
[image: ]Itasca Public Works Department
411 N Prospect Ave
Itasca, IL  60143
630/773-2455 – fax 630/773-9856
www.itasca.com



February 8, 2022

Dear Business or Resident on Walnut Street and District 10 Transportation Coordinators,

This letter is to inform you of the upcoming work along Walnut Street which is the next stage of construction of the Village’s Roadway and Infrastructure Project (underway since November of 2021) and how it will impact the businesses and residents.   During the upcoming phase of construction, temporary closures of Walnut Street will be necessary to maintain public safety.  

The Village and our contractor, DiMeo Brothers, Inc., understand the importance of our downtown and will strive to minimize the impact to the area.  DiMeo Bothers, Inc. has attained every milestone in their project schedule, barring weather related delays. The underground work complete thus far (storm sewer and water main installation) has been confined to Elm Street, North Street, Center Street, Division Street and Orchard Street east of Walnut Street.  

In mid-February preliminary work on Walnut Street will begin for the installation of new water main between Line Street and Center Street. The water main work will be installed by open cut method from Center Street south to the METRA Railroad. The water main will continue south to Line Street by installing a tunneled steel casing pipe and watermain under the METRA tracks, Springbrook Creek and Irving Park Road, south to Line Street where other excavations will occur.  Additionally, an open cut storm sewer installation will take place on Walnut Street from Center Street to the METRA tracks, with a tunneled steel casing portion of storm sewer along the north side of the Metra tracks.

During the construction of water main and storm sewer between Orchard Street and Center Street, two-way traffic will be maintained on Walnut Street.  To maintain two-way traffic along Walnut Street during construction, parking along Walnut Street will be prohibited during work hours.  At times flaggers will be required to direct traffic when one direction temporarily blocked.

The tunneling operations on Walnut Street, which is estimated to last 8 weeks, will tentatively begin in March and will require closures of Walnut Street from Line Street to Orchard Street.  During this stage of construction, Walnut Street and Line Street (south of Irving Park Road) and southbound Walnut Street from Orchard Street to Irving Park Road will be closed.  The Village has worked closely with the contractor to reduce the impact to the downtown area and maintain one-way northbound traffic on Walnut Street from Irving Park Road and one-way westbound traffic on Orchard Street from Walnut Street.  Northbound Walnut Street closures between Irving Park and Orchard will still be necessary, but significantly reduced in length.  Additional signs will be posted to notify travelers that the Downtown Businesses are open during construction.

To maintain northbound Walnut Street traffic from Irving Park Road, a portion of the of the train station garden will be utilized for staging and construction operations.  Additionally, the south parking area along Orchard Street and the eastbound traffic lane of Orchard Street will also be needed for construction operations.  A map of the construction staging, closures, traffic flow patterns and detour route has been included for your convince and can also be found at http://www.itasca.com/2074/Roadway-and-Infrastructure-Project.

As work proceeds in April and May there will be short-term lane closures on walnut street between the METRA Railroad tracks and Center Street to accommodate the installation of the storm sewer and restoration of pavement and cross walks.

There will be a time during construction when you may not have access to your driveway during working hours.  However, in no case should your driveway be out of service overnight, except for when any new concrete driveway and/or curb is poured. Cure times of three (3) to five (5) days for new concrete will be allowed while replacing portions of the curb and/or driveway.  The contractor has been instructed to ensure that businesses residents to be impacted by construction are notified in advance.

We will send or deliver future notices of construction updates and closures, as the project progresses. You can additionally check the Village website at www.itasca.com for additional information. 

We understand that the construction will impose inconvenience to our downtown businesses and residents alike, and we are committed to working with you during this stage of construction to minimize the disruption. We ask for your full understanding and cooperation during construction, and look forward to an improved stormwater system, water distribution system, and roadway network upon the completion of these improvements. 

A tentative construction schedule is provided on the following page.   Please note this is tentative and subject to weather and other unexpected construction delays.

If you have any questions, please contact our Publics Works at (630) 773-2455 or the field engineer, Mr. David Barnas with Robinson engineering. Ltd. at (224) 723-8801.

Very truly yours, 
Village of Itasca
Mike Subers
Director of Public Works




Tentative Construction Schedule – Walnut Street

· Water Main – Walnut Street
· Orchard St. to Center St. (Feb 17th thru Feb 28th)
· Irving Park Rd. to Orchard St. (Mar. 1st thru Mar. 25th) – AUGER
· Storm Sewer – Walnut Street
· Along RR Tracks (Mar. 21st thru Apr. 4th) - AUGER
· RR Tracks to Orchard St. (Apr. 4th thru Apr. 13th)
· Orchard St. to Center St. (May 2nd thru May 11th)
· Intersection Grading/Curb/Patching
· Irving Park Rd. to Orchard St. (Apr. 14th thru May 3rd)
· Orchard St. to Center St. (May 21st thru Jun 4th)
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WALNUT STREET CLOSURE
NORTH OF IRVING PARK RD.
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