nunber of clients it can reach. Haymarket has
proj ected over 4500 clients per year would use this
facility from DuPage and the collar counties. Based
on what? Based on capacity? That's not how you
estimate this.

It is well-docunented that Haynarket
began these hearings with testi nony about |tasca and
how accessible it is fromother parts of DuPage by
public transportation. O course that transportation
never actually existed, so who exactly can get to
this facility fromwhere and how? Haymarket has
testified that it would not nmake business sense to
transport potential clients from Naperville to here,
but beyond that, Haymarket has never offered any
di rect answers to questions about what it neans for a
treatnment center to be close to its clients or
accessible by its clients.

So can we do a sanity check? About
a week ago towards the end of the workday, | used
Googl e Maps to see how to use public transportation

to get to this facility fromsone suburbs in DuPage
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within a 10 mle radius of here. That's where they

| ooked for availability of beds. On the edge of that
circle is West Chicago. West Chicago is two hours
away by public transport one way. Weaton's cl oser

t han West Chicago, right? Still takes an hour and 45
m nut es, because the fastest way to get here by
public transport is by two trains and a bus to get
fromone train line to the other.

Bl oom ngdal e shoul d be better,
right? It is. Only takes about 90 m nutes from
sonewhere in the mddle of Bloom ngdale to get here.
You want to know the fastest way to get from
Bl oomi ngdale to Itasca? You wal k, because there's no
train anywhere in Bloom ngdale and it's snack
I n-between two train lines. |f you actually used
public transportation from Bl oom ngdal e, Bl oom ngdal e
Is farther away than West Chicago. So howis this
facility going to serve the projected 4500 clients if
the clients can't get here?

Ch, by the way, | was doi ng ny
search during rush hour. Haymarket is open 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Of
hours, is Haymarket expecting those in crisis to wait

for atrain to take themto a bus to take themto a
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train and wait to get here?

20 m srepresentations later, | do
not find it reasonable for the taxpayers of Itasca to
bear the burden of this facility that will have an
I npact on EMS services, both on existing residents
and the future clients of Haymarket w th uncl ear
benefits to us as residents. 20 m srepresentations
fromthe first half of their closing argunent, which
| asted | ess than an hour. The second half of their
cl osi ng argunent covered things |ike equalized
assessed value and how Itasca isn't actually a small
subur b.

| have every confidence that the
Village will objectively review that testinony as
part of its determnation and it can apply its
know edge of how our taxes are used to pay for |ocal
services to judge the rel evance of their evidence.
When you get down to the facts, the scope of this
proposal does not neet our zoning requirenents.

| ask that the Board bravely vote to
reject the proposal in line with the planning
comm ssion's recomendati on. Thank you for all that
you do and for considering ny conments.

MAYCR PRUYN: Thank you.
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M5. HUMBERT: OCkay. M nane is Rena Hunbert.
You have net ne before. This is hard, and |
under st and that sone of these things are confusing,
but | don't understand the public transportation. I
think the one thing you m sunderstand is a | ot of
this isn't just about them getting thenselves. This
I s about people driving -- people will be driving
their | oved ones or -- or caregivers --

MR KHAN: Hol d on one second. W' re having
audi o i1 ssues. Hol d on one second.

(Recess taken.)

M5. HUMBERT: All right. My nane is Rena
Hunbert, and just to address quickly the public
transportation. You understand that a | ot of the
patients that are comng wll be driven by friends or
| oved ones. This is not all about public
transportation. This is about the ability and
conveni ence of being able to get their | oved one to
sonepl ace, and this is far nore ideal than
anything -- any other place in the area to be able to
get their |loved one to the treatnent they need. It's
not just public transportation. Peopl e do have
friends that want recovery and they have fri ends who

care about them and want to get themthere. And
G ove & Associ ates Reporting
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Haymarket in Itasca wll make that so nmuch easier
t han anywhere el se and avail able for them

So, again, the planning conmm ssion,
they were | ucky enough to have the |uxury to vote
according to public perception and not really the
facts. Because if they did, Haymarket nade the
facts. But -- I"'msorry, but if they hadn't, |
woul dn't be here. | wouldn't be spending ny tine
doing this if Haymarket hadn't nade the facts. |
understand -- |'ma honmeowner. | understand
concerns. But they nmade the facts, and they
fulfilled their obligation to what you required of
t hem

Sone of the things that are, you
know, being said, Haymarket didn't say this, they
didn't give us -- they weren't required to do that.
They fulfilled their requirenents that you set out
for them Throughout this whole past, you know,
period of the last two years, there has been a
m srepresentation of Haymarket and it has been
negative. And | know that Itasca does not want to be
seen as a town that shows a negative light, but it's
been done in a clear way when you | ook at the wording

that has been put out there. One exanple is how the
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school board consistently spoke about the high cost
of children with IEPs within the district. Even
Ms. Smith -- and | understand she may not realize
what she said -- referred to "high-risk
preschoolers."” Was she tal king about Itasca
residents' high-risk preschoolers? No, she was
referring to the potential and the thought that
Haymar ket's residents could have high-risk
preschool ers with absolutely no proof or reason to
believe that that was true at all.

And this is evident throughout all
the testinony that has darkened the actual facts and
i nsight of what is happening in -- what is trying to
happen here. | |ooked up the terns of high-risk
preschool er and, instead of reading out |oud what it
nmeans, because it's not good when soneone refers to
peopl e that way or children that way, 1'll let you do
it. The entire hearing consisted of inflanmtory
words just |ike that.

There was a docunent -- a group of
papers of supposedly 3,000 signed petitions handed in
that was accepted into testinony claimng to all be
| tasca residents who were agai nst Haymar ket residing

here. Yet once they were actually allowed to be
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exam ned, the petitions were incorrect inits
wor di ng, many of them were fal sely signed by

di fferent people, and many weren't even fromltasca
when they actually did put an address on there.

| tasca [sic] has been accused of not
proving all the things that they claimbut they have.
They cone forth and been very forthright in their
proving of what is going on and what is going to be
happening. It just wasn't sonething anyone wanted to
hear. And | nean this with all due respect. |If the
Board of directors are our |eaders, it cannot | ook on
public or popul ar perception. They do not have that
luxury. If they vote -- if you vote against
Haymar ket at this point, after the proof that has
been given to you, your vote will forever be bought
and your integrity will forever be in question,
because they did their job.

And it doesn't matter if you |ike
what they did, the job they did. They did their job.
They proved to you what you said prove to us. Bring
to us the proof this is not going to inpact. They
did that. And for you now to be worried about the
nei ghbors not liking you or the backlash of what's

goi ng to happen in the public perception of you,
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unfortunately, as |eaders, you don't have that
| uxury. You have to be the | eaders and not the
followers at this point. | hope and | believe in you
that way, and | knowit's going to be hard. | don't
envy your position at all. | feel for you having to

make that decision. As a |eader, at tines |'ve had
to make really tough decisions, too, that have not
been popular. But the facts have to speak for

t hensel ves, and you have to listen to those and not
the twi sted ended perception of what the public wants
you to think. Thank you.

MAYOR PRUYN:. Thank you.

M5. KOZI ARA:  Good evening. My nane is
Col | een Koziara, and | reside at 224 South Wal nut
Street in Itasca. |I'mthe owner and CEO of a conpany
by the nane of Beyond Bingo. | specifically aman
expert in programm ng for seniors, those nost often
with Al zheiner's di sease and rel ated denentia, and
work to care for them and provide nultidi nensional
programm ng for themand to train their caregivers,
both famlial and professional.

And | want to take the opportunity
this evening to ask us to look at this maybe in a

little bit different way than we m ght have. | know
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you' ve all seen all the nunbers. You've heard all
the testinony. Everybody is very educated and knows
what is going to inpact EMS. And | |ive on Wl nut
Street. | know exactly where the paranedics go for
their 2.2 calls a day, because they go right by ne.

Years and years and years ago --
| " ve been working with seniors for al nost 30 years.
At one point in tinme, consistent care and appropriate
care for those with Al zheiner's was seen as druggi ng
theminto a stupor and tying themto their chair.
That was known as chem cal and physical restraint,
and it was considered perfectly acceptabl e, because
that's what we knew. M entire profession and ny
busi ness is based on the fact that we |earned
sonet hi ng new, and by | earning sonet hing new, we
decided to do better and we did.

During that sanme period of tinme when
we | ooked at that illness as though it was sone
horri bl e thing, conpanies that wanted to build
Al zheiner's facilities had to sit through neetings
just like this, because the residents thought that
old people with that illness were terrifying and
potentially dangerous to children. Now, our

percepti ons have changed dramatically because now
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there's probably no one in this roomthat doesn't
know sonebody who is dealing with that ill ness.

Qur perceptions of the illnesses
that are treated at Haynmarket need to change as wel | .
Peopl e are not necessarily com ng on public
transportation. Opioid addictions are not
necessarily always in those people living on the
street. Sonetines they're our cousin who worked in
construction or heavy equi pnent their whole life.
They need back surgery, insurance won't approve it,
so the doctor gives them another prescription.
| nsurance wll pay for that. They're not going to
get there on public transportation. They're going to
get taken there by their wfe.

It's a different situation. It's
not what we think. W need to renenber that these
i ndividuals are not "them" They're our children and
our famly nenbers. They're our nei ghbors and our
friends. The |ast year-and-a-half has taught us a
ton. It's taught us that we're going to have
heal t hcare workers there with PTSD, possibly having
sui ci dal issues, over-nedicating thenselves to get
t hrough that trauna. W have a nunber of things that

have changed in our world, and one of the things that
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we have been taught is that what affects one of us,
affects us all.

Thi s has many up and down poi nts.
There are many issues that have to be discussed. But
my hope woul d be that what we woul d understand now - -
as our opinions about addictions and those issues
have changed and grown, just |ike our opinions about
Al zheiner's did fromso many years ago, that we woul d
begin to | ook at the people that will be served by
Haymar ket as our friends and our famlies as opposed
to those "others"” and | ook at the possibility that
those individuals, comng from DuPage County as they
do, are not necessarily going to be in need of public
transportation to get to the facility and the care
t hat they need.

| want to thank you very nuch for
allowing ne to nake ny conments. Have a nice
eveni ng.

MAYOR PRUYN. Thank you.

M5. MC GOVEN: (Good evening. M nane is Paul a
McGowen, and I'ma resident of Aen Ellyn. Al though
| don't live in your area, | welconmed Haynmarket in
mne. |'ve been an advocate for drug court for nany,

many years. |n approximately 2002, | hel ped get
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DuPage County drug court reinstated, because our
former DuPage County State's Attorney had quietly
cl osed new adm ssions to the drug court program
because of an incident involving a participant who
I nstead shoul d have just been renoved fromthe drug
court program \Wen | found out fromthose in the
drug court programthat drug treatnent centers had
long waiting lists to get into short-term and
long-termtreatnent facilities, | knewit was a
matter of |life and death for that to change.

Then, as now, there's a continuing
need for avail abl e in-house drug treatnent centers.
Whet her we like it or not, drug addiction has no
class distinction. |It's a matter of vulnerability
and can stri ke anywhere, even in your area. Many who
suffer from psychol ogi cal and nental issues, such as
schi zophreni a, bipol ar depression, anxiety disorders,
self-medicate wwth elicit drugs. There's a proven
need for this treatnent center in DuPage County to
rehabilitate these people so they can lead a
productive |ife once again.

Haymar ket has acqui red an
appropriate site in Itasca that would benefit only

DuPage County residents afflicted with drug addiction
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once it was allowed to operate. Haymarket has
accommodated all the requirenents set forth by the

| tasca pl anni ng conm ssion. Please allow Haymar ket
to save and change our lives. These lives are -- the
lives that are saved may be one of your own. Thank
you.

MAYOR PRUYN: Thank you.

MR. | SHAUG  Good eveni ng, everyone, and thank
you for your tinme and for your public service and for
your commtnent to the residents of Itasca and
greater DuPage. M nane is Mark Ishaug, and I'mthe
CEO of thresholds, and we are Illinois' |argest
communi ty based nonprofit nental health organization
with offices and progranms in Chicago and Cook County,
Kankakee, MHenry, Lake County, and for the past four
or five years in DuPage County. And our wonderf ul
Dupage office in Westnont, not too far from here,
about 18 mles fromhere, specializes in treating
yout h and young adults who are experiencing early
onset or first episode of nental illness.

And for nore than 60 years,
Threshol ds has provided hone, health, and hope to
those with nental health and substance use

chal l enges. W assist people on their road to
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recovery. We help themfind and nai ntai n housing,
access nmental health and substance abuse treat nent
prograns, nake sure they have the best primary care
possi bl e, and, of course, support themto find

nmeani ngf ul enpl oynent. Because we all know that a

j ob and that the purpose and noney that cones with a
job is key to one's recovery.

And, frankly, there's no way we
woul d be able to do our work if it weren't for
Haymar ket. For over 45 years, they have been our
partner, our best partner, a stellar partner.
Threshol ds' clients, thousands upon thousands of
ot hers, wouldn't be as successful and as healthy as
they are today w thout Haynarket's not-so-secret
sauce, outreach, stabilization through detox,
nmedi cati on-assi sted treatnent, outpatient services,
and specialized residential treatnent. Sinply put,
Haymar ket is the gold standard.

As you are well aware, and as ny
col | eague back here just said, the |ast couple of
years have been traumati zing for our comunities, for
our organi zations, for our clients, for our friends,
and our famlies. COVID has and continues to take a

devastating toll, driving unprecedented rates of
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anxi ety, depression, death by suicide, overall |ack
of mental well-being, and, yes, substance use and
overdose. The opioid epidem c has surged everywhere,
I ncl udi ng here in DuPage County, resulting in far too
many deaths and far too many lives and famlies torn
apart. And, of course, there's the nmuch | ess

di scussed but w despread al cohol m suse, posing a
great or even greater threat to the famlies and
communi ties we nmust collectively address.

| sinply cannot think of any better
organi zati on than Haymarket in all of the state of
II'linois to neet this challenge and to neet this
monment. They bring | ove and ki ndness and conpassi on
and enpathy to the work that they do. And conbine
that with cutting edge evi dence-based practices and
prograns and state of the art, the very best,
prograns in prevention and treatnent.

Fol ks, | have very few regrets in ny
life. 1've nade plenty of m stakes for sure and |'ve
tried to atone for themand then not nmake them again,
but | do have only one big regret and that's that |
was not smart enough or determ ned enough or | ucky
enough to find Haymar ket over 20 years ago when ny

little brother, Eric, needed hel p, when he needed ne.
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And Eric died at 29 all alone in an apartnent out
here in the burbs with a bottle of booze beside him
and | believe that -- in ny whole heart and soul that
had ny famly and | found Haymarket, Eric would be
standing here talking to you today instead of ne

asking you to please all ow Haynmarket to nove forward
With this desperately needed treatnent facility right
here in Itasca. Eric would have been able to say

t hat Haymar ket saved and changed his life. He would
have been able to tell you that recovery is possible.
Recovery is |likely, as thousands of ny clients and

t housands of Haymarket's clients tell us all the
time. |'mlucky that ny nomand dad are still with
us today, and if they could turn back tinme and change
just one thing and get one w sh and prayer granted,
you know what it would be.

And | pray that you find it in your
hearts and your w se judgnent to approve Haymarket's
request to proceed with this life-saving treatnent
facility. They wll absolutely be a vital asset to
your community. | believe, and ny 35 years of
nonprofit | eadership have confirmed this, that |ove
and ki ndness and conpassion fuel all positive change,

and nobody brings nore | ove, kindness, and conpassi on
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to fuel positive change for individuals and famlies
and communities than Haymarket. |'ve witnessed it.
But | also know that | ove and ki ndness and conpassi on
are necessary but not necessarily sufficient, and
sonetinmes you have to add the very best prevention
and treatnent prograns possible, because that is what
hel ps people help thenselves on their very rocky road
to recovery.

So thank you all for the gift of
your time tonight, and |I hope that you will allow
Haymarket to bring their gift of recovery to your

friends and famlies and nei ghbors right here in

| tasca and DuPage County. It wll, w thout a doubt,
strengt hen your community. Wth gratitude, | thank
you.

MAYCR PRUYN:. Thank you.

MR VENETUCCI: (Good evening. M nane is
David Venetucci. |I'ma retired El mhurst public
school teacher and a Roselle resident. | am speaking
tonight in support of Haymarket's zoni ng exenption
request for its proposed m xed-use residenti al
heal thcare facility, and | promse to go right around
five m nutes.

We shoul d all agree that naking
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deci si ons based on fears instead of facts never ends
well. The Itasca Village Board obviously has an

I nportant opportunity to make a critical civic
deci si on about the proposed Haymarket facility based
on avail able facts, not irrational fears and
mani pul ati on of data and statistics.

Here's a fact: According to the
DuPage County coroner's office, 496 county residents
| ost their lives to opioid-related overdoses between
2016 and 2020. That's nearly 500 sons, daughters,
dads, nons, granddaughters, grandsons, nieces,
nephews, cousins, famly friends, neighbors,
acquai ntances, and work coll eagues lost to
prevent abl e drug overdoses here in DuPage County in
just the past five years. These specs are conpletely
unacceptable for a civilized society that purports to
care about human life.

My son, Eric, another Eric, is
included in these grimstatistics. M Eric was only
23 when he died of an accidental opioid overdose in
Novenber; Novenber 6th, 2018. Wen | discovered his
body in the bedroom of ny Roselle hone nearly three
years ago, he was cold to the touch and, unlike

during multiple previous overdoses that he had
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experienced, this tinme, sadly, he was well beyond the
poi nt where nedical interventions could have saved
his life. M Eric was a talented, intelligent,

I nqui sitive, creative, sensitive, and caring young
man with so nuch Iife potential, but ny son struggl ed
Wi th significant substance abuse issues fromhis
early teens before succunbing to addiction three
years ago. FEric's tragic death cane despite many

I nterventions --

MAYOR PRUYN: We do have peopl e watching
on-line so you have to stay by the m crophone.

MR. VENETUCCI: Thank you. M son's death
cane despite interventions by many, nany tal ented
nental health professionals who attenpted to support
Eric with the best treatnent options his nother and |
coul d nake avail able, and Eric's nomis here tonight.

Facts, addiction is a serious brain
di sorder, not a personal weakness or character flaw.
Fact, addiction is treatable with specialized nedical
and psychiatric care and high quality nental health
centers, such as the one Haynmarket seeks to open here
in Itasca.

So then what are the facts the

Vil l age planning conm ssion has relied on to
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unani nously deny Haymarket's zoni ng exenpti on
request? Well, the main objection appears to be the
concern that the Haymarket facility will negatively

I npact the Village's fire and EMS services, but it
seens to nme that concern, despite sone interesting
comrents earlier this evening about that issue, is
conpletely refuted by the fact that Haymarket's
operati ng proposal includes 24/7 private anbul ance
avail ability.

And speaki ng of anbul ances, is it
true that Itasca currently just has one nuni ci pal
anbul ance? | believe that's true. And that that
nunber is the sane nunber as when the Holiday Inn in
|tasca was in business. So ny question, then, why
was only one anbul ance acceptable then to address the
ener gency nedi cal needs of 9,000-plus Itasca
residents plus the additional EMS needs generated by
the operation of the Holiday Inn but it's now not
accept abl e when Haynmar ket wants to open a nental
health treatnent center at the sane |ocation?

And then in terns of security
concerns, |like any large hotel, Itasca' s Holiday Inn
when it was operating typically housed hundreds of

out-of-the-area guests with mniml formal security.
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However, the proposed Haymarket facility, on the

ot her hand, would feature a cluster of strict 24/7
internal and external security neasures. So how is
It realistic that Haymarket's proposed treatnent
center presents this community with a greater safety
ri sk conpared to the fornmer Holiday Inn? | don't get
t hat .

So the Itasca Village Board has a
responsibility -- no, actually, you have a civic
obligation to override the planning comm ssion's
recomendati on to not approve that zoning exenption
request. This consequential public health decision,
yes, nmust be based on facts, not enotions and soci al
prejudice. Enotionally charged not-in-ny-back-yard
fears in the Itasca comunity are not fact based and
shoul d have nothing to do with the Village Board's
upcom ng deci sion to approve that zoni ng exenpti on.

My son, Eric, spent tinme in many,
many treatnent centers during the decade he battl ed
hi s substance abuse denons, and, while it's
tragically too late for the new Haymarket facility to
help my son, it's not too late to help others in this
community who struggle with addiction. Al of us

know, probably know, soneone whose fam |y has been
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personal ly i npacted by addiction. "Those people," as
they are unfortunately sonetines referred to, could
be soneone in your own famly or your circle of
friends who is struggling with a substance abuse
problemand is in desperate need of this specialized
care Haymarket can bring to this community.

So as a parent and DuPage County
resident, | am hopeful the Itasca Village Board
menbers here toni ght denonstrate the personal w sdom
and the civic courage -- and it wll take courage --
to do the right thing here despite public and
political pressure to make this very inportant
deci si on based on fears, not facts. Thank you.

MAYCR PRUYN: Thank you.

M5. BECKY: Hi, ny nane is Becky, and I'ma
vol unteer wwth the LTM Foundation. LTM was founded
by Felicia Mcelli, who is here wth ne tonight as
wel | after she lost her son Louie to a drug overdose.

My daughter attended Lake Park Hi gh
School, and the summer she graduated she got into a
car accident, broke her hip, and was over-prescri bed
prescription painkillers. Fromthere, she went on to
devel op a full-blown addiction to opioids. Wen she

was finally ready to get help, the only treatnment
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center that was available to nme was out in Rockford,
and | drove round trip three hours there and back to
go and support her and give her the | ove and support
that she so desperately needed to get better. |
woul d have driven 300 mles to get there if | had to.

| just want to say that in January,
because of the great treatnent that she got and the
support fromny famly and people Iike Felicia who
recogni ze addiction as the issue that it is, ny
daughter in January, God willing, wll be celebrating
her 10-year clean date.

| want to just nention what seens to
be such as issue in terns of the use of your
anbul ance. M daughter and her friends who lived in
|tasca, during the tine that they were using, | can't
tell you how many calls went out for fire and
par anedi ¢ servi ces because they were on the streets
In such crisis. | do want to share, though, that
when she went into treatnent, she was in the program
and then in a sober living honme and away from ny
house for a year. And during that entire year, there
were zero calls to EMS services. And you know why?
Because people go to treatnent to get help, to get

better, because of the issue that she had and t he use
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of the EMS services when she was on the street
struggling, as were many of her friends.

| also just want to nention, too,
sonething that |'ve heard tal ked about tine and tine
again, which is property taxes. And |I'ma property
owner. | don't |ike high property taxes either. But
|"ve heard from soneone at one of the other events,
wel |, why don't you put it in Wnfield? Wll, | was
wth a resident of Wnfield just |ast week, and they
tal ked about Central DuPage buying up so nmuch space
in their town and now their property taxes are higher
because there's not enough busi nesses. Central
DuPage is buying up the town. So it made ne wonder,
so you don't want it in Itasca, you don't want it in
Wnfield. Were then? Were? And if there is an
Issue with property taxes, let's not penalize the
people that are trying to get help that they so
desperately need. Let's |ook towards the people who
set the property taxes and those we el ect that can
help with those issues, but please don't penalize the

peopl e who are desperately in need of help.

And, lastly, | just want to talk
about the stigma. |'ve heard so many hurtful things
as |'ve sat through sone of these hearings. "Not in
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my towmn." "That's never going to happen to ne." |
didn't think it would happen to nme, Felicia didn't
think it would happen to her son, and this gentl eman
didn't think it would happen to his son either. But,
sadly, it's happened to a |lot of people in this
country and it's going to continue happening. So,

pl ease, we need to get educated about the stigna.

My daughter now is a productive
nmenber of the community. She works full tinme. She
goes into the schools, along with Felicia and ot her
peopl e here, to educate your children about addiction
and how it got started. So, please, | beg you, |let
Haymar ket put this facility here.

Felicia, is there anything you want
to say?

M5. M CELLI: Hello, everyone. Thanks for
listening to us. | feel like this forumtoday is
di fferent than the other ones, because | feel |ike
we're really being listened to, so | really
appreci ate that.

VWhat | want to say is that, um-- |
say "um' too nuch. | noticed that -- that, you know,
| saw the t-shirts that say "small town pride," but

| " m beggi ng for open-mnds. Not small, |arge,
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open-m nded t houghts tonight to actually take in a
bi gger picture of hel ping people and offering Itasca
as a host for that. And it wll give your
community -- believe nme, it wll enrich your
community so nuch, give your children and famlies an
opportunity to tal k about addiction, which | do. |
go to your schools in Itasca and tal k about it. |
woul d partner up with Haymarket and tal k about
addiction, to prevent it. But we have to do it
collectively on the preventative end and on the
treatnent end and it is so necessary.

| f you ever try to get anyone help
in treatnent and they want to go i mmedi ately and
there's not a bed available, what they usually do is
go out and use again thinking that they're -- they
| ost hope, there's no hope for them and at those
nmonments is when we |ose a | ot of people to those
overdose deat hs because they can't get into a
treatnent center right away. W do need those beds.

And | do understand that it's a

conplicated issue. |'mjust asking you to open your
hearts and have -- have conpassion, and | know you
do. | know you do. But it's just -- you know, when

you have to think about the cost of Haymarket or
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what ever cost it nmay be on your community and the
cost of one life, like ny son Louie, how do you wei gh
that? | don't know. Thank you for your tine.
MAYOR PRUYN: Thank you.
M5. ROSE: (Good evening. |1'mgoing to try not

to fog ny class gl asses up when | speak. That woul d
be so easy. Can we renove the mask while we speak or
no? No? Al right.

My nane is Susan Rose, and | want to
speak in favor of the Haymarket request. |I'm
currently the vice chair of the board of directors at
t he Haymarket center and a professor eneritus at the
Uni versity of Wsconsin, MI|waukee, focusing ny
research on substance abuse and its inpact on wonen
and their children.

' malso a resident of DuPage
County. My husband and | have nmade our hone in
El mhurst for the past 51 years. |[|'ve also had the
privilege of serving as an al derman on the El nmhurst
city council for five terns for 20 years, 16 of which
| chaired the devel opnent pl anning and zoni ng
commttee. 1In 2013, Mayor Steve Morley appointed ne
to the El mhurst zoning and pl anni ng conm ssi on, and

in May of 2018, | was appointed chair of that
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comm ssion. | say all this just to say I'mfamliar
wi th how zoning requests for conditional uses,

speci al uses, variances nove through the process, and
|"mvery famliar with the respective roles of the
zoni ng conm ssion and a village board nenber.

The role of a zoning conm ssioner is
to wei gh any request against current zoning
ordi nances, focusing primarily on | and-use issues
rat her than broader public policy. The role of a
vill age board nenber is to focus on whether the
comm ssi on eval uated the evidence correctly and to
consider the role of good public policy in their
decision. You are not required to rubber stanp
deci sions of the zoning comm ssion, but, in fact, you
are required to evaluate their work and the resulting
deci si on.

The pl anned devel opnent by speci al
use with exceptions is in order to permt a m xed-use
residential and healthcare facility. This request
must neet the standards for a planned devel opnent
Wi th special use and these have been addressed in the
Haymar ket application. In ny opinion, no credible
testi nony has been given that woul d suggest detrinent

to the nei ghborhood or the Village. Just the
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opposite, in fact. The testinony was given from many

sources that this special use will help nany
residents in this village, it will help residents in
this county, and it will be an asset to the area. It

Is a professional treatnent center.

But |l et nme speak to you as a
nei ghbor. One of the standards in any variance or
conditional use is that the proposed plan will not
harm your neighbors. [It's a cornerstone of zoning
thinking. And we all heard testinony about property
val ues or the enjoynent of a nei ghboring property,
but | will say to you that the obverse is valid as
well. WII this project enhance your nei ghbors'
lives? | suggest to you that each town and vill age
in this county is not only a separate entity but we
are a nei ghbor hood.

| was interested by the earlier
comment s about the nunber in Itasca versus other
communities. | have to tell you that | |ived for
many years one bl ock away from El mhurst Hospital, and
| suspect that Itasca residents, many of them use
El mhurst Hospital all the tinme. D d we say, gee, we
don't need this because we -- it's only El mhur st

peopl e should use that hospital? That's not how a
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nei ghbor hood works. And what | nean by that is none
of us can fight the scourge of substance abuse al one.
We all need each other to do that. This facility
wi |l not harm your nei ghborhoods, it wll enhance all
of our nei ghborhoods, and it will make our fight to
keep our young people healthy even stronger. W
residents, neighbors, and friends in DuPage County
will be better able to do that wth Haymarket's
pr oposal .

| al so understand that good people
can di sagree w thout personal attacks. That's the
hal | mark of the kind of denocracy we all treasure and
that we want to leave to our children. So
understand there's disagreenent. | also understand
that -- howdifficult it is to nmake a decision in the
face of strong opposition. |'mnot you but | have
sat in your seats many, nmany tinmes and faced a crowd
of people who were angry, upset, and disagreed with
the petitioner. As an alderman, | cast a nunber of
votes that were unpopular. Sonme were very unpopul ar.
Sone were unpopular with people in ny hone. So the
popul arity of casting a vote is not -- you understand
better than nost people in this room | know you do,

that you don't make your votes on that. But you al so
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know that the job of an alderman or a trustee is to
make the best decision based on the facts. As well,
you get to do one nore thing that zoning conm ssions
do not get to do. You also get to think about what
I's good public policy. Wat is the best policy. And
| ask you tonight to nake your decision considering
t he evidence presented in relation to the standards
as well as what is good policy.

Van Warner, which sone of you may
have known, the fornmer planning and zoning
adm nistrator in the city of Elnmhurst, had a saying
on the wall of his office that | saw all the tinme and
really treasured. And that saying was, "the question
shoul d never be who is right but what is right."

So tonight | ask you to support what
Is right and to cast a positive vote for the proposed
Haymar ket request. Thank you very mnuch.

MAYOR PRUYN: Thank you.
M5. FRY: (Good evening, Board. M nane is

Laura Fry. | was going to be one of those people
that canme with sone heart-wenching stories, but |
want to start wth sone facts first.

| am not a resident of Itasca, which

| think has sonetines discredited ny testinony as |
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have spoken nmany tinmes on this. However, |I'ma
person in long-termrecovery. | amone of "those
peopl e" who used drugs. Do | look Iike one? | also

have a son in recovery from heroin use disorder. And
| run a nonprofit, Lithraloly (phonetic), who has
dedi cated the past 13 years to advocating for people
I npacted by substance use disorder. W operate in
DuPage, Cook, Lake, and McHenry counti es.

| al so spent 20 years in energency
nmedi ci ne for Advocate Health Care before leaving to
focus ny efforts on the nonprofit. | have the
benefit of know ng this issue frommany different
angles; as a user, as a nom as a nurse, and as a
community nonprofit |eader. Sone of the things that
|'ve heard here tonight that | wanted to address that
you m ght not know about, Narcan reverses opioid
overdose. Only opioid overdose. One of the nany
subst ances that people can have a substance use
di sorder to.

And, I'msorry, | have breathing
problens, so to talk with a mask on is very
difficult.

The nunbers that are listed on the

DuPage board of Narcan reversals, it's kind of a
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m sl eadi ng nunber, because that is only the reversals
by first responders. | have worked very closely with
t he DuPage County Health Departnent so | know that as
fact. That does not count the famlies that reverse
overdoses. The friends that reverse overdoses. The
nonprofit recovery hones that reverse overdoses.
Only first responders. So that nunber can't really
be credited as a really good | ook of what's happeni ng
in the county.

Alot of ny job and ny teanis job is
spent doing treatnent navigation. W run a 24/7
hotline where we take people to treatnent. W do a
full assessnent, decide what treatnent is best for
them That's when we can find it.

| want to introduce you to sone
friends. This is ny friend Lisa's son Colin. A
statistic of lack of resources. This is ny friend
Sharon's son Matt. Matt was a patient at Condell
energency room They couldn't find himplacenent, so
they sent himhone with a stack of papers and said
start calling tonorrow. He didn't |ive through the
night. This is David. | got David into ATP in
Waukegan for detox. They discharged him | had a

bed waiting for himthree days |ater at Gateway,
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because that was the soonest | could get himin
there. He didn't nmake it.

This is Tormy. Tommy was very, very
special to ne. | got himin an outpatient program
because that's all | could find. And |ast week he
had a very successful week in an outpatient program
that | ooked like it mght work for him but what he
really needed was inpatient but | couldn't find a
bed. This weekend | will be officiating his funeral.

We don't have enough space. Earlier
in the week | paid for an Uber -- we tal k about
transportation. W drive people to treatnent all the
time, as do their famlies. And when we can't drive
people, | sent soneone from Waukegan to Haymarket in
an Uber last Friday. W make due with what we have,
because the nobst inportant thing i s when peopl e say
|'"'mready, | want to be done, they need to go now.

Not tonorrow. Not next week. Now.

And | would like to end with a quote
froma fanmous Jew sh elder: If not you, then who?
And if not now, when? How many nore? | sincerely
t hank you for your tinme, and | don't envy your
position. Thank you.

MAYCR PRUYN: Thank you.
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MR. LOTTA: Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane
Is Frank Lotta, and | live at 630 Forest Preserve
Drive in Wood Dale, just about a mle fromhere. |[|'m

a substance abuse counselor for a treatnent center

downtown, |I'ma resident of DuPage, and, nore
inmportantly than that, |I'ma recovering addict, just
i ke Laura.

| was a little reluctant to cone
here tonight just because of the |ast neeting. There
was a pretty unani nous and qui ck vote, and | was
concerned that, you know, what | have to say is just
going to fall on deaf ears. But this is sonething
that | believe in very deeply. The anmount of good
and just the necessity of the Haymarket center that |
felt | had to take advantage of a second chance to
cone in front of you guys one nore tine. So thank
you for that.

Last tinme | already shared ny story
t hrough active addiction and to recovery and the
reasons why | believe Haymarket needs to be approved,
so |'"'mnot going to get into that today. Wat |I'm
here for today is for you to take into consideration
the good that you have a uni que opportunity to be a

part of. | understand and respect each and
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everyone's argunents for and agai nst the Haymarket.
Most of themare legitimate concerns. Wat |I'm here
asking for is instead of just fighting against this
devel opnent, work with Dr. Lustig and the Haynmarket
to create a place that works both for the town and
for them

You know, one of the argunents |
keep hearing is Itasca's such a snmall town and
Haymar ket shoul dn't be | ocated here. And it's true,
Itasca is a small town, but this small town can do so
much good by allow ng this devel opnent. You know,
you guys have the potential to literally be a
l'ife-changing and |ife-saving town.

Anot her argunent that | do
understand is the strain on EMS services. You know,
there was a |l ot of concern about the town's one
anbul ance being tied up with the Haymarket when it
m ght be needed sonewhere else. |Itasca still faces
that sanme issue if there were two non- Haynmar ket
related incidents. |f two people were to have a
heart attack right now, that anbul ance would still be
tied up and other arrangenents would need to be nade.
When | hear that argunent, | hear that -- and I m ght

be wong -- but | hear that one human life is nore
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val uabl e than the next just because of where they're
at in life. You know, there's no concern -- where
was | -- the real issue regarding that argunent
doesn't so nuch lie in the Haymarket, who has agreed
to contract with other anbulances, but it lies in the
fact that Itasca only has one anbul ance.

Final argunent that |1'mgoing to
bring up concerns the scope of the project, having
250 beds in this establishnment, and that's a big
treatnment center, you know. And, like | said, I'm
here to push for conprom se. Maybe 250 beds can be
an end gane and not a starting point? You know, so
for those that are -- the suggestion is instead of
fighting this, conpletely work together. Develop a
solution that can work both for the Village and for
Haymarket. Look to the greater good on this issue.
Cone up with a plan. Let the Haymarket denonstrate
the good that they can do --

M5. CONIDI: You have to speak up a little
bit.

MR. LOTTA: Oh, sorry. Look to the greater
good on the issue. Cone up with a plan where the
Haymar ket can denonstrate the good they do and their

wi I lingness to work with Itasca and surroundi ng
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areas. | have listened to all the other foruns over
the last couple of years, and there's a |l ot of room
for conprom se in these argunents. |nstead of being
opponents, be teammates, because there's a | ot of
peopl e that need you on their team Thank you.

MR DI ESTAL: Janes Diestal, 107 Wst Ceorge
Street, |tasca.

First off, I would like to say |
take issue with a lot of people saying that |tasca
residents are only using fear to make their deci sion.
| would just like to point out my nomis ten years
sober, so | take objection to that.

| would like to urge the Board to
review all the inaccuracies submtted by Haynarket,
the multiple reports and applications, as well as all
the inconsistencies wwth the data. Haynmarket tried
to nmake these proceedi ngs about treatnent, but this
Is a zoning matter. Haymarket overl ooked a great
deal of commopn sense when they nade this massive push
for a DuPage facility; such as, not having a
centralized DuPage | ocation, a |lack of public
transportation, no accessibility for people being
treated to get everyday necessities, and keeping

triggers away, such as establishnments within a half
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bl ock that have ganbling and serve and sell al cohol.

Those are sone nassi ve oversights
Haymar ket made, but the |l argest one of all is scope.
How di d Haymar ket possibly think a 240-bed regi onal
drug treatnent center, which would be one of the
| argest in the nation, would work in a town of 9,000
peopl e? | believe the answer is giving no thought or
concern about what Itasca could handle or a conplete
di sregard for the sane.

Then when things were not going
their way, they threatened a fair housing lawsuit in
their closing remarks. The problemis Haymar ket has
not encountered any discrimnation throughout these
proceedi ngs. The |ocation resides in a business
district. Haymarket has clained tine and tine again
they are not residential in nature, and the scope and
size of the proposed project would have i nmense
consequences on a town that it's being presented in.
Consequences that would be far above what Itasca
coul d reasonably accomodat e.

| would | ook to people who try to
find another facility of this size; sonething that
woul d be a treatnment center of this magnitude or

maybe a casino a snall town of this size. It doesn't
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exist. There's no conparables out there because it
just doesn't happen. |It's too |large of a project.

Based on all the testinony we have

heard so far, | believe you have no choice but to
vote down this project. | would |like to thank
everybody for their tinme. | know this has been a

| ong process, and | do appreciate everybody being

her e.

MAYCR PRUYN: Thank you.

M5. PETERSON: Hello, ny nane is Jam e
Peterson, I'ma resident of Itasca, and | have sone

serious concerns with Haymarket placing this 200-plus
bed facility in a town of 9 thousand residents. 1'd
mention the one anbul ance, but | guess |I'm not
supposed to say that. [|I'mnot sure. But | really
took offense a little bit to what the gentleman said
about ne trying to say that ny son's life is nore
I nportant.

My husband, Ryan, spoke in the
public comment section about how -- an incident
i nvol ving our 14-nonth-old son having a conpl ex
seizure in our front yard while his twin brother sat
and watched. | was out of town for work while ny

husband waited with two toddl ers, one having a
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full-blown seizure, for over 12 mnutes while an
anbul ance didn't show up, although we lived two

bl ocks fromthe fire departnent at that tine, not in
|tasca. Wiy did we have to wait so |l ong? Because
our town's anbul ance was on another call and had to
use mutual aid.

That was the | ongest 12 m nutes of
nmy husband's life. He thought he was | osing his son
while waiting for the anmbul ance and had no control
over the situation. Luckily, nmy son got to the
hospital in time and did fully recover. This
experience has our famly highly concerned about the
potential increase in 911 calls that Haymarket could
bring. In no way am| saying that his life is nore
inmportant. | wouldn't wish this upon anyone. |
woul dn't want anyone to experience a long wait tine
inalife or death energency. | wouldn't wsh it
upon anyone.

|'"ve listened to two years of
presentations and have kept a very open mnd. |
agree that help is needed and there could be way nore
done to increase prevention, education, and addiction
treatnent. M concern is with the size, the i mense

size of this facility. Fromwhat | could find -- and
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|"ve done a lot of looking -- it would be one of the

| argest facilities like this in the country in a town

that is very small. As a resident of Itasca, | feel
that this is just too big for our small town. | have
an open mnd for other solutions. | just don't think

this is the right one. Thanks for your tine.

MAYOR PRUYN: Thank you.

M5. LESIGN: Hi, I'mGerry Lesign. [|'man
Itasca resident. Before | speak to ny point as an
educational adm nistrator, | do want to share what
“high risk"” nmeans in schools. |If a parent is
consi dered honel ess because they are treating a drug
addiction in a facility, their child is considered
high risk and actually gets nore protection than the
average student. It is not an insult, it's not a
stigma, but it's actually how we identify and protect
students who m ght need nore support. But this
protection does take quite a bit of |ocal funding,
which is why it was nentioned during testinony.

| agree that we need nore treatnent

centers in DuPage County but do not agree with the
si ze and scope of this proposed project. The
Haymar ket supporters that continue to judge us as

bei ng "ni nsi es" nust not have been listening to the
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| ast two years of testinony. W have never said that
we can't have a treatnment center in Itasca, just not
one | arger than anyone locally, sinply for issues
related to our funding.

We have heard Haymarket's testinony
proposal and conflicting information, and |'m sure
you' ve all been actively engaged so | don't need to
go into any nore detail. You have put the Plan
Comm ssion in charge of this task and they have voted
no with an i mense anount of information and dat a.

As soneone who actually lives in Itasca, | agree with
our Plan Comm ssion and do not support Haymarket's
proposal. |'mready for us to nove forward and get
back to the work we started two years ago to restore
our downtown facilities. Thank you.

MAYOR PRUYN. Ckay. That it, M?

MR KHAN: That's it.

MAYOR PRUYN: Ckay. So the public comrent
part of this has cone to an end. W w |l reconvene
then in special commttee of the whole on Cctober the
26th where we will hear presentations by both the
petitioner and the interested parties. So we wl|l
reconvene this commttee on the 26th at 7:00 o' cl ock.

| do think we have sone ot her
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business to do this evening, if we want to go into an
executive session before we adjourn for the night so
if I could have --

TRUSTEE AlANI: | nove to hold a cl osed
session for the foll ow ng purposes to discuss the
matter of pending litigation against the Village and
to discuss the enploynent of a specific person.

TRUSTEE GAVANES: Second.

MAYOR PRUYN: There's a notion and a second.
Rol|l call, please.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee A ani.

TRUSTEE Al ANl :  For.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Gavanes.

TRUSTEE GAVANES: For.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Leahy.

TRUSTEE LEAHY: For.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Linsner.

TRUSTEE LI NSNER:  For.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Madaras.

TRUSTEE MADARAS:. For.

M5. CONIDI: Trustee Powers.

TRUSTEE POAERS: For.

* * * * *
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STATE OF ILLINOS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, Lynette J. Neal, CSR No. 84-004363, RPR
do hereby certify that | reported in shorthand the
proceedi ngs had at the hearing of the above-entitled
cause and that the foregoing Report of Proceedi ngs,
Pages 1 through 70, inclusive, is a true, correct,
and conpl ete transcript of ny shorthand notes taken
at the tine and pl ace af oresai d.

| further certify that I am not counsel for
nor in any way related to any of the parties to this
suit, nor aml in any way, directly or indirectly
interested in the outcone thereof.

This certification applies only to those
transcripts, original and copies, produced under ny
direction and control; and | assunme no responsibility
for the accuracy of any copies which are not so
pr oduced.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set ny hand

/)

this 21st day of Cctober,
V{/

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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