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Village of Itasca, NPDES Permit No. ILR40 0360

Annual Facility Inspection Report – Attachment 1
Item A: Description of Changes to BMPs
No changes have been made in the Village BMPs for the next reporting cycle.

Item B: Status of compliance with permit conditions
and assessment of minimum control measures
The Village believes that the BMPs completed within the reporting period are appropriate for the
permit conditions. The status of each BMP is as follows:

Public Education and Outreach
1. A1: Distributed Paper Material (Newsletter)
The Village published stormwater pollution prevention related articles in the Village
Newsletter, The Village News, quarterly in this reporting cycle (see enclosed samples).
The newsletter is also used to promote such items as the annual DuPage County River
Sweep, proper electronic waste disposal, etc.
2. A6: Other Public Education (Website)
The Village Website is used to post stormwater-related information from Public Works
and the Nature Center. The public is provided information concerning current
stormwater-related programs, Public Works services, Nature Center activities and
programs, homeowner tips, recycling, “going green,” flood protection, etc. (see enclosed
samples). The website is a “fair access” means for communicating with residents and
business owners.
3. A6 / B7: Other Public Education / Other Public Involvement (Nature Center)
The Spring Brook Nature Center continues to research water resources programs that
combine public education and participation. The Nature Center will conduct a minimum
of one water resource program each year. The Nature Center conducts Spring and Fall
classes for 5th Grade students on the ecosystem.
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Public Participation and Involvement
4. B4: Public Hearing
The Village held an informational public meeting as part of a Village Board Meeting that
was used to inform the public about such topics as stormwater, flooding, pollution
control, proper disposal of grass clippings, pickup of dog droppings, etc.
5. B7: Other Public Involvement (Public Reporting)
The goal was to inform residents of the existence of contact numbers for reporting or
inquiring about a variety of issues. The Village has notified residents through the Village
Newsletter and the Village Website (see enclosed).

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
6. C1: Storm Sewer Map Preparation (Storm Sewer Atlas)
The Village has the goal of updating the storm sewer atlas biannually or as new storm
sewers are installed. The Village maintains an updated storm sewer atlas (map). The map
shows the location of all the outfalls within the Village and identifies the name of the
receiving waterways.
7. C2: Regulatory Control Program (Ordinance)
The Village ordinance, Chapter 53 – Sewers, includes an Illicit Discharge Detection and
Elimination (IDDE) portion in Sections 53.65 – 53.99. The goal is to review and modify the
ordinance as necessary, and continue to enforce the ordinance. The Village continues to
enforce this ordinance and other development ordinances that include soil erosion and
sediment control through the plan review process. The Village ordinances are posted on
the website (see enclosed). The Village is partnered with DuPage County to implement
illicit discharge monitoring activities. This partnership began and was reported in the Year
8 (2010–2011) reporting cycle.
8. C10: Other Illicit Discharge Controls (Visual Monitoring Inspections)
DuPage County performs visual monitoring inspections of the Village’s upstream and
downstream watercourse locations on behalf of the Village.

Construction Site Runoff Control
9. D1: Regulatory Control Program (Ordinance)
The Village ordinance Chapter 156 regulates soil erosion and sediment control in runoff
from construction sites. Also, the Village’s goal is to continue to comply with the
requirements of Appendix F of the DuPage County Stormwater Management Plan, as well
as review it and recommend appropriate revisions. The Village continues to enforce its
ordinance and comply with the requirements of the DuPage County Stormwater
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Management Plan. Enforcement of the plan has been very effective at reducing pollution
in stormwater runoff from new development projects that disturb more than 5,000
square feet. The Village ordinances are posted on the Village website.
10. D2 / D3: Erosion and Sediment Control BMPs / Other Waste Control Program
Erosion and Sediment Control BMPs are required under the current ordinance. These
requirements are enforced through the plan review process. Other controls are put into
place and enforced as needed.
11. D4: Site Plan Review Procedures
Development projects are reviewed under Village and County ordinances by Village Staff,
engineering consultants, and DuPage County especially regarding erosion and sediment
control measures.
12. D5: Public Information Handling Procedures
The goal is to respond and follow-up on any complaints. Also, requirements are
communicated to developers. Contact and reporting information is included in the Village
newsletter and posted on the Village website.
13. D6: Site Inspection/Enforcement Procedures
Weekly inspection reports are required from developers of active projects. Periodic or
surprise audit inspections are conducted as needed.

Post-Construction Runoff Control
14. E2: Regulatory Control Program (Ordinance)
The Village ordinance Chapter 156 regulates soil erosion and sediment control in runoff
from construction sites. Also, the Village’s goal is to continue to comply with the
requirements of Appendix F of the DuPage County Stormwater Management Plan, as well
as, review it and recommend appropriate revisions. The Village continues to enforce its
ordinance and comply with the requirements of the DuPage County Stormwater
Management Plan. Enforcement of the plan has been very effective at reducing pollution
in stormwater runoff from new development projects that disturb more than 5,000
square feet. The Village ordinances are posted on the Village website (see enclosed).
15. E3: Long Term O&M Procedures
Long Term O&M Procedures are required where applicable and enforced during the site
plan review stage of a development. The site plan reviews include a review of any
applicable long term O&M procedures.
16. E4: Pre-Construction Review of BMP Designs
The ordinance requirements are enforced during the site plan review stage of a
development. The site plan reviews include a review of the BMP designs.
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17. E5: Site Inspections During Construction
Weekly inspection reports are required from developers of active projects. Periodic or
surprise audit inspections are conducted by the Village as needed.
18. E6: Post-Construction Inspections
The goal is to inspect private stormwater management systems as needed throughout
the year. Storm sewers and structures are cleaned, vacuumed, or jetted as needed.

Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping
19. F1: Employee Training Program
The goal is to conduct regular employee training to educate staff on prevention and
reduction of stormwater pollution from municipal activities. The Village conducts inhouse training of Public Works staff during normal field operations for such typical topics
as proper disposal of oil, salt storage, snow plowing, and other topics. Village staff
regularly attended meetings of the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup. A Village
engineering consultant also attends these meetings on behalf of the Village. The
Workgroup hosts bimonthly meetings where technical presentations are made on a
variety of water quality topics and stormwater management subjects. Village staff has
also attended training throughout the cycle on such topics as NPDES Annual Reporting,
tree management, water quality, streambank restoration, sediment control, stormwater
BMPs, and bio-retention (see enclosed documentation).
20. F2: Inspection and Maintenance Program
The goal is to perform an annual review of the inspection and maintenance program to
determine its effectiveness. The effectiveness of the inspection and maintenance
program was last evaluated by the Village during Year 9. No changes have been made to
the program during the current cycle.
21. F3: Municipal Operations Storm Water Control (Municipal Pollution Prevention
Program)
The goal is to perform an annual review of the Municipal Pollution Prevention Program
to determine its effectiveness. The program was reviewed with no changes necessary
this cycle.
• Deicing materials are stored in a permanent facility.
• All fertilizers, pesticides, or other chemicals are stored indoors.
Routine maintenance of Village streets, storm sewer, ditches, creeks and stormwater
facilities is part of the Public Works responsibilities. This includes sweeping, vacuuming,
jetting, repair, and debris, branch and leaf collection.
a. Street-sweeping was performed throughout the year during the cycle.
b. Catch Basins are inspected and cleaned as needed during the reporting period.
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c. Storm Sewers were inspected and cleaned or jetted on an as needed basis during
the reporting cycle.
22. F4: Municipal Operations Waste Disposal
Maintenance Records and Logs are kept for routine maintenance of Village vehicles and
equipment. All fluid changes are tracked. Waste oils are collected and put into waste oil
containers only.
23. F5: Flood Management/Assess Guidelines
DuPage County is primarily responsible for flood management and enforcement within
the Village. However, the Village has placed flood preparedness and protection
information on its website.

Item C: Results of information collected and analyzed, monitoring data (if any).
No illicit discharges or incidents of non-compliance were identified. No chemical samples or
monitoring data were taken. However, the Village is a co-permittee with DuPage County and the
County is in partnership with the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup to monitor and quality of
water throughout DuPage County. Monitoring data from this reporting period is typically
presented in DuPage County’s Annual Facility Inspection Report.

Item D: Summary of stormwater activities you plan to undertake
during the next reporting cycle (and implementation schedule).
See the attached Summary that is numbered to correspond with the Village’s BMPs.

Item E: Notice that you are relying on another governmental entity
to satisfy some of your permit obligations (if applicable).
The Village relies on DuPage County for illicit discharge monitoring activities. During dry weather
conditions, County staff performs outfall inspections and monitors those that are actively
discharging. Analysis is performed on the discharged water for a variety of parameters to
determine if the flow consists of stormwater or runoff from one of the 21 allowed uses as stated
in the ILR40 General Permit. The monitoring plan anticipates that all of the outfalls discharging
into DuPage County’s waterways, including those in the Village of Itasca, will be monitored during
the five-year permit cycle.
The Village also relies on DuPage County for water quality monitoring of receiving waters to
gauge the effects of stormwater discharges on the physical/habitat-related aspects of receiving
waters.
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DuPage County conducts stormwater public participation, education, and outreach programs
that benefit the Village and its residents, but the Village’s stormwater pollution prevention
program is intended to meet the requirements of General NPDES Permit No. ILR40 in the absence
of the County programs.

Item F: List of construction projects that your entity has paid for during the reporting period.
The following is a list of contracts that the Village let and began construction on during this
reporting period:
• STP Pedestrian Improvements
• Pierce Road Sidewalk
• 2016 MFT Street Resurfacing

Sample Documentation for Minimum Control Measures
The remaining sheets in this report include some available documentation for various Best
Management Practices discussed under Item B.
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VILLAGE OF ITASCA
SUMMARY AND SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE
A. Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater
Impacts
Literature Distribution (Newsletter)
A1
Other Public Education (Website)
A6
Other Public Education (Nature Center)
A6

PREVIOUSLY
COMPLETED

MAR-16

MAR-17

MAR-18

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

A
A
A

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

A
A
A

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

A
A
A

X

A

X
X

X
X

A
A

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

A
A
A
A

B. Public Involvement/ Participation
B4
B7
B7

Public Hearing
Other Public Involvement (Nature Center)
Other Public Involvement (Public Reporting)

C. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
C1

C2

Storm Sewer Map Assessment
Storm Sewer Map Preparation
Field Identification of Outfalls
Storm Sewer Map Update Program
Regulatory Control Program
- Ordinance (IDDE) - Chap. 53 (Sect. 53.65 - 53.99)

C10

Other Controls (Visual Monitoring Inspections) County

D. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control
D1

D2
D4
D6

Regulatory Control Program
- Review of Current Ordinances
- Draft of Proposed Ordinance
- Board Review of Proposed Ordinance
- Public Hearing on Proposed Ordinance
- Adopt Ordinance - Chapter 156
- Enforcement Ongoing
Erosion and Sediment Control BMP's
Site Plan Review Procedures
Site Inspection/Enforcement Procedures

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

E. Post-Construction Storm Water Management
E2

E3
E4
E5
E6

Regulatory Control Program
- Review of Current Ordinances
- Draft of Proposed Ordinance
- Board Review of Proposed Ordinance
- Public Hearing on Proposed Ordinance
- Adopt Ordinance - Chapter 156
- Enforcement Ongoing
Long Term O&M Procedures
Pre-Construction Review of BMP Designs
Site Inspections During Construction
Post-Construction Inspections

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X

A
A

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

A
A
A
A
A

X
X

X
X

X
X

A
A

X

X

X

A

X
X

X
X

A
A

F. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping
Employee Training Program
F1
Inspection & Maintenance Program
F2
F3 & Municipal Operations for Stormwater Control &
Waste Disposal
F4
- Audit existing BMP's
- Audit problem areas
- Plan new BMP's and Procedures
- Implement Program
Flood Management/Assess Guidelines - County
F5
A = Future Required/Planned Annual Activity
R = Future One-time Required Activity

X
X
X
X

D = Deferred Activity
X = Completed Activity

MAR-19

1. Call to Order; Roll Call
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Audience Participation
4. Presentation of Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2017
5. President's Comments
6. Community Development Committee
Trustee Latoria, Chairperson
7. Administration Committee
Trustee Santorsola, Chairperson
a. Discussion and possible action concerning a Consulting Agreement with Perspectives,
Ltd. for a Village Employee Assistance Program
Documents:
EAP MEMO AND AGREEMENT.PDF
8. Environmental Committee
Trustee Leahy, Chairperson
9. Finance Committee
Trustee Hower, Chairperson
a. Presentation of 3rd Quarter Financial Report
10. Public Safety Committee
Trustee Madaras, Chairperson
11. Public Works/Infrastructure Committee
Trustee Aiani, Chairperson

10. Public Safety Committee
Trustee Madaras, Chairperson
11. Public Works/Infrastructure Committee
Trustee Aiani, Chairperson
a. Discussion and possible action concerning Village of Itasca/City of Wood Dale/Village of
Bensenville/Illinois Tollway/DuPage County Intergovernmental Agreement
Recommendation
Documents:
ITASCA IGA MEMO AND DRAFT IGA AND EXHIBIT A.PDF
b. Notice of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Public Information
Meeting
Documents:
PUBLIC MEETING OUTLINE - MARCH 2017.PDF
12. Department Head Reports
13. Village Administrator
14. Executive Session
15. Adjournment

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES)
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
March 21, 2017
This public information meeting is required by Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) in
accord with Village’s Notice-of-Intent (NOI) for the Illinois General Permit ILR 40. Permit is
performed on a 5-year cycle; current permit began 3/1/16 and expires 2/28/21.
I.

Introduction and General Description of NPDES for MS4 communities (MS4 =
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System)
GOAL – Eliminate pollutants from entering storm sewer system/detention ponds
and depositing into rivers, lakes, creeks – ultimate outlet points Spring Brook,
Meacham Creek, and Salt Creek

II.

Six Required Minimum Control Measures (MCMs)
1) Public Education and Outreach
a) The Village and DuPage County Stormwater Management distribute brochures
about storm water quality and provides information on the Village website and
in the Village newsletter.
b) Spring Brook Nature Center provides at least one water resource program each
year.
c) The Village is part of the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW), which
provides extensive information related to water resources on their website and
through presentations: http://drscw.org.
d) REMINDER: Do not dump oil, paint or other chemicals down sewer, etc.
e) REMINDER: Clean up after your dogs in your yard and parks, etc.
2) Public Involvement and Participation
a) This Annual Public Information Meeting is an example of this requirement.
b) Village welcomes public involvement; residents should call Public Works if
they notice any spills, discharge, etc.
c) DuPage County has a Citizen Reporter app (linked to GIS) to allow residents
to report spills and areas where maintenance is needed in streams and
creeks: http://gis.dupageco.org/CitizenReporter/#
d) Boy Scouts, schools, companies, and other civic groups participate in
cleanups, awareness, etc.
e) The Village hosts a Green Day annually and participates in the DuPage River
Sweep. The 2016 Green Day event was held on May 7th, and the 2016 River
Sweep event was held on May 21st.
3) Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE)
a) The Village has an ordinance that it uses to address these issues and has
partnered with DuPage County Stormwater Management to implement
illicit discharge monitoring activities.
b) The Village maintains an up-to-date sewer atlas that indicates outfalls.
c) The Village inspects its outfalls and monitors its creeks annually.

4) Control of Construction Site Storm Water Runoff
a) The Village follows erosion control requirements within its code (Chapter
156) and the DuPage County Countywide Stormwater and Flood Plain
Ordinance.
b) Developers are required to provide a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) along with development plans reviewed by the Village and their
consultants.
c) Developers are required to inspect their sites weekly during construction
and after rains.
5) Post-Construction Storm Water Management
a) The Village follows stormwater management requirements within its code
and the DuPage County Countywide Stormwater and Flood Plain Ordinance
(April 2013). These ordinances include requirements for runoff volume
control as well as water quality for new developments.
b) Detention ponds and post-construction best management practice (PCBMP)
areas are designed to filter sediments out of stormwater runoff prior to
being released downstream.
c) Final inspections are required before the developer can leave site.
6) Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping
a) Village staff and consultants attend pollution prevention training by DRSCW
and DuPage County Stormwater Management.
b) Village conducts street sweeping and cleaning of culverts and ditches of
debris.
c) Village inspects storm sewers on a regular basis; catch basins are vacuumed,
etc.
d) Deicing materials (road salt) are kept in a covered dome.
e) Any chemicals are kept indoors.
f) The Village enlists the public’s help in watching inlets/catch basins and
keeping clear of debris.
III.

Annual Activities Moving Forward
1) The NPDES Stormwater Management Program Plan will be reviewed and revised
as needed.
2) An annual report will be made to the IEPA each year by June 1.
3) The Village will host a Green Day. The 2017 Green Day will be held on May 6.
4) The Village will continue participation in the DuPage River Sweep. This year’s
Sweep is May 20, 2017. Sign up at
http://www.conservationfoundation.org/sweep.
5) Ordinances and sewer atlas will be reviewed and updated as necessary.
6) Village staff and consultants will attend training.
7) The Village will conduct visual monitoring of outfalls.

IV.

Questions???
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Message from the Mayor

H

appy New
Year. I
hope you
all enjoyed the
Holidays. The
Village ended
2015 on a high
note. After
several years of
Mayor Jeff Pruyn
hard work by our
staff, we finally
were granted a Metra Quiet Zone in late
December. The many trains that travel
through Itasca each and every day will
no longer be required to sound their
horns from Prospect Ave to I-290. The
engineers of the trains can and will still
blow their horns if needed, but they
will no longer be required to use the
horn. It has been a long journey, but
we will enjoy the benefits of this success
for many years to come. I would like
to thank Village staff and the Village
Board on this accomplishment; they
worked hard and diligently to make this
happen.
This year will be another busy year
for us working to protect and improve
our quality of life. We are diligently
working on two issues that will continue
to affect our community in the future.
Last year I informed all of you that
the Chicago Department of Aviation
was working with the O’Hare Noise
Compatibility Commission (ONCC) to
develop a runway rotation plan for the
overnight hours. To date, the ONCC
Fly Quiet Subcommittee has met
several times to discuss possible runway
rotation alternatives. Since the ONCC
and Chicago Department of Aviation
do not model these potential rotation
proposals to determine the true impact
they will have on the surrounding
communities, the Suburban O’Hare
Commission (SOC), of which Itasca
is a member, hired and is paying for
an aviation expert to perform the

modelling. We feel it is important to
know the full impact of any proposal
before we make a decision on which
runway rotation plan is best for all of
the communities surrounding O’Hare
Airport. The modelling should be
completed by the end of April, and
will be presented to SOC and the
ONCC. The ONCC and the Chicago
Department of Aviation plan to present
a recommended rotation proposal to
the Federal Aviation Administration
sometime in the spring.
The second issue is a recently
announced plan by Commonwealth
Edison to construct a high voltage
electric transmission line from the Itasca
substation to Bartlett. The proposed
transmission line would consist of 130’
to 170’ tall utility poles running along
the south side of the Elgin O’Hare
Expressway, the side closest to most
of our homes. And in the future,
Commonwealth Edison could construct
another set of poles that would run
along the north side of the Expressway.
ComEd has held several open house
meetings, including one at the Itasca
Village Hall on February 11th, regarding
this project. At these meetings ComEd
explained that the need for this
transmission line is driven not by a need
for increased electricity demand but
for reliability needs. Itasca is currently
working with several other communities
affected by this project to explore what
options are available in order for us to
dispute the need for this project. We
will keep you posted.
I want to ensure to all of you that
the Trustees, the Village staff and I are
doing everything we can to lessen the
impact the Airport and ComEd have on
your quality of life. I wish all of you a
happy and prosperous 2016.

800-435-9569

3/3/16 1:27 PM

Environmental Services
Fred Maier, Environmental Services Coordinator

Phone: (630) 228-5652 • e-mail: fmaier@itasca.com

Litter Sweep 2016

W
GREEN Day 2016

T

he Village of Itasca will host a
GREEN Day recycling event this
year on Saturday, May 7th at the
METRA Parking Lot on Irving Park
Road in Itasca from 8:00 am until
noon. Due to major changes in the
recycling market, we are limiting the
recycling of old style “CRT” televisions
and computer monitors to one of each
per car. Thin screen televisions and
computer monitors are NOT included
in this limit. Along with accepting a
wide range of electronic wastes (for
a more complete list of acceptable
electronics, please visit the Village
website: www.itasca.com), we will be
accepting paper, including documents
for shredding, fabric, used bicycles,
American Flags, eye glasses, hearing
aids, prescription medications, used
motor oil, used antifreeze, automotive
batteries, scrap metal, fire extinguishers,
books, school & office supplies, cell
phones, ink jet cartridges, keys, clothing
buttons & safety pins. For the third
year in a row, we will also be accepting
cooking oil. We will accept the cooking
oil in the containers, or the containers
can be dumped out for you to take
home.
We will NOT accept hazardous
household wastes or paint.
Each year, Fellowes, Inc. has provided
personal paper shredders for a few lucky
attendees. These will be distributed to
random participants throughout the
day.
For more information, please visit
the Village website at www.itasca.com,
or e-mail fmaier@itasca.com with any
specific questions.

ith the winter snows now behind us, before the grass and other vegetation
gets too tall, we are inviting everyone, residents and businesses, to participate
in a Village-wide Litter Sweep. Select a day between Earth Day, Friday, April
22nd and Arbor Day (celebrated in Itasca on Saturday April 30th). Spend an hour or
two walking your property and picking up all the litter that has been hiding under
the snow for the last few months. If your yard is clean, take a walk to a nearby park
or other public area and help us keep our community clean and beautiful. Send us
pictures and stories that we can be share on the Village’s Facebook page.

Join the Sweep Tradition

P

lease join us at the Springbrook Nature Center on Saturday, May 21st, 2016
from 9:00 am – Noon for this year’s annual River Sweep. We are in need of
helping hands to walk our River Walk and the banks of Springbrook Creek,
clearing blockages and collecting litter as part of this community volunteer
program.
The annual DuPage County River Sweep is a county-wide self-coordinated
stream cleanup which has been held each spring for over twenty years. The purpose
of the river sweep is to encourage volunteers to help “sweep our rivers clean” by
picking up debris in and along the local waterways and restoring nearby land back
to its natural state. More than 10,000 volunteers have removed nearly 245 tons of
garbage from DuPage County streams since 1991. The Sweep encompasses the East
and West Branches of the DuPage River and Salt Creek, as well as many tributaries
including Springbrook Creek here in Itasca. Overall, the event covered just 60 miles
of shoreline last year.
During Sweep 2014, over 200 students from 18 communities throughout the
DuPage River watershed participated in the cleanup. In total, 700 volunteers were
spread throughout the watershed, maintaining our record-setting pace of volunteer
involvement. Since adding restoration to Sweep activities in 2009, more than 16
acres of land near waterways have been stewarded by volunteers removing invasive
species such as buckthorn, garlic mustard, honeysuckle and multiflora rose.

To Register

If you would like to be involved in the 2016 DuPage River Sweep, there are two
ways to get participate in Itasca’s program: either as a Group Coordinator, or
Individual Volunteer. Group coordinators, either one member of a family group,
or a leader of a youth group or organization, should contact Mr. Fred Maier
(fmaier@itasca.com) to coordinate your group’s efforts. Supplies are provided by
organizations sponsoring the Sweep to help your efforts. To learn more about
being a Group Coordinator, read Sweep Responsibilities and the Conservation
Foundation’s 2015 Group Coordinator Manual.
Individual volunteers may request being assigned to a group or may work
independently. Pre-registration is required. Both the pre-registration form and the
Group Coordinator’s manual are available at the Conservation Foundation’s website:
(http://www.theconservationfoundation.org) and click on the “Events” link to be
directed to the DuPage River Sweep page.

Restoration Sites

If picking up trash isn’t your bag, help the Itasca community by restoring natural
areas along Springbrook Creek. Please indicate this preference on your registration.
Adult supervision is requested for volunteers under age 18.

www.itasca.com
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Village of Itasca
Ross Hitchcock, Director of Public Works

Phone: (630) 773-2455 • e-mail: rhitchcock@itasca.com

Guidelines for Brush/Yard Waste Collection

Village Waste and
Recycling Program
Please remember that the containers
should be placed at the curbside Sunday
evening or early Monday morning to
assure that they will be emptied. When
placing the containers at the curb,
please leave space between the cans. It
allows for faster collection, which helps
keep our costs down and helps keep our
environment healthy.
All collection trucks are equipped
with mechanical arms to grab the
containers, lift them up and dump them
into the collection trucks. If there is
not enough room between the cans for
the mechanical arms to grab them, the
driver is required to stop and move the
cans apart, slowing down collection for
the rest of the town, and risking injury
to the driver.

Brush and Yard Waste pick-up begins the first Monday of April; April 4th this
year, and continues through the last Monday in November (November 28th).
Yard Waste must be placed in biodegradable paper bags or a reusable container
no larger than 34 gallons clearly marked “Yard Waste” weighing a maximum of
50 lbs.
Brush is picked up every Monday (April through November); any homeowner
who needs brush disposal at any other time must contact a landscaper for
disposal of materials.
Brush must be bundled with biodegradable twine with a maximum weight of
50 lbs. Each bundle must be in neat manageable piles, with cut ends facing the
street, placed on the parkway.
Branches and limbs can be up to six inches in diameter and no longer than four
feet. Larger branches and tree trunks must be handled by homeowners.
The Village of Itasca does not provide pick-up for unbundled brush piles.
Please note: Refuse, recycling and brush/yard waste may not be placed out at the
curb before 4:00 pm on the Sunday prior to trash pick-up.
All empty refuse containers must be removed from the curb by 10:00 pm on the day
of pick-up. There will be NO garbage pick-up on the following dates in 2016:
May 30th (Memorial Day) • July 4th (Independence Day) • September 5th (Labor Day)
There WILL BE garbage pick-up on President’s Day and Columbus Day.

Electronics waste disposal is against the law

E

ffective January 1, 2012, the disposal of computers, televisions, and other
electronic devices will be banned from Illinois landfills, and therefore not
collected curbside.
Under State law, electronic waste (E-waste) must be recycled by a registered
collector, recycler and/or manufacturer. E-waste includes computers and monitors;
printers and scanners; laptops; keyboards; fax machines; video and game consoles;
TV’s; cable and satellite receivers; DVD players and small
scale servers. Do not place them in your trash!
The Village of Itasca sponsors a drop-off program on the
first Saturday of May every year. For other disposal options
throughout the year, please visit our website: www.itasca.
com/ewaste; or for more information contact your local
Republic Service division at (847) 981-0091.

Itasca Public Works Department Currently Accepting Applications For Seasonal Labor Positions
40 hours/week 7:00 am-3:30 pm Monday - Friday
Approximately 12 weeks
Starting Dates: As early as May 9th, no later than May 27th.
Please visit www.itasca.com for application and details.

www.itasca.com
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Message from the Mayor

T

he warmer
temperatures
are just around
the corner and
the warmer
temperatures of
summer bring our
special events line
up starting with
the Memorial
Mayor Jeff Pruyn
Day parade,
the Highland Games, Fourth of July
Fireworks, Itascafest and then our
Oktoberfest (In September). I, like so
many of you, really enjoy our festivals. I
believe it is a big part of what makes Itasca
a great place to live. All of the funding
used on special events comes from the
Village’s Hotel Tax. Because we are a nonhome rule community, the Village can
only spend the funds collected from our
1,115 hotel rooms to promote tourism.
Since we do not have a zoo, concert hall,
stadium or area attraction we use special
events to attract visitors to our Village. The
Village Board and I look forward to seeing
you at these events.
The Village has long sought the creation
of a Quiet Zone for the railroad tracks. A
quiet zone is a status whereby trains are not
required to blow their horns as they pass at
grade crossings, which is a federal mandate.
To establish the quiet zone we did have to
put up the medians on Prospect, Walnut,
Catalpa and Rohlwing. Now, this does
not mean trains cannot blow their horns;
they can if they see a safety related issue.
One such issue is people walking around
the downed gates. This is a serious issue
and our police will issue very expensive
fines for this violation. Itasca is double
tracked and we would never want to see
anyone harmed so please never go around
a downed gate.
Every year the Village must pass a
budget for its fiscal year of May 1st- April
30th. This year I am proud to say that we
are passing a balanced budget with no
new fees or taxes. This was not easy as
many of our costs have gone up and some
of our key revenue sources declined from
previous levels. But, the Village Board and
I felt that it was important to tighten the
belt as much as we could, without severely

impacting services levels and to come in
balanced. Now, with major issues like the
funding of police and public employee
pensions, property tax freezes (proposed
at the state), the possibility of the loss of
state shared revenue and our reliance on
sales tax receipts are still out there. And,
then there is our need to keep up with
our infrastructure replacement programs.
Without new sources of revenue hard
decisions are coming.
My last topic is on electrical
aggregation. The Village’s aggregation
program has been a big success, saving
the average Itasca homeowner $400 since
the inception of the program. However,
since the Village last renewed pricing for
its aggregation program, the pricing of
all several commodities has seen declines.
Similarly, electricity pricing has seen a
significant drop over the last year.
As such, the recently released ComEd
base rate is now competitive with the
Village’s current electric aggregation
program rate, which drops to 6.373¢ per
kWh in July. For the summer months of
June 2016 to September 2016, ComEd’s
rate is 6.19¢ per kWh and from October
2016 through May 2017 is 6.308¢
(subject to change). Please note however,
the ComEd’s rate will increase or decrease
on a monthly basis by up to 0.50¢per kWh
because of the Purchased Electricity
Adjustment (PEA). Specifically, the ComEd
rate will vary from 5.690¢ to 6.808¢. More
information on these rates can be found at
www.pluginillinois.com. (Be sure to add
the Transmission Charges as part of the
Price-to-Compare.) The PEA only applies
to the ComEd rate; the Village program
rate will NOT be affected by the PEA.
Residents may be better served by
switching back to ComEd for the duration
of the Village’s program which expires in
August 2017. The Village aggregation
program has no early termination fee, so
any resident wanting to move to the lower
ComEd rate may do so with no penalty
by calling the Village’s current supplier,
Homefield, at 1-866-694-1262. (Neither
the Village nor ComEd can switch your
account, only Homefield.) Residents
should have their ComEd account
number on hand when they call.
5/25/16 11:16 AM

Community Development
Nancy Hill, Community Development Director

Phone: (630) 773-5568 • e-mail: nhill@itasca.com

Report on
Green Day 2016,
Saturday May 7th 2016
All numbers below are ESTIMATED:
Number of cars
350 – 400

Electronics collected

Tollway to Start Collecting Tolls on IL Rt. 390
This Summer

B

eginning July 5, 2016, cashless tolling will begin on IL Rt. 390/ Elgin O’Hare
Tollway from Lake Street to I-290. Portions of the Elgin O’Hare east of I-290
will not be charged tolls until a later date.
The Elgin O’Hare Tollway is the first, all-electronic roadway on the Illinois
Tollway system, which provides for a safer, more efficient and seamless method of
collecting tolls from customers.
I-PASS customers can drive on the IL Rt. 390 Tollway and benefit from a 50
percent discount on tolls. Transponders need to be mounted correctly. While
multiple vehicles can be linked to an I-PASS account, each vehicle needs a separate
transponder.
Since there are no toll booths or automated coin machines available along the
Illinois Route 390 Tollway, all customers are driving on an I-PASS Tollway. Drivers
with an unpaid toll should make note of the toll collection location by identifying
the toll plaza name, number or the nearest milepost and go online at
www.illinoistollway.com or pay by mail within the 7-day grace period.
For the month of July, drivers with unpaid tolls will have an extended grace
period to pay until July 31, 2016. After this date, the 7-day grace period will
resume.
Need an I-PASS? Customers will save 50 percent on tolls when they get a
transponder in person, online, by phone or by mail. The nearest I-PASS Customer
Service Center is at the O’Hare Oasis on the Tri-State Tollway (I-294). In addition,
nearly 200 Jewel-Osco locations in Illinois sell I-PASS transponders including:
Wood Dale – 343 W. Irving Park Road
Elk Grove Village - 20 Biesterfield Road
Carol Stream - 750 W. Army Trail Road
Glendale Heights - 2164 Bloomingdale Road
Schaumburg - 1151 S. Roselle Road and 2501 Schaumburg Road
Please note Jewel-Osco applies a $2.90 service charge per transponder.
Activation is required for transponders; instructions are included in the transponder
box.
With questions or to manage an I-Pass account, Tollway customers can call
1-800-UC-IPASS or go online to www.illinoistollway.com.
4
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8,000 – 10,000 pounds

Motor Oil

150 gallons

Antifreeze
40 gallons

Cooking oils/Grease
5 gallons

Steel/Metals
300 pounds

Batteries

800 pounds

Clothes/Cloth items
50 pounds

Bicycles
16

Prescription drugs
to be determined

American Flags
7 flags

Eyeglasses
80 pairs

Paper

8,000 pounds

SCARCE items

250 pounds of miscellaneous materials

www.itasca.com
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By now many of you have seen the
progress being made on Thorndale
Avenue. The Tollway expects the
westbound traffic to actually be using
the new elevated portion soon! The
eastbound traffic will stay at ground
level until they build the elevated
portions. Please use caution as the
traffic patterns change on a frequent
basis, and the Village has attended to
several accidents in that area. Keep in
mind that as of July 5th the Tollway has
been collecting tolls for the portion of
the road west of I-290.

idea is to spread the noise from the
use of runways from 11pm until 5:30
am from just the longest runway(s) to
all runways thereby providing relief
to those living under the runways
frequently used. The village sent all
residents a flyer with directions on how
to log your feedback. This feedback
is critical to the next stage of analysis
to see if the rotation plan did indeed
reduce the noise. I am hopeful this type
of rotational plan becomes permanent
and its expanded to other times of the
day.

New Water Bills
Starting in June the Village changed its
water bills from a small postcard to an
8 ½ x 11 paper sheet delivered in an
envelope. Over the past several years
we have received many complaints that
the postcards were either never delivered
or got lost in other pieces of mail like
magazines. The new style allows us
to avoid these issues, and provides the
opportunity to add messaging like the
calendar of special events (included in
the June mailing).

Com Ed Poles along IL Rt 390

Upcoming Festivals

There is no new information on the
proposed project to install 150’ high
poles along IL Rt 390 from Prospect
Avenue west to the Village of Hanover
Park. Com Ed has not filed with the
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC)
for the approval to install these poles.
The Villages of Itasca, Elk Grove,
Roselle, Hanover Park and Schaumburg
continue to oppose this project.

I hope to see you at our upcoming
special events this season. Oktoberfest is
approaching on September 9th and 10th
located in Downtown Itasca on Orchard
Street. The NFL Kick-Off event is also
on September 11th under the tent on
Sunday. The Itasca International Craft
Beer tasting will occur on October 7th
and will benefit the Itasca Food Pantry,
Walk-In Ministry, and Friends of
Springbrook.

OʼHare Noise
The Village of Itasca, through the
Suburban O’Hare Commission and
the O’Hare Noise Compatibility
Commission, fostered a 6-month trial
of an overnight rotational runway plan
recently approved by the FAA. This
plan has the airport rotating which
runways are used during the late night
hours during a one-week period. The

I hope you have a wonderfull fall.
Mayor Jeff Pruyn

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Nancy Hill, Community Development Director

Phone: (630) 773-5568 • e-mail: nhill@itasca.com

Residential Flood-Proofing Guidebook Available

D

uPage County Stormwater Management recently released a Flood-Proofing
Guidebook intended to help homeowners resolve common localized flooding issues
from both underground and overland sources. Developed in partnership with Bluestem
Communications, the guidebook helps homeowners identify the source of their flooding, as well
as various ways to combat this flooding. Depending on the type of flooding incurred, solutions
range from installing overhead sewer systems to nature-based solutions. The guidebook also
includes resources for during and after a flood. For a copy of the guidebook, go to:
http://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/52627/

Itasca Means
Business!

T

he Village of Itasca is proud
of its business community
and would like to extend a
warm welcome to the following
companies which recently received
Village Board approval to operate
in our town:
AmLED Technologies, Inc.
1035 Hilltop Dr.
(LED Light Fixture Design and
Manufacturing)
John A. Guerrieri DDS, Ltd.
421 W. Irving Park Rd.
(Dental Office)

KELLY MILLER
CIRCUS

Lead-Based Paint and Contractor Requirements

W

as your home built before 1978? If that is the case, your home may still have
lead-based paint. The hazards of lead-based paint have not gone away. While
doing work on your home, lead paint dust can spread easily.
The EPA requires that contactors be Lead-Safe Certified. Contractors needing to
meet this certification include, renovators, electricians, HVAC specialists, plumbers,
painters, and maintenance staff who disrupt more than six square feet of lead paint.
To protect your family and loved ones, make sure to hire a contractor who is LeadSafe Certified by the EPA.

Wed Sept 14th • Show times 4:30 and 7:30
Advance Discount Tickets available at:
Park District • Library • Village Hall
www.itasca.com
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“LEAVE” It Out of the Streets, Sewers and Streams

T

he changing season also brings the inevitable need for yard cleanup. We are asking for all Itasca residents’ help in keeping
leaves out of our streets and storm sewers. When raking your yard and parkway, please take a moment when there are no
cars in the street to rake up and remove the leaves from the curb line.
Everything entering Itasca’s storm drains eventually runs into rivers or streams. In autumn, leaves are oftentimes blown
or swept into storm drains and waterways and can become a source of water pollution. Once they reach waterways, leaves
decompose and release phosphorous into the water, which can result in algae blooms and decreased oxygen for fish.
However, pollutants are not the only problem. Leaves can also build up along curbs, gutters and storm drains, which stop
storm water runoff from entering the storm drains. Should a major weather event occur, this can lead to localized flooding.
Itasca residents can help to keep excess leaves out of storm sewers and waterways by engaging in a number of activities:
Start a compost pile or add leaves to an existing one. While the organic debris is not ideal for aquatic life, composted
leaves and other organic materials are an excellent resource for fertilizing your garden in the summer months. It provides
necessary nutrients, while also reducing the need for chemical fertilizers.
Leaves can be chopped into small pieces using a mulching mower, which will decompose directly on lawns. The leaf pieces
can also be collected and spread around flowerbeds and shrubs as mulch.
In Itasca, Yard Waste Pick-Up is every Monday from April through November. Yard waste must be in biodegradable
paper bags or a reusable container clearly marked “Yard Waste.” Branches must be a maximum of 4 feet in length and
4 inches in diameter, and placed neatly at the curb. When a holiday falls on a Monday, pick up will be on the Tuesday
following the holiday.
If recycling leaves on your property is not an option, residents may bring leaves to DuPage Yard Waste (1195 W.
Washington St., West Chicago) for a fee. To transport, collect leaves in a secure and properly sealed paper bag to ensure
they do not blow into storm sewers or streams.
For more information on water quality, visit: www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Water_Quality/42729/.

Cooking Oil Collection Program:
Recycle your Cooking Oil into Bio-Fuel this Thanksgiving!

W

e are proud to announce communities around DuPage County are once again working to keep cooking oil out of the
drains this holiday season. This recycling program returns to Itasca on Saturday, November 26th from 9:00 am until
noon, when the big day for turkey frying is over!
FOGs (fats, oils and grease) cause 57% of the sewer backups in communities, costing taxpayers money for the sewers to be
fixed and cleaned, not to mention causing homeowners an expense when it backs up into their home.
FOGs become more of an issue around the holidays, particularly after a deep-fried turkey on Thanksgiving. Please save
your liquid cooking oils and other FOGs in the containers you bought them in, milk jugs or 5 gallon buckets and bring the
oil to the collection site on Saturday. This year we will be accepting the containers, but will also have a collection bin, in case
you wish to keep your FOGs container for next year. Please be sure that the used cooking oil is not contaminated with other
non-biodegradable oils or fluids. When bringing the cooking oil for recycling, please make sure that it is warm enough to pour.
Cool November evenings can cause the oil to partially or fully congeal, making it difficult to pour the oil out of the container.
This program is a win-win. FOGs are kept out of drains and landfills, and are recycled into bio-fuels by Chicago Biofuel
into biodiesel. Please drop the containers of oil off the Saturday after Thanksgiving at the Itasca Village Hall, 550 W. Irving
Park Road in Itasca from 9:00 am until noon.
For information on other locations and year-round collection locations, please check the SCARCE website at:
www.scarceecoed.org.

www.itasca.com
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Message from the Mayor

I

thank all of the
Village board
members,
Village staff, and
the residents for
their efforts in
helping to keep
Itasca a great
place to live and
Mayor Jeff Pruyn
to operate a
business.
For a Village with 9,000 residents we
are dealing with several major issues:
the Elgin-O’Hare project (IL Rte. 390),
the O’Hare Modernization project and
its impacts on Itasca, and our capital
and fiscal plans for the Water and Sewer
Fund.
The IL Rte. 390 project is now
completing its third construction
year. We have all experienced some
inconveniences, but the project remains
on schedule to be completed with the
construction of an elevated tollway
through Itasca by the end of 2017.
This very complicated project requires
a great deal of attention by the Village
as we have millions of dollars of assets
involved, including water and sewer
mains, streets, street lights, traffic
signals, sidewalks, as well as trees and
so much more. As a Village Board, we
made the decision to expend funds to
oversee the tollway contractor’s activities
to ensure that their work did not leave
the Village with any expensive surprises
in the future. We decided to monitor
the construction, attend construction
meetings to be kept informed of
upcoming road closures, and to ensuree
that Itasca’s interests are being met. We
believe this was a wise decision and
very prudent even though its costs are
coming out of the Village’s reserves.
The ten billion dollar O’Hare
Modernization project is designed
to change the existing runways to an
east-west flow versus diagonals. This
past October 15th, the airport opened

the new south runway which flies over
the southern tip of Itasca. Since the
opening of these new runways and
the lengthening of existing runways,
Itasca and its neighbors have been
experiencing more flights, and flights
that have been flying lower than
previously occured. Through the
Suburban O’Hare Commission (SOC),
we have funded a technically accurate
study through a nationally recognized
aviation firm to determine what the
airport could do to address these issues
in a fair and safe manner.
The communities in SOC have
been seeking a seat at the table with
the City of Chicago, the O’Hare Noise
Compatability Commission and with
the FAA to institute these measures. I
offered to serve on a committee that
is supposed to address these issues but
was not selected. However, I, Trustees
familiar with these issues and Village
staff will still attend these meetings to
make sure our voices are heard. We
realize that the planes will not go away
and that any relief will only come from
the use of all the runways (spreading out
the planes) and for the airport to adopt
flight measures that address the quality
of life issues like Fly Quiet procedures,
or using runways at night that go over
less populated areas.
The third issue deals with the
Village’s water and sewer operations.
The Village operates a system that has
over 50 miles of sewer and water mains,
two elevated water reservoirs and one at
grade reservoir, eleven sewer lift stations,
a water treatment plant and miles of
storm sewers. We provide clean, safe,
and reliable water to roughly 3,000
customers and treat millions of gallons
of liquid and solid waste every day.
Unfortunately, our treatment
plant project did not go as planned
and we are in the midst of suing the

Continued on page 3
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Village of Itasca
Melody Craven, Village Clerk

Christmas Tree
Collection

T

he Village of Itasca’s waste and
recycling collector, Republic Services,
will offer curbside Christmas tree
pick up during the first two full weeks
of January: on Monday, January 4th and
Monday, January 11th, 2016. Christmas
trees must be free of all decorations,
including tinsel. They cannot be placed
in plastic bags. If you place out a tree
that violates these guidelines, Republic
will not pick it up.

Itasca Cares

T

he “Itasca Cares” website is now
available for viewing. The four Itasca
charities provide help for residents
going through difficult times.
Please visit Itascacares.org for
a complete list of the member
organizations and the assistance they
can provide our community.

Phone: (630) 773-0835 • e-mail: mcraven@itasca.com

Family Christmas Concert

T

he 24th annual Family Christmas Concert is being held on Saturday, December
5th. The Hanmee Presbyterian Church, located at 1149 W. Bloomingdale Road,
is hosting this year’s performance.
Doors open at 7:00 pm with the concert starting at 7:30 pm. Following the
concert, a reception will be held in the church gym.
The program includes familiar Christmas carols, audience participation, handbell
numbers performed by the Hanmee Handbell choir, and children singing “Away in
a Manger” with the orchestra.
All proceeds are donated to Itasca charities. Over $83,000 has been donated to
the Itasca Food Pantry, Itasca Walk In Ministry, the Itasca PADS site at the First
Presbyterian Church and the Itasca Community Outreach Team.
This is a community supported annual event, with the Itasca Lions providing
the outdoor path lighting through their luminaries, and the reception table floral
arrangements made by the Itasca Garden Club.
Adult tickets are $10.00, children 3-12 are $5.00 and children under 3 may
attend for free.
Tickets are available at the Itasca Community Library, local churches and at the
door.
For more information call 630-773-8518.

Hat and Mitten Tree

I

t’s that time of the year again ... time for giving thanks and spreading joy.
The Village Hall has a “Hat and Mitten Tree” up in the lobby. Our goal is to
collect as many “new” winter hats, gloves, scarves and other cold weather wear (for
all ages) and distribute them to those in need.
Please bring in something to hang on our “Hat and Mitten Tree” during business
hours (M–F, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm) from November 30th through December 31st, and
help to make someone’s winter a little warmer and their holidays a little happier.

The Village of Itasca
2016 Dog Licenses are Fetching Tails Foundation
etching Tails Foundation (FTF) is an Illinois based non-breed specific rescue
due January 1st
organization based out of Itasca, committed to saving animals regardless of

V

illage of Itasca ordinance requires
that all dogs residing within the
incorporated limits of Itasca have a
valid dog license affixed to their collar.
The fee for this license is $3.00
and can be obtained at Village Hall –
Administration desk located at 550 W.
Irving Park Road, beginning December
1st. Proof of rabies vaccination is
required. Remember: should your dog
become lost, the Village tag worn by
your dog will expedite a safe and happy
reunion with your lost pet.

2
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breed, age, or physical ability. We are 100% volunteer staffed and a foster based
group, dedicating our time and resources to the needs of the animals. All funds are
raised through private and corporate donations, fundraising events and adoptions.
These funds are directly applied to animal care, safety, training, and health. It is
our mission to serve the homeless pet population and do our part to decrease the
number of dogs in shelters both locally and nationwide.
Fetching Tails Foundation promotes the responsible rehoming of local homeless
dogs. FTF follows thorough steps in the adoption process, and takes time to
consider the needs of both the family and the dog. There are no wrong animals,
just wrong fits, and FTF will take as much time as is needed in order to understand
what would make a good fit between a dog and adopter.
FTF strongly believes in the importance of spay and neuter of all pets. Spaying
and neutering reduces the amount of animals that end up in shelters, and in
turn reduces the number of animals that are euthanized by no fault of their
own. Regardless of where a person has acquired a pet, FTF volunteers can offer
suggestions and resources on how and where to get your pet spayed or neutered.

www.itasca.com
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NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Volunteer Work Day
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: April 29, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Nature Center
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
__X__ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
_____ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Seven staff from Blue Grace Logistics collected litter and removed branches and
other debris from the floodplain of Springbrook Creek at the Nature Center.

Attendance of Event/Activity: Seven adults
Duration of Event/Activity (hours): 1 ¼ hours
Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
Six cubic feet of garbage collected, one dump truck load of branches removed.

Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removing litter and downed branches keeps them out of the stream channel, preventing blockages.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Village Green Day Event
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: May 7, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Commuter Parking Lot – Irving Park Road, Itasca
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
__X _ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
_____ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
__X__ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: A drop-off collection event was held for all Itasca residents, allowing them to
safely and properly dispose of a number of materials, including cooking oils and greases, and automotive fluids.
Flyers were distributed to all participants explaining proper disposal methods for oil-based and latex paints.
Attendance of Event/Activity: Estimated 400 cars
Duration of Event/Activity (hours): 4 hours
Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
150 gallons motor oil, 25 gallons of cooking grease/fats, 100 gallons other automotive fluids, 250 brochures
distributed.
Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
By educating the public, and collecting a number of potentially dangerous or damaging materials, the Village was
able to reduce the amount of potential contaminants that could have otherwise been dumped into our storm sewers.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Volunteer Work Day
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: May 12, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Nature Center
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
__X__ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
_____ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Staff from Accertify collected litter and removed weeds from the floodplain of
Springbrook Creek at the Nature Center.

Attendance of Event/Activity: Fifteen adults
Duration of Event/Activity (hours):

3 hours

Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
Three cubic feet of garbage collected, one dumpster load of ragweed and garlic mustard removed.

Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removing litter it out of the stream channel, preventing blockages. Removing non-native species allows growth of
native species in the floodway, which are better at reducing erosion.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity:

River Sweep

Sponsor/Department:

Village of Itasca, Conservation Fouondation, DuPage County

Date of Event/Activity:

May 21st, 2016, 9:00 am - noon

Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Creek in Itasca, from Rohlwing Road to Itasca Country Club
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
_____ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
__X__ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Sixty five adults and thirty students cleaned about four miles of the banks of
Springbrook Creek, removing litter, clearing small snags, removing downed logs and branches, cutting out buckthorn
and weeding out garlic mustard.
Attendance of Event/Activity:

65 adults, 30 teens

Duration of Event/Activity (hours): 3 hours
Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
16 yards of garbage collected, half acre of shore weeded for garlic mustard, ½ mile of stream shoreline cleared of
Buckthorn.
Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removal of garbage and woody debris prevented the materials from entering or remaining in the stream channel;
removal of weed species improved habitat to allow more native vegetation to become established, reducing soil
erosion.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Volunteer Work Day
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: June 2, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Nature Center
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
__X__ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
_____ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Staff from Nestle’s did natural areas restoration work in the floodplain of
Springbrook Creek at the Nature Center.
Attendance of Event/Activity: 12 adults
Duration of Event/Activity (hours):

3 ½ hours

Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
The group weeded four hundred feet of shoreline and removed logs and branches from a quarter-mile of stream
Channel.
Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removing litter and tree debris gets it out of the stream channel, preventing blockages. Removing non-native species
allows growth of native species in the floodway, which are better at reducing erosion.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Volunteer Work Day
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: June 2, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Nature Center
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
__X__ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
_____ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Staff from Nielsen did a wide range of management and maintenance work
throughout the floodplain of Springbrook Creek at the Nature Center.
Attendance of Event/Activity: One hundred seventy six adults
Duration of Event/Activity (hours):

5 ½ hours

Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
The group resurfaced a half-mile woodchip trail, mulched in 250 trees, collected ~6 cubic feet of garbage/litter,
weeded two acres of prairie and woodland, removed logs and branches from a half-mile for stream channel, and
restored a large footbridge over Springbrook Creek.
Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removing litter and tree debris gets it out of the stream channel, preventing blockages. Removing non-native species
allows growth of native species in the floodway, which are better at reducing erosion, repair of the bridge helps keep
it in good repair.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Volunteer Work Day
Sponsor/Department: Village of Itasca
Date of Event/Activity: October 8, 2016
Location of Event/Activity: Springbrook Nature Center
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
__X__ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
_____ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Staff from Canon did natural areas restoration work and seed collection in the
floodplain of Springbrook Creek at the Nature Center.
Attendance of Event/Activity: 9 adults and two children
Duration of Event/Activity (hours):

2 hours

Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
The group weeded a quarter-acre of prairie along Springbrook Creek, and collected native seed for future restoration.

Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
Removing non-native species allows growth of native species in the floodway, which are better at reducing erosion.
Collecting seed allows for additional planting next year at a minimal cost.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity: Pumpkin Recycling
Sponsor/Department:

Village of Itasca

Date of Event/Activity:

November 5, 2016

Location of Event/Activity: Itasca Water Park
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
_____ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
__X__ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: The Village of Itasca sponsored its second annual pumpkin collection event after
Halloween. The purpose of the event is to keep compostable pumpkins out of the solid waste stream, and encourage
proper disposal through a large scale composting program.
Attendance of Event/Activity:

40 people

Duration of Event/Activity (hours): 4 hours
Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
~ 1,100 pound of pumpkin was collected and sent to a composting facility.

Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
People were educated regarding the ability to compost materials rather than dispose of them in landfills. An
estimated 1,000 gallons of water was diverted from a landfill, which would otherwise need to be collected and
treated as leachate from the landfill.

NPDES Event/Activity Form
Name of Village Representative filling out form: Frederick Maier
Position: Environmental Services Coordinator
Title of Event/Activity:

Grease Collection Event

Sponsor/Department:

Village of Itasca

Date of Event/Activity:

November 26th, 2016

Location of Event/Activity: 550 W. Irving Park Road Itasca
NPDES Type of Event/Activity, check one of the following:
_____ Public Education/Outreach (distribution of educational materials; presentations)
_____ Public Participation/Involvement (any event that includes the public in developing, implementing,
updating and reviewing the stormwater management program)
__X__ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping (the municipality reduces the amount and type of
pollution that collects in storm sewers and ditches, as well as on streets, parking lots, open spaces,
and storage and vehicle maintenance areas)
Brief Description of Event/Activity: Collection event to recycle cooking fats, oils and grease (FOGs)
Attendance of Event/Activity:

1 employee, 8 visitors

Duration of Event/Activity (hours): 4.5 hours
Quantification of Event/Activity (for example: 100 brochures distributed, 15 attendees at a 20 minute presentation, 35
volunteers removing debris for 2 hours/approximately 40 garbage bags, ran the vacuum truck for 2 full business
days/clearing approximately 45 catch basins/approximately 120 cubic yards). Please be as specific as possible):
26 gallons of FOGs collected and turned over the Chicago Biofuel for conversion into diesel fuel

Description of what this Event/Activity accomplished and/or how it prevented or reduced stormwater pollution:
By providing a convenient collection event after Thanksgiving every year, we educate the public in proper, safe
disposal of FOGs, keep them from entering either the storm sewer or sanitary sewer system, and provide raw
materials for the creation of biodiesel.

Saturday, May 20th 9:00-Noon
Join the fun and make a difference in your community on May 20th!
Individuals as well as community, school, scout and family groups are invited to register to help
remove debris from the DuPage River, Salt Creek and their
tributaries or help restore stream banks back to the natural state.
Since 1991, over 261 tons of trash have been removed from DuPage County
rivers by 11,700 volunteers. The Sweep is coordinated by The Conservation
Foundation. Work gloves, garbage bags, trash pokers, grabbers and
refreshments are supplied by sponsors.
To register as an individual or group, fill out the form below and return it to
The Conservation Foundation.
Log on to www.theconservationfoundation.org/sweep for more details or to register online.
For more information contact Jan Roehll at (630) 428-4500, ext. 121.

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2017 DuPage County River Sweep Registration Form
Indicate if you are a group or individual and your preferred type of volunteer participation.
Email, fax or mail your form to the address below.
Step 1  Group

 Individual

Step 2  Sweep clean up

 Restoration (select sites available - see website)

 Both

Name ________________________________

Number of volunteer/s: adults_______ youth________

Organization _____________________________________

Preferred Community or Town _________________________

Group Contact ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

Telephone Number(s) (

)_______________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________

(

) _______________________

Name of stream or tributary ___________________________

e-mail __________________________________________

Supplies Needed — circle below
trash bags

Do you have canoes available to you/r group? ™ Yes

pokers

grabbers

gloves

™ No

(

)

I/Our organization would like to do a cleanup but have not selected a site. Please contact me/us with suggestions.

(

)

(
(

)
)

I/Our organization will be unable to actively participate in a cleanup but I/we would like to help with a donation of $______
enclosed (Make checks payable to The Conservation Foundation).
I/Our organization would like more information about Storm Drain Stenciling in our area.
I/Our organization would like more information regarding DuPage County Adopt-A-Stream program.

Questions?
Call Jan Roehll at 630-428-4500, Ext. 121 or e-mail: sgeorge@theconservationfoundation.org
Return form to:
The Conservation Foundation Attn.: Jan Roehll FAX: (630) 428-4599 10 S 404 Knoch Knolls Road Naperville, IL 60565

DRSCW NPDES Activities
March 2016 – February 2017
PART I. COVERAGE UNDER GENRAL PERMITS ILR40
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
PART II. NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) REQUIREMENTS
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
PART III. SPECIAL CONDITIONS
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
PART IV. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS
A. Requirements
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
B. Minimum Control Measure
1. Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts
DRSCW outreach activities for the year ending 2017 included:





The DRSCW website was maintained during the reporting period and periodically updated
with presentations and material (www.drscw.org).
A searchable database with information on local aquatic biodiversity (IBIs), habitat (QHEI),
and sediment and water column chemistry was maintained and periodically updated.
The DRSCW created a “Water Resource Manager’s Guide to Aquatic Bioassessment,” to
be finalized in 2017.
Public information available on the website includes:
 Chloride Fact Sheets aimed at mayors and managers, public works staff, commercial
operators, and homeowners.
 Model salt Storage and Handling Ordinances and Policies.
 Model Facilities Plan for Snow and Ice Control.
 A fact sheet summarizing alternative deicing products.
 Information of effective operating parameters for commonly used anti icing
compounds.
 Parking lots chloride application rate guidance example sheet and aide memoire.
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 A brochure on coal tar
sealants as a source of
Polycyclic
Aromatic
Hydrocarbons
(PAHs)
aimed at homeowners
(produced
by
the
University
of
New
Hampshire Stormwater
Center).
 Detailed reports on the
biolocal and chemical
conditions of area waterways.
Technical Presentations
Workgroup meetings: The Workgroup hosts bimonthly meetings where technical presentations
are made on a variety of water quality topics and surface water management subjects. The
audience consists of mainly stormwater and wastewater professionals but the public is welcome
to attend. Presentations made during the period March 1, 2016 to February 28, 2017 are listed
below. Selected presentations are made available on the DRSCW website and upon request.
April 27, 2016 – Reducing Urban Phosphorus Load: Identifying Sources and Controls Update.
Presenter: Bill Selbig, Research Hydrologist, USGS - Wisconsin Water Science Center
April 27, 2016 – Cold-Weather Chloride Toxicity. Presenter: Jim Huff, P.E., Huff & Huff, Inc.
June 22, 2016 – Meet the Hickory Creek Watershed Planning Group. Presenter: Dr. Lindsay Birt,
Assistant Project Manager/Project Engineer II, Huff & Huff, a subsidiary of GZA, and watershed
coordinator for HCWPC
June 22, 2016 – Plans to Meet New ILR-40 Stormwater Requirements. Presenters: Robert
Swanson, and Mary Beth Falsey, DuPage County Stormwater Management, Stephen McCracken,
TCF/DRSCW
August 31, 2016 – Nutrient Implementation Plan Kick-off. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
October 26, 2016 – Winter Level of Service in Carol Stream. Presenters: Phil Modaff, Director of
Public Works, Village of Carol Stream.
October 26, 2016 – Oak Meadows Project Overview. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
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December 14, 2016 – Incorporating the Critical Discharge for Stream Erosion into Stormwater
Management. Presenter: Robert J. Hawley, Ph.D., P.E., Principal Scientist at Sustainable Streams
and a Part-Time Instructor at the University of Kentucky.
December 14, 2016 – Stormwater Dissolved Oxygen. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
Other Water Quality Presentations or Workshops by the DRSCW
March 8, 2016 – FPDDC Board of Commissioners and Staff. Introduction to the DRSCW.
Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
April 7, 2016 – Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership. How the DRSCW prioritized
and funded its watershed priorities. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation
Foundation/ DRSCW.
May 2, 2016 – Audubon Society. Watershed Management in the Upper DuPage and Salt Creek.
Stephen McCracken, TCF/DRSCW. Presenter:
Stephen McCracken, The Conservation
Foundation/ DRSCW.
May 19, 2016 – APWA Conference, Schaumburg, IL. Chloride Management in the Upper DuPage
and Salt Creek. Presenters: Antonio Quintanilla, MWRD-GC and Presenter: Stephen McCracken,
The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
May 26, 2016 – DuPage Advisory Council. Watershed Management in the Upper DuPage and
Salt Creek. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
June 7, 2016 – Chicago Wildernesses Confluence 2016. Rethinking Implementation of the Clean
Water Act. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
September 14, 2016 – Beyond the Basics Stormwater Best Management Practices Conference,
Woodridge, IL. Safety Stripes and Other Winter Deicing Techniques. Presenter: Stephen
McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW and John Kawka.
September 26, 2016 – Levels of Service Workshop with DuPage Mayors and Managers
Conference, Oak Brook, IL. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/
DRSCW.
September 22, 2016 – Parking Lots & Sidewalks Deicing Workshop at DuPage County DOT.
September 27, 2016 – Public Roads Deicing Workshop at DuPage County DOT.  October 4, 2016
– Public Roads Deicing Workshop at Billie Limacher Bicentennial Park, Joliet, IL.
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November 2, 2016 – Chicago Wilderness Conference, Chicago, IL. FRSG, DRSCW & Hickory Creek
Forming and Running Watershed Planning Groups.”
November 7-8, 2016 – South Suburban College, Oak Forest, IL. Chloride Management in
Northeastern Illinois and the environmental impacts of salt. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
November 11th, 2016 –Public Works Department, Orland Park, Illinois. Chloride Management in
Northeastern Illinois and the environmental impacts of salt. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
November 12, 2016 –Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. Chloride Management in Northeastern
Illinois and the environmental impacts of salt. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation
Foundation/ DRSCW.
November 15, 2016 – Wisconsin Section of the Central States Environment Association Webinar.
Adaptive Implementation, Biodiversity, and TMDLs. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The
Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
February 9, 2017 – Presentation on chloride management at Stormwater Drainage Conference
at Purdue University. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/ DRSCW.
February 16, 2017: Presentation on the DRSCW at the Des Plaines River Watershed Working
Group’s Annual Meeting. Presenter: Stephen McCracken, The Conservation Foundation/
DRSCW.
2. Public Involvement and Participation – no activities
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination – no activities
4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control - no activities
5. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment - no
activities
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
Chloride Questionnaires- 2016 saw an update to the chloride management BMP tracking. A copy
of the 2014 and 2016 chloride questionnaire responses are included in Attachment A.
Two chloride reduction workshops were held during the reporting period ending March 2017.
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The Public Roads deicing workshop was held on September 27, 2016 with the following agenda:
7:00 – 7:25
Registration and
Breakfast
7:25 – 7:30 Welcome - John Kawka,
DuPage County DOT, Manager of
Highway Operations
7:30 – 7:50 DuPage River Salt Creek
Workgroup (DRSCW) Update Stephen McCracken, TCF/ DRSCW,
Director of Watershed Protection
7:50 – 8:50 Establishing Levels of
Service – Wilf Nixon, Salt Institute, VP
Science and the Environment
8:50 – 9:00 Break
9:05 – 9:35 Weather Forecasting –
Mike Adams, Wisconsin DOT,
Weather Systems Program Manager
9:35 – 10:15 Village of Oswego’s
Anti-Icing Initiatives – Jennifer
Hughes, Village of Oswego, Public
Works Director
10:15 – 10:50
New MS4
Requirements and How to Meet
Them: Managing Pollution from your
Municipal Yard – Mary Beth Falsey, DuPage County Stormwater Management, Water Quality
Supervisor; John Kawka, DuPage County DOT
10:50 – 11:00 Break
11:00 – 11:25 Contractor Perspective: Communication Strategies – Steve Pearce, Serbert, VP of
Operations
11:25 – 11:55 Municipal Perspective: Communications Strategies – Chris Walsh, City of Beloit,
Director of Operations (Retired)
11:55 – 12:00 Wrap Up, Bass Pro Shop Jacket Drawing, Equipment Show
Attendance – 145 registered, 9 presenters, 11 exhibitors/staff = 165 total. All participants
received a certificate of attendance. We received 94 feedback forms from participants.
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The Parking Lot and Sidewalk deicing workshop was held on September 22, 2016 with the
following agenda:

Local Chloride Reduction
Program.
Presenter: Stephen
McCracken, The Conservation
Foundation/DRSCW

Impact of salt from winter
snow fighting operations on our
rivers and streams. Information on
developing efficient and costeffective snow fighting operations,
appropriate product selection,
application
rates,
equipment
calibration. Presenters:
Connie
Fortin, Fortin Consulting and Chis
Walsh, City of Beloit, WI


Test on presented material.

Attendance - 68 registrations, 3
presenters, 10 exhibitors/staff = 81
total. All participants received a
training certificate and participants
who passed the test are recognized
on the DuPage County Stormwater
Management Division’s Water
Quality
–
Pollution
Prevention/Good
Housekeeping
web page. We received 55 program evaluations from participants.
C. Qualifying State, Country or Local Program
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
D. Sharing Responsibility
This report outlines the activities conducted by the DRSCW on behalf of its’ members related to
the implementation of the ILR40 permit. It is the responsibility of the individual ILR40 permit
holders to utilize this information to fulfill the reporting requirements outlined in Part V.C. of the
permit.
E. Reviewing and Updating Stormwater Management Programs
Not applicable to the work of the DRSCW.
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PART V. MONITORING, RECORDKEEPING, AND REPORTING
A. Monitoring
The ILR40 permit states that permit holders “must develop and implement a monitoring and
assessment program to evaluate the effectiveness of the BMPs being implemented to reduce
pollutant loadings and water quality impacts”. The DRSCW monitoring program meets the
following monitoring objectives and requirements outlined in the permit:






Measuring pollutants over time (Part V. A. 2. b. ii)
Sediment monitoring (Part V. A. 2. b. iii)
Assessing physical and habitat characteristics such as stream bank erosion caused by
storm water discharges ((Part V. A. 2. b. vi)
Collaborative watershed-scape monitoring (Part V. A. 2. b. x)
Ambient monitoring of total suspended solids, total nitrogen, total phosphorus, fecal
coliform, chlorides, and oil and grease (Part V. A. 2. c.)

The DRSCW water quality monitoring program is made up of two components: 1) Bioassessment
and 2) DO monitoring.
BIOASSESSMENT
Overview and Sampling Plan
A biological and water quality survey, or “biosurvey”, is an interdisciplinary monitoring effort
coordinated on a waterbody specific or watershed scale. This may involve a relatively simple
setting focusing on one or two small streams, one or two principal stressors, and a handful of
sampling sites or a much more complex effort including entire drainage basins, multiple and
overlapping stressors, and tens of sites. The DRSCW bioassessment is the latter. The DRSCW
bioassessment program began in 2007 with sampling in the West Branch DuPage River, East
Branch DuPage River and Salt Creek watersheds. From 2009-2016, each watershed was sampled
on a 3-year rotation beginning with the West Branch DuPage River watershed in 2006. Beginning
in 2017, watershed will be sampled in a 5-year rotation ensuring that each watershed will be
sampled during the effective period of the ILR40 permit. The bioassessment program functions
under a quality assurance plan agreed on with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/). Table 1 details the bioassessment sampling dates for
each DRSCW watershed.
Table 1.

Bioassessment sampling dates for the DRSWC watershed
Watershed

Sampling Completed (year)

Sampling Scheduled (year)

West Branch DuPage River

2007, 2009, 2012, 2015

2020

East Branch DuPage River

2007, 2011, 2014

2019

Salt Creek

2007, 2010, 2013, 2016

2021
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The DRSCW bioassessment program utilizes standardized biological, chemical, and physical
monitoring and assessment techniques employed to meet three major objectives:
1) determine the extent to which biological assemblages are impaired (using IEPA
guidelines);
2) determine the categorical stressors and sources that are associated with those
impairments; and,
3) add to the broader databases for the DuPage River and Salt Creek watersheds to
track and understand changes through time in response to abatement actions or
other influences.
The data collects as part of the bioassessment is processed, evaluated, and synthesized as a
biological and water quality assessment of aquatic life use status. The assessments are directly
comparable to previously conducted bioassessments such that trends in status can be examined
and causes and sources of impairment can be confirmed, amended, or removed. A final report
containing a summary of major findings and recommendations for future monitoring, follow-up
investigations, and any immediate actions that are needed to resolve readily diagnosed
impairments is prepared following each bioassessment. The bioassessment reports are posted
on the DRSCW at http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/. It is not the role of the bioassessments
to identify specific remedial actions on a site specific or watershed basis. However, the baseline
data provided by the bioassessments contributes to the Integrated Priority System that was
developed to help determine and prioritize remedial projects (http://drscw.org/wp/projectidentification-and-prioritization-system/).
Sampling sites for the bioassessment were determined systematically using a geometric design
supplemented by the bracketing of features likely to exude an influence over stream resource
quality, such as CSOs, dams and wastewater outfalls. The geometric site selection process starts
at the downstream terminus or “pour point” of the watershed (Level 1 site), then continues by
deriving each subsequent “panel” at descending intervals of one-half the drainage area (D.A.) of
the preceding level. Thus, the drainage area of each successive level decreases geometrically.
This results in in seven drainage area levels in each of the three watersheds, starting at the largest
(150 sq. mi) and continuing through successive panels of 75, 38, 19, 9, 5 and 2 sq. mi. Targeted
sites are then added to fill gaps left by the geometric design and assure complete spatial coverage
in order to capture all significant pollution gradients including reaches that are impacted by
wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs), major stormwater sources, combined sewer overflows
(CSOs) and dams. The number of sampling sites by method/protocol and watershed are listed in
Table 2 and illustrated in Figure 1.
Representativeness – Reference Sites
Data is collected from selected regional reference sites in northeastern Illinois preferably to
include existing Illinois EPA and Illinois DNR reference sites, potentially being supplemented with
other sites that meet the Illinois EPA criteria for reference conditions. One purpose of this data
will be to index the biological methods used in this study that are different from Illinois EPA
and/or DNR to the reference condition and biological index calibration as defined by Illinois EPA.

PAGE 8 OF 37

In addition, the current Illinois EPA reference network does not yet include smaller headwater
streams, hence reference data is needed to accomplish an assessment of that data. Presently
thirteen (13) reference sites have been established.
Table 2.

Number of sampling sites in the DRSCW project area.

Method/Protocol

West Branch
DuPage River
(2013)

East Branch
DuPage River
(2014)

Salt Creek
(2016)

Reference
Sites (20062016)

Total
Sites

Biological sampling
Fish
Macroinvertebrates

44
44
44

36
36
36

51
51
51

13
13
13

144
144
144

QHEI
Water Column
Chemical/Physical
Sampling
Nutrients*
44
36
51
6
137
Water Quality Metals
44
36
51
6
137
Water Quality Organics
18
11
16
6
51
Sediment Sampling
18
11
16
6
51
*Also included indicators or organic enrichment and ionic strength, total suspended solids (TSS), DO, pH and
temperature

The bioassessment sampling includes four (4) sampling methods/protocols: biological sampling,
Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI), water column chemical/physical parameter
sampling and sediment chemistry. The biological sampling includes two assemblages: fish and
macroinvertebrates.
FISH
Methodology
Methods for the collection of fish at wadeable sites was performed using a tow-barge or longline
pulsed D.C. electrofishing apparatus (MBI 2006b). A Wisconsin DNR battery powered backpack
electrofishing unit was used as an alternative to the long line in the smallest streams (Ohio EPA
1989). A three-person crew carried out the sampling protocol for each type of wading equipment
sampling in an upstream direction. Sampling effort was indexed to lineal distance and ranged
from 150-200 meters in length. Non-wadeable sites were sampled with a raft-mounted pulsed
D.C. electrofishing device in a downstream direction (MBI 2007). Sampling effort was indexed to
lineal distance over 0.5 km. Sampling was conducted during a June 15-October 15 seasonal index
period.
Samples from each site were processed by enumerating and recording weights by species and by
life stage (y-o-y, juvenile, and adult). All captured fish were immediately placed in a live well,
bucket, or live net for processing. Water was replaced and/or aerated regularly to maintain
adequate D.O. levels in the water and to minimize mortality. Fish not retained for voucher or
other purposes were released back into the water after they had been identified to species,
examined for external anomalies, and weighed either individually or in batches. While the
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majority of captured fish were identified to species in the field, any uncertainty about the field
identification required their preservation for later laboratory identification. Identification was
made to the species level at a minimum and to the sub-specific level if necessary. Vouchers were
deposited and verified at The Ohio State University Museum of Biodiversity (OSUMB) in
Columbus, OH.
Results
The fish sampling results presented in this report summarize the findings for the mainstem
reaches of the East Branch DuPage River, the West Branch DuPage River and Salt Creek.
Information on the tributaries and detailed analysis of all results can be found at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
The fish and macroinvertebrate results are presented as Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) scores. IBI
is an evaluation of a waterbodies biological community in a manner that allows the identification,
classification and ranking of water pollution and other stressors. IBIs allow the statistical
association of various anthropogenic influences on a water body with the observed biological
activity in said water body and in turn the evaluation of management interventions in a process
of adaptive management. Chemical testing of water samples produce only a snapshot of
chemical concentrations while an IBI allows an evaluation of the net impact of chemical, physical
and flow variables on a biological community structure. Dr. James Karr formulated the IBI
concept in 1981.
East Branch DuPage River
Fish assemblage conditions throughout the East Branch DuPage River watershed a in the poor
and fair ranges (Figure 1). However, the mainstem assemblages show similar quality or modest
improvement at nearly all sites when 2014 data is compare to 2011 and approach 2007 levels.
Prior to the modification of the Churchill Woods dam in 2001, fish assembles upstream of the
dam, were essentially that of a pond and dominated by sunfish, bullheads, golden shiner, and
mosquito fish. Downstream of the dam, the fish assemblage reflected more lotic, stream like
conditions with populations of sand shiner, johnny darter, horneyhead chub and rock bass. Since
the modification of the Churchill Woods dam, eight new species have been recorded and other
populations have expanded their ranges above the former dam site. Additionally, in 2014, two
new species (banded darter and round goby) were recorded in the lower reaches of the East
Branch. The appearance of the banded darter, a sensitive species, is a sign of improved quality
in the lower nine miles of the main stem.
West Branch DuPage River
All survey sites fell consistently in the poor or lower fair ranges with slightly higher scores
downstream from RM 8.1 and the Fawell Dam (Figure 2). No West Branch sites met the 41-point
criterion synonymous with a good quality assemblage.
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It should be noted that the Fawell dam is a barrier to several fish species. The DRSCW in
cooperation with DuPage County and Forest Preserve District of DuPage County plans to modify
the Fawell Dam to allow for fish passage. This project is expected to be completed by 2018.
Figure 1.

Fish IBI scores in the East Branch DuPage River, 2014, 2011-12 and 2007 in relation to municipal
POTW dischargers. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black bars impede
fish passage). The shaded area demarcates the “fair” narrative range.

Figure 2.

Fish IBI scores in the West Branch DuPage River, 2015, 2011-12 and 2007 in relation to municipal
POTW dischargers. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black bars impede
fish passage). The shaded area demarcates the “fair” narrative range.
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Salt Creek
With the exception of the site located at River Mile 0.5, fish assemblages sampled in Salt Creek
were in poor to fair condition throughout the mainstem (Figure 3). In 2013, the site near the
mouth of Salt Creek (river mile 0.5) was rated “good”. The increase in fish iBi is attributed to the
removal of the Hoffman Dam on the main stem of the Des Plaines River in June 2012.
It should be noted that the Fullersburg Woods Dam (dam E on Figure 4) is a barrier to several fish
species, notably johnny darters and hornyhead chubs, two species that should be found
throughout most of the mainstem. The DRSCW in cooperation with DuPage County and Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County plans to modify the Fullersburg Woods Dam to allow for fish
passage. This project is expected to be completed by 2023.
Fish assemblage data from the 2016 Salt Creek bioassessment was not available at the time of
the 2016-2017 MS4 Annual Report and will be included in the 2017-2018 MS4 Annual Report due
on June 1, 2018.
Figure 3.

Fish IBI scores in Salt Creek, 2013, 2010, and 2007 in relation to municipal POTW dischargers.
Triangles along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs. The back line demarcates the IEPA
impairment threshold.
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MACROINVERTEBRATES
Methodology
The macroinvertebrate assemblage is sampled using the Illinois EPA (IEPA) multi-habitat method
(IEPA 2005). Laboratory procedures followed the IEPA (2005) methodology for processing multihabitat samples by producing a 300-organism subsample with a scan and pre-pick of large and/or
rare taxa from a gridded tray. Taxonomic resolution is performed to the lowest practicable
resolution for the common macroinvertebrate assemblage groups such as mayflies, stoneflies,
caddisflies, midges, and crustaceans, which goes beyond the genus level requirement of IEPA
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(2005). However, calculation of the macroinvertebrate IBI followed IEPA methods in using genera
as the lowest level of taxonomy for mIBI calculation and scoring.
Results
The macroinvertebrate sampling results presented in this report summarize the findings for the
mainstem reaches of the East Branch DuPage River, the West Branch DuPage River and Salt
Creek. Information on the tributaries and detailed analysis of all results can be found at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
East Branch DuPage River
Macroinvertebrate collections from the 2014 East Branch watershed survey fell entirely within
the fair or poor quality ranges with the exception of a single “good” site on the lower mainstem
(Figure 4). Assemblages throughout the study area are predominated by facultative and tolerant
organisms most often associated with elevated nutrients, dissolved solids and low DO.
Figure 4.

Macroinvertebrate IBI scores in the East Branch DuPage River, 2014, 2011-12 and 2007 in relation
to municipal POTW dischargers. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black
bars impede fish passage). The shaded area demarcates the “fair” narrative range.

West Branch DuPage River
With few exceptions, West Branch macroinvertebrate assemblages from the upper, headwater reach
reflected degraded but similar quality between 2007, 2009, 2012 and 2015 (Figure 5). The combination
urban drainage, marginal habitat quality and a series of four major WWTP discharges in the small drainage
were considered major contributors.
In both 2009 and 2015, major improvement in mIBI scores and clearly good mIBI ratings were detected
upstream from Klein Creek and the Carol Stream WWTP (Figure 5). In 2009 and 2015, consistently good
quality was maintained along the remaining length of the West Branch downstream to the mouth. In 2006,
this downstream improving trend was more erratic; still 5 of the 8 sites between Klein Creek and the
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mouth exceeded Illinois criteria. In contrast, the 2012 trend was much less distinct as narrative ratings
vacillated between a fair or lower good range status through most of the lower 20 mainstem river miles.
Figure 5.

Macroinvertebrate IBI scores in the West Branch DuPage River, 2015, 2011-12 and 2007 in relation
to municipal POTW dischargers. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black
bars impede fish passage). The shaded area demarcates the “fair” narrative range.
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Salt Creek
In 2013, macroinvertebrate communities sampled from the mainstem of Salt Creek were rated
as Fair upstream from the Fullersburg Woods Dam, and rated good at five of six sites sampled
downstream from the dam, and Fair at the other site (Figure 6). Longitudinally, scores decreased
downstream from Spring Brook relative to those upstream. The confluence with Spring Brook
marks the reach where several POTWs discharge in short succession. Otherwise, no clear
longitudinal pattern was evident
In the 2016, the Oak Meadows Dam (dam B on Figure 4) was removed in a project sponsored by
the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, DuPage County Stormwater Management, and
the DRSCW. Macroinvertebrate sampling to document the effects of this dam removal is
scheduled for 2017.
Macroinvertebrate data from the 2016 Salt Creek bioassessment was not available at the time of
the 2016-2017 MS4 Annual Report and will be included in the 2017-2018 MS4 Annual Report due
on June 1, 2018.
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Figure 6.

Macroinvertebrate IBI scores in Salt Creek, 2013, 2010, and 2007 in relation to municipal POTW
dischargers. Triangles along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs. The back line demarcates
the IEPA impairment threshold.
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HABITAT
Methodology
Physical habitat was evaluated using the Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) developed
by the Ohio EPA for streams and rivers in Ohio (Rankin 1989, 1995; Ohio EPA 2006b) and as
modified by MBI for specific attributes. Attributes of habitat are scored based on the overall
importance of each to the maintenance of viable, diverse, and functional aquatic faunas. The
type(s) and quality of substrates, amount and quality of instream cover, channel morphology,
extent and quality of riparian vegetation, pool, run, and riffle development and quality, and
gradient used to determine the QHEI score which generally ranges from 20 to less than 100. QHEI
scores and physical habitat attribute were recorded in conjunction with fish collections.
Results
The QHEI data presented in this report summarize the findings for the mainstem reaches of the
East Branch DuPage River, the West Branch DuPage River and Salt Creek. Information on the
tributaries and detailed analysis of all results can be found at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
The physical habitat of a stream is a primary determinant of biological quality. Streams in the
glaciated Midwest, left in their natural state, typically possess riffle-pool-run sequences, high
sinuosity, and well-developed channels with deep pools, heterogeneous substrates and cover in
the form of woody debris, glacial tills, and aquatic macrophytes. The QHEI categorically scores
the basic components of stream habitat into ranks according to the degree to which those
components are found in a natural state, or conversely, in an altered or modified state.
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East Branch DuPage River
Based on QHEI scores, mainstem habitat quality fell mostly in the fair to good ranges, but varied
by location (Figure 7). Substrate embeddedness was a common characteristic of the mainstem
as riffle or pool embeddedness was recorded at all but one location (EB23/RM 22.0).
Since the modification of the Churchill Woods dam in 2011, QHEI scores within and upstream of
the former dam have increased by reflecting the appearance of riffles and increased habitat
heterogeneity.
Figure 7.

Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) scores for the E. Branch DuPage River in 2007, 201112, and 2014 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem
dams or weirs (black bars are dams that impede fish passage). The shaded region depicts the range
of QHEI scores where habitat quality is marginal and limiting to aquatic life. QHEI scores less than
45 are typical of highly modified habitat.
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West Branch DuPage River
Mainstem habitat quality in 2012 was good to excellent throughout most of its length and, with
the exception of the extreme headwaters (upstream RM 30.1) and Fawell Dam pool (RM 8.3)
(Figure 8).
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Figure 8.

Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) scores for the W. Branch DuPage River in 2009, 2012,
and 2015. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (black bars are dams that impede
fish passage). The shaded region depicts the range of QHEI scores where habitat quality is marginal
and limiting to aquatic life. QHEI scores less than 45 are typical of highly modified habitat
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Salt Creek
In Salt Creek, the majority of the sites possessed the types and amounts of habitat features
necessary to support aquatic life consistent with beneficial uses (Figure 49 a), with QHEI scores
in the good and excellent range (Figure 9). Perhaps more telling, 19 of the sites possessed none
of the attributes that characterized stream channels highly modified either directly or indirectly
by anthropogenic modifications, and only one site, the most upstream site, possessed more than
one highly modified attribute.
QHEI data from the 2016 Salt Creek bioassessment was not available at the time of the 20162017 MS4 Annual Report and will be included in the 2017-2018 MS4 Annual Report due on June
1, 2018.

PAGE 17 OF 37

Figure 9.

Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) scores for Salt Creek in 2007, 2010 and 2013 in relation
to municipal WWTP discharges. Triangles along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs. The
shaded region depicts the range of QHEI scores where habitat quality is marginal and limiting to
aquatic life. QHEI scores less than 45 are typical of highly modified habitat.
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WATER QUALITY CHEMISTRY
Methodology
Water column and sediment samples are collected as part of the DRSCW bioassessment
programs. The total number of sites sampled is detailed in Table 2. Total number of collected
samples by watershed typical for a full assessment by watershed are given in Table 3. The
number of samples collected at each site is largely a function of the sites drainage area with the
frequency of sampling increasing as drainage size increases (Table 4). Organics sampling is a
single sample done at a subset of sites. Sediment sampling is done at a subset of 66 sites using
the same procedures as IEPA.
The parameters sampled for are included in Table 6 and can be grouped into demand parameters,
nutrients, demand, metals and organics. Locations of organic and sediment sites are shown on
Figure 2. All sampling occurs between June and October of the sample year. The Standard
Operating
Procedure
for
water
quality
sampling
can
be
found
at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
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Table 3.

Total number of samples by watershed typical for a full assessment by watershed

Watershed

Approximate #
Sites
51
44
36

Salt Creek
West Branch DR
East Branch DR
Table 4.
Drainage Area
and site
numbers
Mean #
Samples
demand
/nutrients
Mean #
Samples
metals

Table 6.

Demand
Samples
280
218
196

Nutrients
Samples
280
218
196

Metals
Samples
149
110
100

Organics
Samples
16
18
11

Approximate distribution of sample numbers by drainage area across the monitoring area.
>100 sq
mi (n=12)

>75 sq mi
(n=25)

>38 sq mi
(n=11)

>19 sq mi
(n=11)

>8 sq mi
(n=15)

>5 sq mi
(n=24)

>2 sq mi
(n= 46)

12

9

6

6

4

4

2

6

6

4

4

2

2

0

Water Quality and sediment Parameters sampled as part of the DRSCW Bioassessment Program.

Water Quality Parameters
Demand Parameters
5 Day BOD
Chloride
Conductivity
Dissolved Oxygen
pH
Temperature
Total Dissolved Solids
Total Suspended Solids
Nutrients
Ammonia
Nitrogen/Nitrate
Nitrogen – Total Kjeldahl
Phosphorus, Total
Metals
Cadmium
Calcium
Copper
Iron
Lead
Magnesium
Zinc

Sediment Parameters
Sediment Metals
Arsenic
Barium
Cadmium
Chromium
Copper
Iron
Lead
Manganese
Nickel
Potassium
Silver
Zinc

Sediment Organics
Organochlorine Pesticides
PCBS
Percent Moisture
Semivolatile Organics
Volatile Organic Compounds

Organics – Water
PCBS
Pesticides
Semivolatile Organics
Volatile Organics
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Results
The discussion presented below focuses on the constituents listed in the MS4 permit: total
suspended solids, total nitrogen, total phosphorus, fecal coliform, chlorides, and oil and grease.
Total nitrogen is presented as ammonia, nitrate, and total kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN). Prior to the
2016 sampling period, fecal coliform and oil and grease sampling was not conducted. Oil and
grease sampling was added to the bioassessment sampling for Salt Creek in 2016. Fecal coliform
and oil and grease sampling will be added to all future bioassessment sampling for the East
Branch DuPage River (2019), West Branch DuPage River (2020), and Salt Creek (2021) ensuring
that each watershed will be sampled for that parameter during the effective period of the ILR40
permit.
Detailed analysis and results for the other water quality constituents is located at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
East Branch DuPage River
East Branch mainstem flows are effluent dominated during the late summer-early fall months.
As such, chemical water quality is highly influenced by the concentration and composition of
chemical constituents in WWTP effluents (Figures 10-13). The results in 2014 were consistent
with 2011 during low flow periods with respect to observing no exceedances of Illinois water
quality criteria for regulated parameters (i.e. TSS, NH3-N).
West Branch DuPage River
Stream flow in the West Branch DuPage River is effluent dominated during summer months. As
such, its water quality is highly influenced by the concentrations and composition of chemical
constituents in the effluent as well as runoff from the urban and developed land cover in the
watershed. Water quality sampling in 2012 during the summer low-flow periods suggest that the
quality of treated effluent, with respect to regulated parameters (i.e., cBOD5, TSS, NH3), was
generally good. Effluents did not result directly in exceedances of water quality standards for
these parameters. However, increasingly elevated nutrient levels and their attendant influence
on mainstem D.O. regimes remain problematic.
Salt Creek
Salt Creek drains a highly urbanized landscape with a high population density. The increase in
Pollutants associated with urbanized landscapes have been documented. Given the high
population density in the watershed, treated municipal effluent comprises a significant fraction
of the total flow in Salt Creek and strongly influences water quality, especially with respect to
nitrogen and phosphorus. The results in 2013 were consistent with 2010.
Water chemistry data from the 2016 Salt Creek bioassessment was not available at the time of
the 2016-2017 MS4 Annual Report and will be included in the 2017-2018 MS4 Annual Report due
on June 1, 2018.
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Concentrations of total suspended solids (top panel) and TKN (lower panel) from E. Branch DuPage
River samples in 2007, 2011 and 2014 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars along the xaxis depict mainstem dams or weirs (black bars are dams that impede fish passage). Red dashed
lines shows the upper limits of concentrations typical for relatively unpolluted waters for TSS
(McNeeley et al. 1979). Orange dashed line in TSS plot is the Ohio reference threshold for
headwater (HW) and wadeable (WD) streams. For TKN, the orange dashed line represents the IPS
threshold (1.0 mg/l). IPS is a tool developed by the DRSCW and MBI.
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Concentrations of ammonia-N (top panel) and nitrate+nitrite-N (lower panel) from E. Branch

Figure 11.

Mean Total Ammonia (mg/l)

DuPage River samples in 2007, 2011 and 2014 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars
along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black bars for dams that impede fish
passage). For ammonia-N, the red dashed line (1.0 mg/l) represents a threshold concentration
beyond which acute toxicity is likely; the orange dashed line (0.15 mg/l) is correlated with
impaired biota in the IPS study. For nitrate+nitrite-N, orange dashed lines represent target
concentrations for ecoregion 54 (1.8 mg/l) and the Illinois EPA non-standard based criteria (7.8
mg/l). The red dashed line is the Illinois water quality criterion for public water supplies (10
mg/l).
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Figure 12.

Concentrations total phosphorus from E. Branch DuPage River samples in 2007, 2011 and 2014
in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs
(black bars are dams that impede fish passage). For phosphorus, orange dashed lines represent
target concentrations for ecoregion 54 (0.07 mg/l) and the Illinois EPA non-standard based
criterion (0.61 mg/l). The 1.0 mg/l dashed red line is the suggested effluent limit.
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Figure 13.

Chloride concentrations from the East Branch DuPage River in the summer of 2007, 2011 and
2014.
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Concentrations of total suspended solids (top panel) and TKN (lower panel) from W. Branch
DuPage River samples in 2008, 2012 and 2015 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars
along the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs (black bars are dams that impede fish passage).
Red dashed lines shows the upper limits of concentrations typical for relatively unpolluted waters
for TSS (McNeeley et al. 1979). Orange dashed line in TSS plot is the Ohio reference threshold for
headwater (HW) and wadeable (WD) streams. For TKN, the orange dashed line represents the IPS
threshold (1.0 mg/l). IPS is a tool developed by the DRSCW and MBI.
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Concentrations of ammonia-N (top panel) and total nitrate (lower panel) from W. Branch DuPage
River samples in 2008, 2012 and 2015 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars along the xaxis depict mainstem dams or weirs (only black bars for dams that impede fish passage). For
ammonia-N, the red dashed line (1.0 mg/l) represents a threshold concentration beyond which
acute toxicity is likely; the orange dashed line (0.15 mg/l) is correlated with impaired biota in the
IPS study. For total nitrate, red line represents the Illinois Water Quality Criterion, orange dashed
line represents the Illinois Non-Standards Benchmark, and purple line represents the US Ecoregion
54 Benchmark.
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Concentrations total phosphorus (top panel) and chloride (lower panel) from W. Branch DuPage
River samples in 2008, 2012 and 2015 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Bars along the xaxis depict mainstem dams or weirs (black bars are dams that impede fish passage). For
phosphorus, orange dashed lines represent target concentrations for ecoregion 54 (0.07 mg/l) and
the Illinois EPA non-standard based criterion (0.61 mg/l). The 1.0 mg/l dashed red line is the
suggested effluent limit. For chloride, red dashed line represents the Illinois Water Quality
Criterion (500 mg/L) and orange dashed lines represent the IPS threshold for fish and
macroinvertebrates. IPS is a tool developed by the DRSCW and MBI.
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Concentrations of total suspended solids (top panel) and TKN (lower panel) from Salt Creek
samples in 2007, 2010 and 2013 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Yellow triangles along
the x-axis depict mainstem dams or weirs. Orange dashed lines shows the upper limits of
concentrations typical for relatively unpolluted waters for TSS (McNeeley et al. 1979). Blue dashed
line in TSS plot is the Ohio reference threshold for headwater (HW) and wadeable (WD) streams.
For TKN, orange dashed line represents the IPS threshold (1.0 mg/l). IPS is a tool developed by the
DRSCW and MBI.
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Concentrations of ammonia-N (top panel) and total nitrate (lower panel) from Salt Creek samples
in 2007, 2010 and 2013 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Yellow triangles along the xaxis depict mainstem dams or weirs. For ammonia-N, the blue dashed line (1.0 mg/l) represents a
threshold concentration beyond which acute toxicity is likely; the orange dashed line (0.15 mg/l)
is correlated with impaired biota in the IPS study. For total nitrate, red line represents the Illinois
Water Quality Criterion, orange dashed line represents the Illinois Non-Standards Benchmark, and
purple line represents the US Ecoregion 54 Benchmark.
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Concentrations total phosphorus (top panel) and chloride (lower panel) from Salt Creek samples
in 2007, 2010, and 2013 in relation to municipal WWTP discharges. Yellow triangles along the xaxis depict mainstem dams or weirs. For phosphorus, purple dashed lines represent target
concentrations for ecoregion 54 (0.07 mg/l) and orange dashed line represents the Illinois EPA
non-standard based criterion (0.61 mg/l). The 1.0 mg/l dashed red line is the suggested effluent
limit. For chloride, red dashed line represents the Illinois Water Quality Criterion (500 mg/L) and
orange dashed lines represent the IPS threshold for fish and macroinvertebrates. IPS is a tool
developed by the DRSCW and MBI.
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Sediment Chemistry Results
Detailed analysis and results for sediment chemistry is located at
http://drscw.org/wp/bioassessment/.
DISSOLVED OXYGEN (DO) MONITORING
Background and Methodology
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) report, Illinois 2004 Section 303(d) List, listed
dissolved oxygen (DO) as a potential impairment in Salt Creek, and the East and West Branches
of the DuPage River. The report suggested that the DO levels in selected reaches of these
waterways might periodically fall to levels below those required by healthy aquatic communities.
All rivers and creeks in DuPage County are classified as General Use Waters. The present water
quality standards for dissolved oxygen in General Use Waters is:
1. During the period of March through July
a. 5.0 mg/L at any time; and
b. 6.0 mg/L as a daily mean averaged over 7 days.
2. During the period of August through February,
a. 3.5 mg/L at any time;
b. 4.0 mg/L as a daily minimum averaged over 7 days; and
c. 5.5 mg/L as a daily mean averaged over 30 days.
Following listing on the 303 (d) list three TMDLs were prepared by the IEPA for Salt Creek and the
East Branch of the DuPage River. In response to the TMDLs, the DRSCW committed to develop
and manage a continuous long-term DO monitoring plan for the project area in order to assess
the nature and extent of the DO impairment and to allow the design of remedial projects. The
continuous DO data is also used to assess the impact of DO improvement projects such as the
Churchill Woods and Oak Meadow dam removals.
Typically, the continuous DO monitoring project includes two to three (2-3) sites on the West
Branch DuPage River, four to five (4-5) sites of the East Branch DuPage River, and three to four
(3-4) sites on Salt Creek. The program began in 2006 and data has been collected each year since.
Each site is equipped with a HydroLab DS 5X which collects data on DO, pH, conductivity and
water temperature. Stations have a sample interval of one hour and collect data from June
through to October (the seasonal period recognized as containing the lowest annual levels of
stream DO). The continuous DO monitoring program functions under a quality assurance plan
agreed on with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (http://drscw.org/wp/dissolvedoxygen/). Details on the site location are included in Table 1 and site locations are included on
Map 5.
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Table 5.
Site ID

Continuous DO monitoring locations in the DRSCW watersheds
Stream Name

River Mile

Latitude

Longitude

WBAD
WBBR
WBWD

W. Br. DuPage R.
W. Br. DuPage R.
W. Br. DuPage R.

29.9
11.7
11.1

41.9750
41.825268
41.82027

-88.1386
-88.179456
-88.17212

EBAR
EBCB

E. Br. DuPage R.
E. Br. DuPage R.

23.0
18.8

41.935171
41.88510

-88.05843
-88.04110

EBHL

E. Br. DuPage R.

14.0

41.82570

-88.05316

EBHR

E. Br. DuPage R.

8.5

41.76800

-88.07160

EBWL

E. Br. DuPage R.

4.0

41.71230

-88.09160

41.941279

-87.983363

SCOM

Location
Arlington Drive
Butterfield Road
Downstream
of
Warrenville Grove
Dam
Army Trail Road
Former
Churchill
Woods
pool
(Crescent Blvd)

Hidden
Lake
Preserve
Upstream Hobson
Rd
Downstream of
2nd
mine
discharge
Oak
Meadows
Golf
Course
upstream
of
former Dam

SCBR

Salt Creek

16.1

41.864686

-87.95073

Butterfield Road

SCFW

Salt Creek

11.1

41.825493

-87.93158

SCYR

Salt Creek

10.6

41.820552

-87.92658

Fullersburg Woods
upstream of Dam
York Road

Results
Results of the continuous DO monitoring conducted in the summer of 2016 is included in Figures
20-24.
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Figure 20.

Dissolved Oxygen plots for East Branch DuPage River sites EBAR (top panel) and EBCB
(lower panel).
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Figure 21.

Dissolved Oxygen plots for East Branch DuPage River sites EBHL (top panel) and EBHR
(lower panel).
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Figure 22.

Dissolved Oxygen plots for West Branch DuPage River sites WBAD (top panel) and WBBR
(lower panel).
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Figure 23.

Dissolved Oxygen plots for West Branch DuPage River sites WBWD (top panel) and
WBMG (lower panel).
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Figure 24.

Dissolved Oxygen plots for Salt Creek sites SCBR (top panel) and SCFW (lower panel).
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B. Recordkeeping
All monitoring data including by not limited to laboratory results, chain of custodies (COCs), and
quality assurance protection plans (QAPP) will be maintained by the DRSCW for a minimum of 5
years after the expiration of the ILR40 (effective on 03/01/2016). The records are maintained at
the DRSCW office located at The Conservation Foundation, 10S404 Knock Knolls Road, Naperville,
Illinois 60656 and are accessible to the IEPA for review.
C. Reporting
The DRSCW is not responsible for preparing and submitting an Annual Report to the IEPA by the
first day of June for each year that the permit is in effect. It is the responsibility of the individual
ILR40 permit holders to utilize the information provided in this report to fulfill the reporting
requirements outlined in the permit.
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Section 1
Background and Purpose
The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW) is a coalition of communities,
sanitary districts, environmental organizations, and professionals working to improve
the ecological health of Salt Creek and the Upper DuPage River. DRSCW is
responding to water quality requirements for chloride as the East and West Branch of
the DuPage River and Salt Creek have been identified as having chloride related
impairments. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) analysis performed by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency recommended significant reductions in chloride
loading for each of the streams to meet the water quality standard for chloride (500
mg/L).
DRSCW formed a Chloride Committee and the Chloride Education and Reduction
Program to develop and promote alternatives to conventional roadway deicing
practices and guide the implementation of the alternatives. An element of the
program is gathering information from municipal deicing programs via survey
questionnaires to benchmark municipal activities and identify positive changes in
protocols. This report serves to summarize the responses received from the 2014
deicing program survey.
Funding for the program and this report is provided in part by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency through Section 319 of the Clean Water Act and
DRSCW member dues.

1.1

Background Information

Municipal road salting was identified as a source of chloride loading to DRSCW
watersheds. As a result, DRSCW distributed a survey questionnaire to about 80
municipalities and public works agencies in November 2006 and April 2007 to obtain
baseline information about deicing practices throughout the watersheds. Thirty-nine
responses to the survey were received, forming an informed baseline of the deicing
programs implemented in the watersheds. A similar survey was distributed in 2010.
Thirty-two public agencies responded to the 2010 survey which helped to note
positive changes in local deicing practices. In 2012, the survey generated 34 responses
which further documented the chloride reduction practices.

1.2

Goals of the Questionnaires

The 2014 Deicing Program Survey was conducted in the fall of 2014 to follow up with
the agencies on any changes and/or improvements in their deicing programs,
potentially as a result of DRSCW Chloride Reduction Program efforts, and any
resulting effects on salt application rates.
The 2014 survey questionnaire asked for information about deicing practices and
strategies per the following categories:


General deicing and snow removal information
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Deicing and snow removal equipment



Salt storage



Equipment maintenance and calibration



Management and record-keeping



Willingness to participate in a potential pilot study of alternative deicing practices

The responses to the survey are summarized in Section 2 of this report. The responses
are compared to those received in earlier surveys to determine if any changes or
improvements related to chloride loading have occurred. The survey and response
data are included in Appendix A.
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Section 2
Survey Responses
2.1

Survey Responses

Survey questionnaires were distributed to 40 municipal agencies. Twenty-seven
responses were received. The following subsections summarize the responses in each
of the categories described in Section 1. The questionnaire and all responses are
included in Appendix A of this report. Note that not all agencies provided responses
to all questions, and some agencies answered some questions in different ways,
resulting in some inconsistencies in survey results.

2.1.1 General Deicing and Snow Removal Information
The questionnaire asked agencies for general deicing and snow removal information.
All responding agencies provided some information. Survey responses indicated
approximately 3,500 lane miles of road serviced by deicing programs throughout the
watersheds.

2.1.1.1

Salt Application and Price

The majority of agencies indicated an average salt application rate of 200-300 pounds
per lane mile (lbs/lm). Figure 2-1 shows the respondent’s salt application rate
distribution from 2010 to 2014.

Figure 2-1 – Average Salt Application Rates

Regarding salt prices, fifteen of the twenty-four agencies responding (3 agencies did
not answer) indicated an increase in salt or deicing product prices over the past few
years. Four agencies reported a decrease in salt or deicing product price over the past
few years. Five agencies indicated that product prices have remained the same.
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2.1.1.2

Deicing, Anti-Icing, Pre-Wetting, and Deicing Agents

Information about deicing, pre-wetting, and anti-icing practices, as well as the deicing
agents used was requested. The following is a list of deicing agents used by
respondents:


Each of the 27 responding agencies reported the use of salt



Twenty-one agencies reported the use of dry rock salt



Sixteen agencies used liquid calcium chloride



Thirteen agencies reported the use of beet juice or a pre-manufactured liquid
product

From the 27 respondents, 17 mentioned implementing anti-icing practices; in most
cases the anti-icing program included occasional pre-salting or liquid application in
priority locations. The 2014 survey asked about the anti-icing mix, and in general,
most respondents using liquids make a home-made liquid mix of 70% - 90% salt brine
and 10% - 30% beet juice, pre-manufactured liquid, and/or calcium chloride. The
survey determined pre-wetting practices are implemented by 19 of the responding
agencies.
Fourteen out of 27 responses reported changes made to their program due to local
deicing program workshops. The 2014 survey asked how changes in winter
maintenance policy are communicated to residents. The following list shows some of
the methods:


City or township website



Newsletter



Social media



Press release

The 2014 survey results indicated that that the majority of respondents are
considering adjusting their winter maintenance policies. Some changes include:


Salt reduction



Increase use of liquid deicers



Purchase of equipment for liquid application

2.1.1.3

Weather and Pavement Temperature Forecasting

Out of 26 provided responses (1 agency did not answer), 17 agencies use a weather
forecasting service. The survey also reported 14 of the 25 respondents (2 agencies did
not answer) made use of a pavement temperature forecast report or similar service.
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2.1.2 Deicing and Snow Removal Equipment
All agencies use snow plows or similar equipment. Twenty agencies have
mechanically controlled spreading equipment, and 18 have computer-controlled
equipment. Equipment for spreading liquids is used by 18 agencies. End loaders and
skid steers were frequently mentioned as other equipment implemented.

2.1.3 Salt Storage
Twenty-six of the provided responses indicated the following salt storage practices:


Twenty agencies indicated that they store salt in a single storage area



Nineteen agencies store salt in an enclosed area



Twenty-five agencies store salt on an impervious pad



Sixteen reported that residual salt in loading areas is swept up





Eighteen responded that salt storage areas are fully enclosed storage structure or
have impervious storage pads
Twenty-two agencies indicated that drainage from their storage area(s) is
controlled or collected

2.1.4 Equipment Maintenance, Cleaning, and Calibration
Twenty-two agencies responded that equipment is washed at an indoor station
draining to a sanitary sewer. One agency indicated washing equipment outside where
wash water can drain to a sanitary sewer, and five indicated outdoor washing in areas
not drained to a sanitary sewer. No respondents reported collecting and reusing wash
water for brine making.
Twenty-six agencies responded to the survey regarding equipment calibration.
Twenty-two agencies indicated that they calibrate their de-icing equipment. Of the 22
agencies, one agency calibrates three times per season and another agency calibrates
after major maintenance or repairs.

2.1.5 Management and Record-Keeping
Twenty-one agencies indicated that operators are trained annually (or more often).
Three of the remaining agencies train at the start of employment and two agencies did
not specify a training schedule.
From a management standpoint, the rate of salt application is established by the
director or supervisor in 23 agencies, and solely by the operators in two agencies.
During spreading, the rate of product application is controlled by the operator in 17
agencies, controlled automatically in 3 agencies and set at a fixed rate in 2 agencies.
Eleven agencies keep records of salt usage per truck, 16 keep records for each storm
event, and 12 keep records for each winter season.
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2.1.6 Participation in a Potential Pilot Study
Seventeen agencies indicated a willingness to participate in future pilot studies or
demonstration projects for alternative deicing equipment or practices.

2.2

Survey Analysis

The following subsections provide survey conclusions developed by comparing
information from the 2014 survey to responses received from the 2012 survey.

2.2.1 Weather Conditions from 2007 to 2014
The amount of snowfall during the winter season from 2007 to 2014 has varied,
including both the number of snowfall events and the total number of inches of snow.
The amount of chloride (and other deicers) necessary for deicing during these winter
seasons has varied accordingly. The DuPage County Division of Transportation
(DOT) provided the following snowfall and deicing event callout data (Figure 2-2).

Figure 2-2 – DuPage County DOT Winter Weather Data

Snowfall in DuPage County from the 2013-2014 winter seasons reached near record
setting levels, greater than any snowfall experienced since the first program survey
was distributed. The 2011-12 and 2012-13 seasons experienced below average and
near average snowfall, respectively. Snowfall events, totals, and callouts in the 20132014 season far exceeded the previous seasons. The number of callouts labeled on the
graph refers to the number of times staff and trucks were called out to perform
deicing operations.
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2.2.2 Alternative Methods and Practices Analysis
Many of the questions in the surveys focused on the use of alternative deicing agents,
methods, and practices such as pre-wetting and anti-icing. Figure 2-3 illustrates the
percentage of respondents that use various deicing agents as reported on the 2007,
2010, 2012, and 2014 questionnaires.

Figure 2-3 – Deicing and Snow Removal Agents

Responses show a continued popularity in the use of liquid salt (NaCl) and beet juice.
There appears to be a slight increase in the use of abrasives and potassium acetate
(KA) since 2012. The survey results also indicated that the use of dry rock salt (NaCl)
has decreased. A noticeable decrease was also seen regarding the use of pre-wetted
salt (NaCl). It is important to note that fewer agencies responded to the survey in
comparison to previous years, which affects these results /percentages.
Information provided about anti-icing practices that agencies may be employing
indicated in 2007 that 14 agencies reported the use of anti-icing practices. In 2010, 20
agencies reported using anti-icing practices. In 2012, 20 agencies reported using antiicing practices, and in 2014, 13 of the reporting 26 agencies used anti-icing practices.
There has been an approximate 25 percent increase in the implementation of antiicing practices from 2007 to 2010, which remained consistent through 2012. Based on
the 2014 survey responses, it appears that approximately 50 percent of local agencies
are implementing some form of anti-icing practices.
Fourteen of 25 respondents indicated that a change, an implementation of alternative
deicing practices in their deicing programs, has occurred due to local deicing
workshops such as those conducted by the DRSCW Chloride Education and
Reduction Program.
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2.2.3 Salt Application Rates
The 2014 survey responses indicated that the use of salt in the 2013-14 winter was
higher than in previous years due to the increase in both the amount of snow and
number of callout events.
In 2007, survey respondents were asked about their average annual salt usage. In
2012, and again in 2014, respondents were asked about annual salt usage data over
the past five years. Some respondents gave their annual usage for each winter season
which provides a good benchmark for how weather has affected salt application rates.
Other respondents provided a five year average. Figure 2-4 shows the annual salt
usage in lbs/lane mile for each watershed in the study area reported from the 2007,
2012, and 2014 surveys. Annual salt application rates generally decreased from 2007 –
2012 in the watersheds, and increased from 2012-2014, as a result of snowfall and
event frequency variation.

Figure 2-4 – Annual Salt Application Reported in 2007, 2012, and 2014

Survey respondents were asked about the average salt application rate per lane mile
based on specific storm events. This information more comparably describes a
community’s salt usage, or application rate. Figure 2-1 shows salt application rates
reported from the 2010, 2012, and 2014 surveys. In general the number of agencies
applying less than 300 lbs/lm has increased from 2010 to 2014. The other reported
application rates have stayed relatively constant over the period.
Three of the responding agencies reported that they ran out of salt in the 2013-2014
winter, as the region experienced near record snow fall. The shortage of salt supply
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may have provided added emphasis to measures that reduce salt usage, such as antiicing liquids usage, and changes in winter operations polices.
Both annual salt usage data and salt application rates provide insight into individual
agency programs and salt application across watersheds, as well as a valuable
benchmark for future survey and Chloride Reduction Program efforts. Both of the
above values will continue to be requested of agencies in future surveys to compare
and report deicing program improvements, and presumed water quality
improvements.

2.3

Survey Conclusions

The purpose of the 2014 survey was to gather follow-up information to determine if
alternative deicing practices are being implemented in the DuPage River/Salt Creek
watersheds and any resulting effects on salt application rates. Forty surveys were sent
out to various agencies throughout the DRSCW, and 27 survey responses were
completed and submitted. In comparison, 34 agencies responded and completed
surveys in 2012. Survey responses indicate that the use of alternative deicing practices
has increased since 2007 and remained relatively constant since 2010.
The amount of salt used in the 2013-2014 winter season increased from previous
years, while the application rates reported remained fairly constant. Three of the
reporting agencies ran out of salt this year, as the region experienced near record
snow fall.
•

Fifteen of the twenty-four agencies responding (3 agencies did not answer)
indicated an increase in salt or deicing product prices over the past few years.

•

Of the agencies that responded, 61 percent reported implementing anti-icing
practices before a forecasted snowfall of 2” or greater.

•

Ninety percent of reporting agencies used pre-wetted salt for 2” or greater
snowfall events.

•

Twenty-two agencies indicated that they calibrate their de-icing equipment.

•

The reported use of liquid calcium chloride has decreased since 2012.

•

None of the responding agencies reuse vehicle wash-water for making brine
solutions.

•

Only one agency reported that salt is not stored on an impervious pad. Nine
agencies reported that salt in not stored in a fully enclosed structure.

•

Out of 26 provided responses (1 agency did not answer), 17 agencies use a
weather forecasting service. The survey also indicated 14 of 25 respondents (2
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agencies did not answer) make use of a pavement temperature forecast report
or similar service.
•

Fourteen out of 27 responses reported changes made to their program due to
local deicing program workshops. Common methods of informing the public
of policy changes include the use of: city or township website, newsletter,
social media, and press releases.

Improvements in deicing practices and lower application rates could be the result of a
shortage in supply, an increase in the price of salt, improved education and
information provided by local deicing program workshops, or a combination of
factors.
In order to perform a more definitive trend analysis of program improvements and
reductions in salt usage, additional information will need to be collected over time.
Information should continue to be collected to characterize deicing program
improvements and resulting reductions in salt usage occurring within the DRSCW
watersheds, and indicate water quality improvements.
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Section 1
Background and Purpose
The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW) is a coalition of communities, sanitary
districts, environmental organizations, and professionals working to improve the
ecological health of Salt Creek and the Upper DuPage River. DRSCW is responding to
water quality requirements for chloride as the East and West Branch of the DuPage River
and Salt Creek have been identified as having chloride related impairments. Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) analysis performed by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency recommended significant reductions in chloride loading for each of
the streams to meet the water quality standard for chloride (500 mg/L).

DRSCW formed a Chloride Committee and the Chloride Education and Reduction
Program to develop and promote alternatives to conventional roadway deicing practices
and guide the implementation of the alternatives. An element of the program is gathering
information from municipal deicing programs via survey questionnaires to benchmark
municipal activities and identify positive changes in protocols. This report serves to
summarize the responses received from the 2016 deicing program survey.

Funding for the program and this report is provided in part by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency through Section 319 of the Clean Water Act and DRSCW member dues.

1.1 Background Information

Municipal road salting was identified as a source of chloride loading to DRSCW
watersheds. As a result, DRSCW distributed a survey questionnaire to about 80
municipalities and public works agencies in November 2006 and April 2007 to obtain
baseline information about deicing practices throughout the watersheds. Thirty-nine
responses to the survey were received, forming an informed baseline of the deicing
programs implemented in the watersheds. A similar survey was distributed in 2010.
Thirty-two public agencies responded to the 2010 survey which helped to note positive
changes in local deicing practices. In 2012 and 2014, the survey generated 34 and 27
responses respectively, which further documented the chloride reduction practices.
Forty-three (43) agencies responded to the 2016 survey, the most agencies ever
responding to a program survey.

1.2 Goals of the Questionnaires

The 2016 Deicing Program Survey was conducted in the spring of 2016 to follow up with
the agencies on any changes and/or improvements in their deicing programs, potentially
because of DRSCW Chloride Reduction Program efforts, and any resulting effects on salt
application rates.
The 2016 survey questionnaire asked for information about deicing practices and
strategies per the following categories:



General deicing and snow removal information
Deicing and snow removal equipment
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Application rates
Salt storage

Equipment maintenance and calibration
Management and record-keeping

The responses to the survey are summarized in Section 2 of this report. The responses
are compared to those received in earlier surveys to determine if any changes or
improvements have occurred. The survey and response data are included in Appendix A.
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2.1 Survey Responses
Forty-three agencies responded to the 2016 survey. The following subsections
summarize the responses in each of the categories described in Section 1. The survey and
all responses are included in Appendix A of this report. Note that not all agencies
provided responses to all questions, and some agencies answered some questions in
different ways, resulting in some inconsistencies in survey results.

2.1.1 General Deicing and Snow Removal Information

The survey asked agencies for general deicing and snow removal information. All
responding agencies provided some information. Survey responses indicated
approximately 10,800 lane miles of road serviced by deicing programs throughout the
watersheds.

2.1.1.1

Salt Application and Price

The majority of agencies indicated an average salt application rate of 200-300 pounds
per lane mile (lbs/lm). Figure 2-1 shows the respondent’s salt application rate
distribution from 2010 to 2016.

Figure 2-1 – Average Salt Application Rates

Regarding salt prices, 26 of the 43 agencies responding indicated an increase in salt or
deicing product prices over the past few years. Eleven agencies reported a decrease in
salt or deicing product price over the past few years. Nine agencies indicated that
product prices have remained the same.
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2.1.1.2

Deicing, Anti-Icing, Pre-Wetting, and Deicing Agents

Information about deicing, pre-wetting, and anti-icing practices, as well as the deicing
agents used was requested by the survey. The following is a list of deicing agents used by
respondents:






Each of the 43 responding agencies reported the use of salt
Thirty-two agencies reported the use of dry rock salt

Twenty-two agencies used liquid calcium chloride, a significant increase from
previous surveys
Thirteen agencies reported the use of pre-manufactured liquid products

From the 43 respondents, 25 agencies indicated that they implement anti-icing practices;
in most cases the anti-icing program included occasional pre-salting or liquid application
in priority locations. This suggests an increase in the number of agencies implementing
anti-icing practices watershed wide.
The 2016 survey asked about liquid anti-icing mixes, and in general, most respondents
using liquids make a home-made mix of 70% - 90% salt brine and 10% - 30% beet juice,
pre-manufactured liquid, and/or calcium chloride.

2.1.1.3

Weather and Pavement Temperature Forecasting

Out of the agencies responding, 30 agencies use a weather forecasting service (1 agency
did not answer). This suggests a significant increase in the use of weather forecasting
services watershed wide.

Additionally, 30 of 41 respondents are making use of a pavement temperature forecast
report or similar service (2 agencies did not answer). This suggests a significant increase
in the use of pavement temperature information throughout the watershed, an
improvement in best management practices implementation.

2.1.2 Deicing and Snow Removal Equipment

All agencies use snow plows or similar equipment. Thirty-two agencies have
mechanically controlled spreading equipment, and 33 have computer-controlled
equipment. Equipment for spreading liquids is used by 25 agencies.

2.1.3 Salt Storage

The provided responses indicated the following salt storage practices:





Forty-three responded that salt storage areas are fully enclosed storage structure or
have impervious storage pads
Forty agencies store salt on an impervious pad

Thirty-four agencies indicated that drainage from their storage area(s) is controlled
or collected
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Twenty-seven agencies indicated that they store salt in a single storage area
Thirty-five agencies store salt in an enclosed area

Sixteen reported that residual salt in loading areas is swept up

2.1.4 Equipment Maintenance, Cleaning, and Calibration
Forty agencies responded that equipment is washed at an indoor station draining to a
sanitary sewer. Five agencies indicated outdoor washing in areas not drained to a
sanitary sewer. Two respondents reported collecting and reusing wash water for brine
making.

Forty-two agencies responded to the survey regarding equipment calibration. Thirty-five
agencies indicated that they calibrate their de-icing equipment, an increase in the
number of agencies performing calibration as a best management practice. Most of the 35
agencies providing calibration information perform calibration annually, with 1 agency
calibrating 2 times per season, and 3 agencies calibrating after major maintenance or
repairs.

2.1.5 Management and Record-Keeping

Twenty-one agencies indicated that operators are trained annually (or more often).
Eleven of the remaining agencies train at the start of employment and one agency did not
specify a training schedule.

From a management standpoint, the rate of salt application is established by the director
or supervisor in 37 agencies, and solely by the operators in four agencies. This indicates a
significant increase in the director or supervisor level of control over application rates
from previous surveys.
During spreading, the rate of product application is controlled by the operator in 31
agencies, controlled automatically in 9 agencies and set at a fixed rate in 4 agencies.

The 2016 survey responses indicate a significant increase in record keeping best
management practices in recent years. Twenty-three agencies keep records of salt usage
per truck, 34 keep records for each storm event, and twenty keep records for each winter
season.

2.2 Survey Analysis

The following subsections provide survey conclusions developed by comparing
information from the 2016 survey to responses received from the 2014 survey or
previous surveys. Forty-three (43) agencies responded to the 2016 survey, while 27
agencies responded to the 2014 survey. The number of new agencies responding to the
survey is a positive for the amount of information provided for study and program
participation overall, but results in some changes or inconsistencies in information
trends.
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2.2.1 Alternative Methods and Practices Analysis
Many of the questions in the survey focused on the use of alternative deicing agents,
methods, and practices such as pre-wetting and anti-icing. Figure 2-2 illustrates the
percentage of respondents that use various deicing agents as reported on the 2007, 2010,
2012, 2014, and 2016 questionnaires.

Figure 2-2 – Deicing and Snow Removal Agents

The survey results indicated that the use of dry and pre-wetted salt (NaCl) has increased.
While 50% of agencies reported using pre-wetted salt, previous program information
suggests that the level of pre-wetting is much higher than this throughout the watershed.
The 2016 survey percentages may be skewed by the new agencies providing information
this year, and inexperience with the type of information being asked by the survey.
Follow up with individual agencies for future surveys may be needed.
Similarly, the 2016 survey results indicate an increase in the amount of agencies using
dry salt. Previous program information suggests that fewer agencies use dry salt (not
pre-wetted), and follow up with individual agencies may be needed to further detail the
information being requested by the survey. The apparent decrease in the use of liquid
NaCl (brine) may also be a result of the new respondent’s inexperience with the survey,
or may be an opportunity for the Chloride Committee to investigate further expansion of
the use of brine as a BMP.
Other analysis observations include:
•

•
•
•

Results show an increase in the use of all forms of Calcium chloride (CaCl 2 ). The
increase in liquid CaCl2 is significant, roughly 30% higher.
Results show an increase in the use of dry or prewetted Magnesium chloride
(MgCl 2 ).

No 2016 responders used liquid MgCl 2 and Urea.

A few respondents used Potassium Chloride (KCl) compared to none in previous
years.
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•
•

Calcium Magnesium Acetate (CMA), Potassium acetate (KA), and Abrasives have
decreased since 2014.
Beet juice as an additive continued in popularity.

Information provided about anti-icing practices that agencies may be employing
indicated in 2007 that 14 agencies reported the use of anti-icing practices. In 2010, 20
agencies reported using anti-icing practices. In 2012, 20 agencies reported using antiicing practices, and in 2014, 13 agencies used anti-icing practices. In 2016, 26 agencies
used anti-icing practices. Compared to 50 percent in 2014, 60 percent of local agencies
are implementing some form of anti-icing practices in 2016. This trend suggests
improvement in the use of anti-icing BMPs over time, with the most widespread use in
2016.
Two of the responding agencies reuse vehicle wash-water for making brine solutions
compared to none from the 2014 survey.

2.2.2 Salt Application Rates

In 2007, survey respondents were asked about their average annual salt usage. In 2012,
2014, and again in 2016, respondents were asked about annual salt usage. Respondents
gave their annual usage for each winter season which provides a good benchmark for
how weather has affected salt application rates. Figure 2-3 shows an approximated
annual salt usage in lbs/lane mile for each watershed in the study area reported from the
2007, 2012, 2014, and 2016 surveys. Annual salt application rates generally decreased
from 2007 – 2012 in the watersheds, and increased from 2012-2014 as a result of
snowfall and storm event frequency variation. The 2016 survey responses indicated that
the per lane mile use of salt in the 2015-16 winter has decreased from that in most
previous years. The number and type of winter storm events occurring each year and the
different number of agencies providing usage information for each survey make
developing direct usage trends or correlations difficult.
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Figure 2-3 – Annual Salt Application Reported from 2007 - 2016

Survey respondents were asked about the average salt application rate per lane mile
based on specific storm events. This information more comparably describes a
community’s salt usage, or application rate. Figure 2-1 shows salt application rates
reported from the 2010, 2012, 2014, and 2016 surveys. In general the number of
agencies applying 200-300 lbs/lm has increased from 2010 to 2016. The other reported
application rates have stayed relatively constant over the period. The majority of
increases shown for 2016 are due to the increase in the number of agencies providing
information for the 2016 survey.

Both annual salt usage data and salt application rates provide insight into individual
agency programs and salt application across watersheds, as well as a valuable
benchmark for future survey and Chloride Reduction Program efforts. Both of the above
values will continue to be requested of agencies in future surveys to compare and report
deicing program improvements, and presumed water quality improvements.

2.3 Survey Conclusions

The purpose of the 2016 survey was to gather follow-up information to determine if
alternative deicing practices are being implemented in the DuPage River/Salt Creek
watersheds and any resulting effects on salt application rates. Forty-three (43) agencies
responded to the 2016 survey, the highest number of agencies ever responding to a
program survey. As there were several new agencies providing information, the 2016
survey results may be skewed by the new agencies providing information this year, and
inexperience with the type of information being asked by the survey. Follow up with
individual agencies for future surveys may be needed.
Almost all agencies in the program area have covered permanent salt storage facilities;
however there are still some opportunities for storage and salt handling improvements
across the watersheds.
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Adopt a Storm Drain Program | Itasca, IL - Official Website

http://www.itasca.com/1230/Adopt-a-Storm-Drain-Program

This year, the Village of Itasca is asking you
to consider adopting a storm drain in your
neighborhood. Storm drains are the open
grates found along the edges of our streets
and in some of our local parkways. These
storm drains are designed to collect storm
water and direct it to underground storm
sewers. The storm sewers then direct the
storm water to local retention and detention
ponds, or local streams. Any pollution or
debris that goes down a storm drain winds
up entering these same waterways.
If there is a storm drain near your home, please help take care if it
throughout the year. Keep it free from debris and remove any litter that
may get caught there. While the Village does have all streets swept with a
commercial street sweeper regularly during the spring, summer and fall,
yard waste and trash can build up between sweepings. These leaves and
other debris (and during the winter - snow and ice) can quickly clog the
storm drain, preventing water from entering. This causes local flooding,
which creates problems for you and your neighbors. Help clear away
materials that may clog the storm water intake. Keep the curb in front of
your house free of debris that could be washed down toward the storm
drain.
Please do not dump anything down into the storm drains. Anything going
into the storm drains eventually winds up in our local ponds and streams.
Dispose of oil, antifreeze and other liquid wastes with licensed recyclers. If
everyone does a little, we can all enjoy cleaner, healthier neighborhoods
this year.

This article is part of the Village’s ongoing Public Education and Outreach
program, in support of our National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (NPDES MS4) permit.

Go Green Itasca | Itasca, IL - Official Website

The Village of Itasca is committed
to helping those who live and work
in Itasca to create and maintain a
healthy environment. The word
“green” has become synonymous
with nature, health, and
environmentalism. You’ve probably
noticed that green is everywhere
these days-in the news, politics,
fashion, and even technology. All
this information is great, but with
so many messages and ideas
coming at us from all sides; it can
be easy to get caught up in what to
do (switching to organic foods,
turning down the thermostat,
recycling, etc.) without
understanding the big picture of
how it is helping the environment.
Some people feel overwhelmed by
all the green information that is out
there.
While there are a lot of options, it
is simple to begin making a
positive impact. The truth is that
every single thing we do every day
has an impact on the planet —
good or bad. The good news is
that as an individual, you have the
power to control most of your
choices and therefore, the impact
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you create: from where you live, to
what you buy, eat, and use to light
your home, to where and how you
vacation, shop or vote; you have
global impact.
For example, did you know that 25% of Western pharmaceuticals are
derived from flora (vegitation) that comes from the Amazon Rainforest?
And that less than 1 percent of these tropical trees and plants have been
tested by scientists? These numbers suggest that we all have a large (and
growing) personal stake in the health and vitality of the environment far
and near. But embracing a greener lifestyle isn't just about helping to
preserve the rain forests, we want you to think globally and act locally.
Going green locally means improving your health, increasing your bank
account, and ultimately, improving your overall quality of life. All that and
you can save furry animals, too?
With this webpage, we will be providing you with a wide range of
environmental tips, ideas and activities that will help you cut through the
‘Green’ jungle. Environmental issues cover a wide number of topics and
can be adopted by everyone, regardless of lifestyle. Through these
"e-tips”, you will be able to make changes in your home and habits that will
improve your quality of life and hopefully save you some money as well.

For a comprehensive listing of Recycling opportunities in DuPage County,
please download the DuPage County Recycling Guide at the County of
DuPage website.

Other local Itasca drop-off options include:

Located just west of the School, 524 N Rush Street

The Resurrection Resale Shop is located at the First Presbyterian Church
of Itasca. Please use the parking lot off of the 300 block of Linden Street.
The Shop accepts the following items:
Gently used household items
Jewelry
Women’s / men’s / children’s / infant clothing
Coats
Shoes
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Purses
Books
Toys
The Shop is open 2 seasons each year: Spring (mid-April through the end
of June), and Fall (mid-September through mid-December).
Shop hours are:
Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: 12 - 1:30 p.m.
If you have questions or ideas that you would like to see addressed on this
website, please email us.
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Household Hazardous Waste | Itasca, IL - Official Website

http://www.itasca.com/1095/Household-Hazardous-Waste

Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or
reactive ingredients are considered to be household hazardous waste
(HHW). Products, such as paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and pesticides,
that contain potentially hazardous ingredients require special care when
you dispose of them.
Improper disposal of household hazardous wastes can include pouring
them down the drain, on the ground, into storm sewers, or in some cases
putting them out with the trash. The dangers of such disposal methods
might not be immediately obvious, but improper disposal of these wastes
can pollute the environment and pose a threat to human health. Many
communities in the United States offer a variety of options for conveniently
and safely managing HHW.

Residents from throughout DuPage County can drop-off Household
Hazardous Waste at the permanent collection site operated by the city of
Naperville. The permanent HHW collection facility is located at 156 Fort
Hill Drive, Naperville.
The facility is open Saturdays and Sundays, excluding holidays, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information and directions, please visit the
Naperville website.

Accepted items include:
Automotive fluids

Household cleaners

Drain opener

Insecticides

Flammables

Mercury

Fluorescent fixtures

Mineral spirits

Herbicides

Paints (oil based only)

Household batteries

Solvents

Explosives
Ammunition
Radioactive materials
Compressed gas
Latex Paint
Trash
Non-hazardous materials

Strippers
Unknown hazardous substances
Note: Small amounts of Latex Paint can be dried with an absorbent like
sand or kitty litter and then placed out with regular garbage with the lid off
the can.
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Reduction and recycling of HHW conserves resources and energy
that would be expended in the production of more products.
Reuse of hazardous household products can save money and
reduce the need for generating hazardous substances.
Proper disposal prevents pollution that could endanger human
health and the environment.

Consider reducing your purchase of products that contain hazardous
ingredients. Learn about the use of alternative methods or productswithout hazardous ingredients-for some common household needs.
To avoid the potential risks associated with household hazardous wastes, it
is important that people always monitor the use, storage, and disposal of
products with potentially hazardous substances in their homes. Below are
some tips for individuals to follow in their own homes:
Use and store products containing hazardous substances carefully
to prevent any accidents at home. Never store hazardous products
in food containers; keep them in their original containers and never
remove labels. Corroding containers, however, require special
handling. Call your local hazardous materials official or fire
department for instructions.
When leftovers remain, never mix HHW with other products.
Incompatible products might react, ignite, or explode, and
contaminated HHW might be unable to recycle.
Remember to follow any instructions for use and disposal provided
on product labels.
Call your local environmental, health, or solid waste agency for
instructions on proper use and disposal and to learn about local
HHW drop off programs and upcoming collection days.
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View the Village of Itasca Recycling Guide (DOCX) for accepted residential
single stream recyclable materials
In the Itasca recycling program.
Aluminum cans, trays and foil (trays and foil must be cleaned)
Steel cans and tins
Aseptic packaging and gable top containers (milk & juice cartons)
Glass bottles and jars (clear, brown, green)
PET soda, water, and flavored beverage bottles (#1 clear and green plastic resin)
HDPE milk, water and juice jugs (#2 clear plastic resin)
HDPE detergent and fabric softener containers (#2 colored plastic resin)
PVC narrow neck containers only (#3 plastic resin such as health
and beauty aid products, household cleaners)
LDPE grocery containers (#4 plastic resin such as margarine tubs, frozen desert cups, 6 pack rings, etc.)
PP grocery containers (#5 plastic resin such as yogurt cups, and narrow neck syrup and ketchup bottles)
#7 Plastic resin narrow neck containers only
Plastic Buckets, such as kitty litter containers (5 gallon size maximum with no metal handles)
1. All containers to be emptied and rinsed clean
2. No motor oil, insecticide, herbicide or hazardous chemical containers
3. No plastic bags - instead reuse or return to grocery or department stores
4. No plastic sheets or film (no plastic sheets, tarps or wrap)
5. Expanded foam and clear polystyrene not accepted per joint advisory from the Illinois Recycling
Association, Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs, and Region 5 US Environmental
Protection Agency
Newspaper, including inserts (remove plastic sleeves)
Cardboard (no waxed cardboard)
Kraft (brown paper) Bags
Magazines, catalogs and telephone books
Office, computer, notebook and gift wrap paper (no metal clips, spirals, binders)
Chipboard (cereal, cake and food mix boxes, gift boxes, shoe boxes, etc.)
Carrier stock (soda and beer can carrying cases)
Junk mail and envelopes (no plastic cards, stick on labels or unused stamps)
Paper back books (no hard cover books)
For more information, please view the Dupage County Reycling Guide.
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A rain garden is a new, popular technique of building a garden bed in a low
area that accumulates water during and after a storm. The garden is usually
planted with native plants accustomed to damp to wet conditions.

Rain gardens help collect and filter rain water and allow it to seep naturally into the ground. This helps to
reduce or slow down the amount of rain water runoff reaching our storm drains, retention areas and streams.
A rain garden is shaped like a shallow bowl, with a depression in or near the middle to hold rain water. The
depth of the depression can range from 2 to 6 inches if you do not want standing water or up to 18 inches if
you want a pond-like garden. The depression should also have gently sloping sides so the plants can take
hold. The rain garden can be planted and maintained like a formal garden, or can have a more naturalized
look.
People can replace existing flower beds with rain gardens. You need to reshape the landscape to retain
water in the garden bed, and replace your existing plants with those that are better suited to the wet
conditions rain gardens periodically experience. Native, flood tolerant plants are recommended. They are
well adapted to periodic flooding, and can tolerate the wide range of temperatures and water conditions we
experience in Itasca.
Plant selection should be based, in part, on the amount of sunlight your garden area will get. Some plants
require full sun, others partial sun, and some are very shade tolerant. You can also select your plants by
flower color, blooming season, height and foliage. A well designed rain garden provides color throughout the
growing season and is an attractive element to your yard.

Rain gardens should be located in an area that rain already drains to, or an area down slope from your
downspouts or sump pump outlet. It should slope away from your house, so overflow will not flood near the
foundation. A well designed rain garden will reduce flooding, help absorb nutrients and other pollutants and
help keep our streams, ponds and lakes cleaner and healthier.
During a storm, rain water collects in the rain garden. If it is a minor storm, the rain garden should not
overflow, capturing all of the water during and immediately after the storm. Over the next 1 to 2 days, the
plants help the water soak into the ground, so that the garden area quickly becomes dry.

People are often concerned about creating a mosquito breeding site. If you are creating a rain garden in an
area that is already wet during and after rain storms, you can actually eliminate mosquito breeding sites by
planting the rain garden. Rain garden plants have very deep roots that allow water to soak deep into the
soil. They also are very well adapted to growing in wet conditions and through plant processes, quickly
absorb more water than a mowed lawn.

For more information, please visit the Conservation Foundation website.
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Keeping roads and parking areas free of ice and snow is an essential part of modern life. However, road salt - one of
the main tools used to achieve this task - contains chloride as its principal ingredient. Chloride does more than melt
snow and ice; it negatively impacts local lakes and rivers. Other minor ingredients of commercial road salt include
arsenic and cyanide.
As snow and ice melt, they drain into landscaped areas or storm sewers, and then to natural bodies of water. Waters
from a deiced area contain high levels of chlorides, which do not degrade, and there is no cost effective way to remove
it. Excessive levels of chlorides can severely impair the ability of plants to absorb water and nutrients. These negative
effects are common to both aquatic and terrestrial plants in residential gardens, landscaped areas, and rivers. Fish and
other aquatic organisms are then impacted by the decline in habitat.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has set total maximum daily loads (TMDL) for chloride in the DuPage
River and Salt Creek. This includes Springbrook Creek, which flows through the Village of Itasca and flows into Salt
Creek east of Itasca. These TMDLs state that the legal level of chloride in the rivers is being exceeded, and require that
the levels be reduced. In order to investigate current usage of chlorides and possible reduction strategies, the DuPage
River Salt Creek Workgroup, of which Itasca is a member, conducted a Chloride Usage Education and Reduction
Program Study. The study gave a conservative estimate of the annual chloride use in the watersheds of the upper
DuPage and Salt Creek, which exceeded 117,000 tons.
In addition to harming the ecosystem, overusing chloride can damage residential greenery such as grass, plants, and
trees, reversing any beautification efforts you have made.
Small mouth bass are found in both branches of the DuPage River and Salt Creek. Chlorides from road salt damage river
vegetation, reducing the numbers and species of fish that can survive there.
Residential deicing contributes to the degradation of the area’s water resources. Using the “Just Enough” principle and a more ecofriendly deicer will help reduce the impact of chloride on our ecosystem.

Roads must remain clear to protect public safety, and the Workgroup does not recommend that road salting cease. However, many
communities are already employing alternative technologies to deice their roads, such as anti-icing, which applies salt brine to roads
when a storm is forecasted, and prevents the formation of ice. Residents can use a similar treatment method by purchasing a
deicing alternative to salt available in some grocers or hardware stores. If you must use salt, the Chloride Usage Study recommends
employing the “Just Enough” principle of applying just enough salt to keep your property ice-free.

Shovel (or use a snow blower) before you use any product; never put a deicing product on top of snow.
Adopt the “Just Enough” principle, putting down just enough product to keep high traffic areas clear of ice.
Sweep up un-dissolved product after a storm is over for reuse.
Consider switching to a non-chloride deicer.
Support changes in chloride application in your municipality.
Inform a neighbor about the impacts chlorides have in our streams and rivers.

The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup is a coalition of communities, sanitary districts, environmental organizations, and
professionals working to improve the ecological health of Salt Creek and the Upper DuPage River. For more information go to the
DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup website.
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While cleaning gardens for spring, residents should keep public storm sewer drains and sanitary sewers
clear of leaves, grass clippings, sticks, rocks and trash. The Village of Itasca is issuing this reminder
because these items can cause blockages in storm and sanitary sewers
If swept into the storm drains, yard waste or trash can end up in nearby creeks and streams, polluting the
environment. These same items can block the public sewer systems causing back-ups in homes and
businesses.
Residents can also take steps to keep their private sewer lines flowing freely. Homeowners and businesses
are responsible for their lateral sewer lines, which connect to the Village’s sewer system. These tips can
help prevent blockages:
Don’t put cooking oils or grease down a garbage disposal or drains. Fats, oils, and grease can build
up in the system, potentially creating a blockage.
Don’t flush disposable diapers, tampons or sanitary napkins down the toilet - even though some
labels indicate it is acceptable to do so.
Never dump motor oil into drains or sewers. The Itasca Public Works Department has a used oil
recycling program in place for residents to dispose of used oil. Bring your used oil to our Public Works
facility at 411 North Prospect Avenue for disposal. You can call 630-773-2455 for more information.
Most insurance carriers do not automatically cover damages caused by flooding or sewer backups.
Homeowners should contact their insurance carriers for specific coverage information.
If a homeowner experiences a sewage backup please contact the Village
of Itasca Public, Works Department at 630-773-2455 Monday through
Friday 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. After regular business hours we can be reached
at 630-773-1004 Itasca Police Department’s non-emergency number.

Ross Hitchcock
Director of Public Works
Email

Public Works Office
411 N Prospect
Itasca, IL 60143
Phone: 630-773-2455
Fax: 630-773-9856

Hours
7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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IEPA's Household Hazardous Waste Program is a widely accepted and acclaimed system that works with
local governments to divert residential waste materials with hazardous characteristics out of local solid
waste landfills. The demand for this service far exceeds state resources available to deal with the wastes. A
number of cost-containment features have been implemented over the years to increase efficiency, but
demand continues to accelerate.
At every collection, in every part of the state, paint is the most common material delivered by Illinois
citizens. Encouragement to use up leftover paint or give usable paint to a neighbor has not decreased the
amount of latex paint significantly. Today's latex (water-based) paint has a very low level of toxicity.
Disposing of it at a household hazardous waste collection day is very expensive. Therefore, the Illinois EPA
encourages people with unwanted latex paint to use other options. Please do not bring latex paint to
household hazardous waste collections

Services are restricted to residents of Illinois only
Naperville Fire Station No. 4
Route 59 and Brookdale Road
Naperville, IL 60563
Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Phone: 630-208-3841
Kane County Recycle website
This site is located on the corner of Route 59 and Brookdale (1/2 mile south of I-88).
Roselle Ace Hardware will accept latex paint for recycling.
They charge based on the size of the container:

Roselle Ace Hardware is located off the
corner of Plum Grove Road and Nerge Road:

1 quart: $1.50

821 East Nerge Road

1 gallon: $2.50

Roselle, Illinois 60172

2 gallons: $3.50

Phone: 630-351-2080

5 gallons: $8.00
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After your painting job is done you may have some leftover paint. The
question now is: "What should you do with it?" Here are some alternatives:
This may sound simple, and it is. What better place to put that last pint or so of paint but right up there on
the wall where it blends in perfectly with all the other paint you just put up there? Sure, it's a little extra work and right when you thought you're done for the day - but you'll be rid of that extra paint for good. Simply let
the can dry and then recycle or dispose of it.
It doesn't even have to need the paint. Use an old piece of cardboard, some scrap lumber, or the inside of
your garage. Just about anywhere would probably work to use up that last bit of paint. Again, let the can dry
and recycle or dispose of it.
Kitty litter, sawdust, shredded paper or just about anything else that will absorb moisture and let the paint dry
out should work here. Depending on how full the can is, you can just add the absorbent to the can and mix it
up. When the liquids are absorbed, dry the mixture out or dispose of it directly. You may be able to empty
the can, dry it out, and recycle it.
Everyone has good intentions to use half-filled paint cans for "touch-ups" that never come. Also, many
people have saved paint that becomes unusable over time before it's called into action. If you do save your
paint for later, follow some easy tips to make the paint last longer. Just cover the opening with plastic wrap,
and make sure the lid fits securely so the paint doesn't leak. Then turn the paint can upside down! This
creates a tight seal, and keeps the paint fresh to use again.

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Training Event Form
Training Event Name: MS4 Review
Training Event Location: Itasca Public Works
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Name(s): Jacob Wellbank
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Title(s): Engineer, Robinson Engineers

Date: May 11, 2016
Training Length (hours): 1 hour
Stormwater Training Topic: (check as appropriate)


Erosion Control BMPs

 Emergency / Spill Procedures



Sediment Control BMPs

 Good Housekeeping BMPs



Non-Stormwater BMPs

 Inspection Procedures

 Reporting / Documentation

 Other ______________________________________

Specific Training Objective: Review of current MS4 records and documentation. Review of MS4 report

Attendee Roster: (attach additional pages as necessary)
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name of Attendee
Jacob Wellbank
Fred Maier
Dave Sloan
Ross Hitchcock

SWPPP Training Event Log

Department
Village engineer
Environmental Services
Public Works
Public Works

REV. 07/11

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Training Event Form
Training Event Name: MS4 Training
Training Event Location: Danada Forest Preserve
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Name(s): DuPage County staff
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Title(s): Several

Date: May 18, 2016
Training Length (hours): 4 hours
Stormwater Training Topic: (check as appropriate)
 Erosion Control BMPs

 Emergency / Spill Procedures



Sediment Control BMPs

 Good Housekeeping BMPs



Non-Stormwater BMPs

 Inspection Procedures

 Reporting / Documentation

 Other ______________________________________

Specific Training Objective: The County provided a workshop where several presenters provided
their projects and programs relating to best management practices and documentation of
activites for MS4 permits.
Attendee Roster: (attach additional pages as necessary)
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name of Attendee
Fred Maier
Several dozen people from a variety of agencies

SWPPP Training Event Log

Department
Village of Itasca
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Training Event Form
Training Event Name: DuPage River Salk Creek Watershed Network (DRSCWN)
August meeting: Nutrient Implementation Plan
Training Event Location: Lombard Village Hall
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Name(s) and Title(s): Robert Swanson, and Mary Beth Falsey,
DuPage County Stormwater Management, Stephen McCracken, TCF/DRSCW

Date: June 22, 2016
Training Length (hours): 2 hours
Stormwater Training Topic: (check as appropriate)


Erosion Control BMPs

 Emergency / Spill Procedures



Sediment Control BMPs

 Good Housekeeping BMPs



Non-Stormwater BMPs

 Inspection Procedures

 Reporting / Documentation

 Other ______________________________________

Specific Training Objective: The workgroup discussed the plans to develop and implement a watershed
based nutrient implantation program to address anticipated changes to discharge requirements.
Attendee Roster: (attach additional pages as necessary)
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name of Attendee
Fred Maier
Dozens of other DRSCWN members

SWPPP Training Event Log

Department
Village of Itasca
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Training Event Form
Training Event Name: DuPage River Salk Creek Watershed Network (DRSCWN)
June meeting: ILR40 Stormwater Permit requirements in DuPage County
Training Event Location: Lombard Village Hall
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Name(s) and Title(s): Robert Swanson, and Mary Beth Falsey,
DuPage County Stormwater Management, Stephen McCracken, TCF/DRSCW

Date: June 22, 2016
Training Length (hours): 2 hours
Stormwater Training Topic: (check as appropriate)


Erosion Control BMPs

 Emergency / Spill Procedures



Sediment Control BMPs

 Good Housekeeping BMPs



Non-Stormwater BMPs

 Inspection Procedures

 Reporting / Documentation

 Other ______________________________________

Specific Training Objective:

Attendee Roster: (attach additional pages as necessary)
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name of Attendee
Fred Maier
Dozens of other DRSCWN members

SWPPP Training Event Log

Department
Village of Itasca
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Training Event Form
Training Event Name: Environmental Summit
Training Event Location: Northern Illinois University, Naperville Campus
Trainer’s or Instructor’s Name(s) and Title(s): Lydia Scott, Current State of the Urban Forest in
DuPage County; Al Zelaya, Energy Efficiency through Landscape Design; Drew Hart,
Health Benefit of Trees; Geoff Roehll, Landscape Design for Health and Energy

Date: January 19, 2017
Training Length (hours): 4 hours
Stormwater Training Topic: (check as appropriate)
 Erosion Control BMPs





 Good Housekeeping BMPs

Sediment Control BMPs

Emergency / Spill Procedures

 Non-Stormwater BMPs



Inspection Procedures





Other ______________________________________

Reporting / Documentation

Specific Training Objective: The Conservation Foundation and DuPage County Stormwater co-hosted
their annual summit. This year’s foucs was on the many benefits of trees and managing an urban forest.
Attendee Roster: (attach additional pages as necessary)
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name of Attendee
Fred Maier
Over a hundred other attendees.

SWPPP Training Event Log

Department
Village of Itasca
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